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ROUND 2 INTERVIEW:  SMYLIE KAUFMAN      
September 3, 2016 
 

 

 

Q.  One of the great stats probably of your career.  You were 7 under for seven holes.  

I'm sure you had thoughts of all sorts of numbers?  

 

SMYLIE KAUFMAN:  Yeah, it was pretty difficult to kind of manage because once I got to 7, 

there was some thoughts of some things that could happen.  It's been happening recently.   

 

It's been difficult this summer, I haven't had the best summer, so just try to manage my 

thoughts the best I could.  I knew I would be uncomfortable all day just from things going 

through my swing.  I'm very pleased with how I kind of hung in there.  Even when things 

didn't go my way, I kind of kept my cool and was able to get up and down when I needed to 

and hole the big putts when I needed to today. 

 

Q.  Well, you've got no shortage of experience of going low.  When you won, you shot 

6 under the final round so you know how to do it.  5-under 66 has you at 8 under for 

the championship.  How are you feeling about your game now with perhaps a chance 

to win the second FedExCup Playoff event?  

 

SMYLIE KAUFMAN:  Yeah, it's the perfect position I want to be in heading into the 

weekend.  Just want to tighten up on a couple things.  I know it's going to play tough on the 

weekend with gusty conditions.  Anybody still in the tournament can make the cut, so I've 

got to play some good golf on the weekend to be up there at the end. 

 

Q.  There's a few things on the line, obviously trying to win the  tournament, 

FedExCup, Ryder Cup, and also Rookie of the Year.  How do you put all that in the 

back of your mind to just get down to business? 

 

SMYLIE KAUFMAN:  I've got too much to worry about thinking about all that.  Just one shot 

at a time, trying to hole the putts I can, and just try to keep an even keel.  

 

Q.  Smylie, you were tearing up that front side and we got all excited about it and 

came along.  What happened on that back nine? 

 

SMYLIE KAUFMAN:  You know, back nine's not that easy.  I was able to take advantage of 

the front, kind of the swing got away from me a little bit.  A couple just bone-headed shots I 

hit, that normally I'm pretty decent with some wedges.  And just, I don't know, it happens.  

Just going to go try to dial it in here this afternoon and go watch a football game. 

 

Q.  You've got a little bit of football on, I know about that.  Just talk to us about your 

form there the last couple of weeks, two missed cuts in a row, you've got to feel pretty 

happy about your position? 
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SMYLIE KAUFMAN:  Absolutely, exactly where I want to be.  It's been a tough summer just 

with dealing with a wrist injury for a while and got into bad habits and just kind of a little bit of 

a search mode.  I did the best to just stay as even keel this summer.  It's been frustrating but 

I've been as positive as I can be.  It's good to see results like this.  Headed into the weekend 

I'm very excited and just see how I do, just another experience and hopefully I can learn 

from my past experiences. 

 

Q.  Certainly got a lot of experience out here on the tour.  Talk about the past few 

weeks being a bit tough, the summer being a bit tough for your game.  The people 

down in Louisiana have had it tough as well.  Last week I know you caught a lot of 

(inaudible) to relief down there with the purple ribbons.  Talk to us about a bag that 

was signed and auctioned off as well.  

 

SMYLIE KAUFMAN:  Yes, it's been very difficult for the folks down in Louisiana.  They had 

unbelievable amounts of flood issues in houses and people homeless.  You know, it's 

affected everybody down there.  I think I've just done the most I can to try to raise 

awareness.  After the BMW I'm going to go down there during the Mississippi State football 

weekend and just go and help out and just do as much as I can down there and just try to 

help everybody get back on their feet as much as I can. 

 

Q.  You have the support of your brotherhood out here on Tour; your bag they 

auctioned off for about 50 grand or something like that? 

 

SMYLIE KAUFMAN:  Yeah, my grandad called me the other day and said somebody called 

him and wanted to donate 50 grand, and I was like, do you want a golf bag in return, and 

just kind of skip the whole ebay process?  So yeah, we're going to give the bag to the 

gentleman from Birmingham who's donating, and yeah, pretty good stuff.  

 

Q.  Geaux Tigers? 

 

SMYLIE KAUFMAN:  Yeah, Geaux Tigers. 

 

Q.  Nice start for you, huh?  

 

SMYLIE KAUFMAN:  Yeah. 

 

Q.  Did you ever start like that? 

 

SMYLIE KAUFMAN:  Yeah, I've done it before.  I've done it a lot of times this year actually.  

I've been -- three or four events I've been like 4 under through three and just played terrible 

the rest of the way.  I actually kept it going for a while.  It's not an easy position to be in, that 

many under par that early.  I've had some experience and eventually one of these days I feel 

like I'm going to -- it's going to eventually have to happen, something real, real low.  I'm very 

happy it happened on Vegas this year actually, that was a good one to happen.  Yeah, it 
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was a good day. 

 

Q.  How do you explain a day like this for you, a week like this? 

 

SMYLIE KAUFMAN:  You know, I think I've been trying to play too perfect and just playing 

not the golf that I normally play.  A little bit of search mode this summer just with some 

injuries and got into bad habits.  For me, it's just been about the last week or two just going 

back and playing golf and trying to learn how to score again and just trust myself, and when 

things go wrong, just try to have fun with it.  There were a lot of scenarios today where I was 

in some bad spots but I was able to kind of hunker down and get some good pars on the 

back side.  Been putting great all week so hopefully I can keep that going in the weekend. 

 

Q.  Is it difficult to manage (no microphone) the expectations (inaudible)  

 

SMYLIE KAUFMAN:  Not really.  Since Vegas? 

 

Q.  Yeah. 

 

SMYLIE KAUFMAN:  Well, I mean, played really well at Augusta.  I've had experience this 

year where I've been in contention and kind of felt the spotlight and felt how my nerves react 

and kind of my tendencies of certain things I may do under pressure.  All this is a learning 

experience for me being my first year.   

 

Obviously I would love to end up on top at the end of the week but I'm just taking one shot at 

a time at this point.  Expectations shouldn't be that high, I haven't been playing that well.  I'm 

just going to go play golf and trust my abilities. 

 

Q.  Smylie, a big LSU guy, obviously a big game today.  You've been giving back and 

thinking of those affected by the flooding.  How are things progressing trying to raise 

money? 

 

SMYLIE KAUFMAN:  It's going really well.  I got the boys to sign -- I left one of my staff 

bags last week at the Barclays, all the guys signed it.  We were going to auction it off for 

charity, and a guy called my grandad and said he wanted to donate $50,000.  I was like, do 

you just want a golf bag in return or something?  I got a bag with a bunch of signatures on it.  

I was just trying to be as proactive as possible.   

 

And in two weeks, David Toms, Andrew Loupe, John Peterson and I, all LSU golfers on tour, 

we're going to all go do some work down there and try to help out the guys as much as we 

can, just try to get everybody back on their feet.  I know it's not going to be just us doing it.  

We're just going to try to impact as much as we can. 

 

Q.  Smylie, you had a good round today.  Does that make the weekend more fun for 

you or does that make it more of a challenge? 
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SMYLIE KAUFMAN:  Playing weekends is fun out here, I don't care who you talk to.  It's 

going to be a challenge because the conditions, from what I've read, it's going to be gusting 

20 to 30.  I don't know if I'm reading the wrong forecast, got the wrong city, but that's what it 

looks like I've read.   

 

Q.  That's right.   

 

SMYLIE KAUFMAN:  All right, so I'm right.  It's going to be tough.  The golf course is going 

to play to a similar wind direction just 20 miles harder.  You're going to have to be very smart 

about where you put the ball.  My short game's been awesome all week, so hopefully I can 

get on a little more greens and have a little more putts for birdies throughout the round and 

add a little consistency to it, but I trust my short game and I'm going to make some birdies 

on some par 5s so I'm just going to do the best I can. 

 

Q.  Do you feel like you struggled in the second rounds this year, and if so, what did 

you think the difference was today?  Your stroke averages in the second rounds --  

 

SMYLIE KAUFMAN:  I didn't know that.  There's literally nothing.  I just go every day and try 

to play my best.  I don't get on the tee and go, oh, God, it's the second round.  I'm just going 

to do my best and prepare and trust my plan. 

 

Q.  Smylie, who did you get to sign that golf bag? 

 

SMYLIE KAUFMAN:  All the players from last week.  Just left a staff bag around sitting 

in the locker room.  I didn't count how many signed, but it was a decent amount of 

guys that signed it.  Very generous of them. 

 

Q.  Do you have predictions for the game today? 

 

SMYLIE KAUFMAN:  I think 27 to 10 good guys. 
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