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ROUND 2 INTERVIEW:  KEVIN CHAPPELL      
September 3, 2016 
 

 

 

Q.  Kevin, a fantastic round of golf and a blazing start for you.  What was the key to 

that start? 

 

KEVIN CHAPPELL:  I guess hitting it close and making putts.  I hit a good shot into 1 and 

always nice to get off to a quick start and get under par early.  And then chip-in at 7 helps 

and you make a long one at 8 and turned in 30. 

 

Q.  (Inaudible) the only hole you had trouble with, you made a bogey but it was a 

fist-pump bogey for you.  Tell us about what you went through there on the 13th.    

 

KEVIN CHAPPELL:  You know, I couldn't help but put myself in position, the position I was 

in last week, I was 7 or 8 under par playing the 16th hole on Friday last week and finished 

bogey-double bogey and kind of played my way out of the tournament. 

 

Really was bothered by that and didn't want to let that happen again.  Because of being able 

to make that putt, it felt good and I showed a little emotion. 

 

Q.  I asked you yesterday after the round what would be the key to today's round and 

you said, well, it depends on what the winds are going to do.  Winds very light if not 

nonexistent, but they're probably going to be there tomorrow afternoon.  Anything 

you can do to prepare for that?  

 

KEVIN CHAPPELL:  No.  I mean, no secret I don't hit it very high so it's an advantage for 

me.  Seems like the tougher conditions the better I play so I look forward to that and trying to 

keep hitting fairways and greens and hopefully that putter stays hot.  

 

Q.  Do you want to know the score or not of UCLA?  

 

KEVIN CHAPPELL:  I heard 10-9 at half.  

 

Q.  Do you have a place to watch it? 

 

KEVIN CHAPPELL:  Probably get in my car and listen to it on the radio. 

 

Q.  You had it going in different stages last week at the Barclays.  You're getting hot at 

the right time of the year.  Do you feel like this course sets up pretty well for you? 

 

KEVIN CHAPPELL:  Yeah, it does.  Creating a lot of (inaudible) right now, a lot of birdies.  I 

think I led the field last week in birdies.  Obviously rolling it nicely again this week.  That's 

always the key for me, making birdies, making some mid-range putts.  That way you don't 
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have to force it and bring in more mistakes.  Feel like I'm doing a really good job of that and 

staying patient.  Get a little lucky out there now and then, luck on 18 but all in all it was a 

good day.  

 

Q.  (Inaudible). 

 

KEVIN CHAPPELL:  Yeah, I'm not afraid of some bad weather.  You've got to be really in 

tune with your caddie, and luckily Joe and I are still the best of friends so we're used to 

being close in tight quarters and we'll keep managing the game and (inaudible). 

 

Q.  For all the great things you did today, I'm really curious about that wonderful layup 

and then the pretty decent shot that followed.  What were you thinking there, what 

happened there?  

 

KEVIN CHAPPELL:  It's not like the most comfortable shot for me to that hole, to the back 

right pin.  I know that missing left is likely 5 anyway and I watched the group in front of me 

kind of make a debacle of it.  So we were trying to lay up over the bunker 160 yards over the 

bunker, 180 yards max.  I mis-hit it, the wind gusted and it was just a recipe for disaster.  Got 

away with it and hit a good third shot. 

 

Q.  What did you have in? 

 

KEVIN CHAPPELL:  I had 115 hole.  We were trying to hit a 110-yard shot.  Kind of jumped.  

I was trying to get it just by the pin yesterday, it jumped, ran up there and had a good look. 

 

Q.  Is that what you were expecting it to do? 

 

KEVIN CHAPPELL:  I didn't want it to jump.  We thought if I could land it where the pin was 

yesterday out of the lie, it would chase up there.  It flew kind of right into the ridge and killed 

it and kept it up there on top. 

 

Q.  How much of a boost did sinking that bogey putt give you? 

 

KEVIN CHAPPELL:  For me, I was kind of fighting some internal demons there.  I couldn't 

help but recall the same situation last Friday, 7-under par through 32 holes and finished 

bogey-double bogey.  To know that, refer to it and then not let it happen again is huge and 

that's why you saw the emotion from me. 

 

Q.  A number of times you keep putting yourself there.  What's that feeling like in 

terms of patience and waiting for it and satisfaction and chances?  Bad English there.  

Terrible English, John, sorry. 

 

KEVIN CHAPPELL:  I know it's going to be a long weekend and that's one thing I've learned 

is you have to be patient and it's going to take a while.  The next 36 holes are going to seem 

like a long time for me.  But I feel comfortable in this situation and each time I get near the 
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lead I feel more comfortable.  And I really feel like I've handled myself well in the situations 

I've been in this year and I can really pull from that and use the people around me.   

 

Like there's no secret that the more I'm smiling, the more I'm having fun, the better I'm 

playing.  They kind of go hand in hand but at some point in time during the next 36 holes it's 

not going to go my way and it's going to be about how I handle that and how I move forward 

from that. 

 

Q.  How do you feel about your play in the wind considering what's coming?   

 

KEVIN CHAPPELL:  I don't hit it very high, which is a strength and a weakness at times.  

You know, I'm not afraid of playing in some wind and some weather. 

 

Q.  Have you taken a look at the forecast? 

 

KEVIN CHAPPELL:  I have.  Tomorrow looks okay, windy, and Monday's going to rain all 

day. 

 

Q.  Gusts of 30.  

 

KEVIN CHAPPELL:  Great.  I heard some guys muttering they were frustrated that the Tour 

wasn't going to try to play more holes tomorrow.  I don't know how you could do that but 

sounds like we're going in twosomes off No. 1 tee tomorrow.  When I get my tee time, I'll be 

there and give it all I've got. 

 

Q.  Would you kindly explain to me about the person last week, thank you.  Are you 

using Harold Swash, the training aid? 

 

KEVIN CHAPPELL:  I'm using the training aid that Harold Swash, he makes, yeah.  I 

received it from Phil Kenyon.  I don't work with either of them but they were kind enough to 

provide me with one and I've used it. 

 

Q.  Were you frustrated at all with the season today that you haven't won yet or are 

you happy with the progression that you've made? 

 

KEVIN CHAPPELL:  It's hard to be frustrated when you're having the best year of your 

career.  That's really how I try to look at it is last year when I stood here I was trying to get to 

the next event and this year I stand here and sounds like I'm pretty much a lock to get to the 

last event at East Lake.  You can't be disappointed with that.  I would love to have won and 

won multiple times but I've learned from those experiences and I've addressed -- my team 

and I keep addressing the weaknesses that come up from those situations and you don't 

know if you're improving until you get in the situation and see how you hold up, so look 

forward to that. 

 

Q.  What have you learned from those situations? 
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KEVIN CHAPPELL:  Just how patient you need to be and really the value of a shot.  Use 

THE PLAYERS, for example.  I was over par for the tournament for 26 holes and was able 

to fight back and finish solo second.  Solo second pays out like a win, which is huge, but I 

could have easily packed it in and took it as a missed cut and all of a sudden I net a million 

dollars on the week. 

 

It just goes to show that you're never out of it.  I'm never out of it, and I need to be myself 

and just ride out the process. 

 

Q.  Unrelated, have you changed the bag configuration since the Nike 

announcement? 

 

KEVIN CHAPPELL:  I have not.  I'm playing 14 Nike clubs and a Nike ball. 
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