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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW:   STEVE STRICKER     
September 2, 2016 
 

 

 

Q.  Steve, you came into the week 97th in FedExCup standings, and a man with your 

experience, you know exactly what you've got to do here at TPC Boston.  How 

pleased are you with that round? 

 

STEVE STRICKER:  I was very pleased with it.  It was a good start.  I enjoy coming here, it 

brings back a lot of great memories from a few years ago when I won here, so it's pleasing 

to get off to a good start, 4-under round.  Played pretty solidly made a couple nice long putts 

today, which I haven't been doing all year, but the greens and the course are in perfect 

shape. 

 

Q.  I know that Davis Love has left one spot for (inaudible.)  I know you're already on 

the team as an assistant captain.  Is there a part in your mind thinking why can't I 

play? 

 

STEVE STRICKER:  Well, there is and there isn't.  I mean, there's been a lot of strong play 

from a lot of players that are right outside the number eight.  9, 10, 11, 12, Jim Furyk up at 

about 15.  You know, in the back of my mind, if I can get hot, that's what we decided as a 

task force, you leave open a spot for somebody to get hot.  You know, who knows.  I'm just 

worried about taking care of business and doing my job each day really and see what that 

brings, so we'll just keep looking forward.  

 

Q.  That was a good start.  I'm sure kind of what you were looking for, right? 

 

STEVE STRICKER:  Yeah, it was a good start.  A lot of great memories coming back here.  

I forget what year I won here, but it brings back a lot of great memories.  I played nicely.  I 

putted it very nicely for a change.  I've been struggling about the last month.  Put a new 

putter in play today and rolled it great around the hole all day long.  Made a couple of longer 

putts and had a lot of opportunities, too, that looked like I was going to make them but just 

went over the edge kind of thing.  So all in all, a really good day. 

 

Q.  Did you change the model or change the specs or what? 

 

STEVE STRICKER:  I went to a face balanced putter.  Same company that I've been putting 

with over the years, but just went to a different look.  Face balance.  I've been struggling with 

my putter, kind of keeping in square.  Really, Nicki's been chirping in my ear.  She's like, you 

know, you don't play enough to play that heel-shafted thing.  You need to get something that 

stays square or is a little bit easier for you.  So I've been working the last couple days with 

this putter, so I thought I would give it a shot today and I'm glad I did. 

 

Q.  Did she want you to change putters or was that her way of trying to get you to play 
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more tournaments to get you out of the house? 

 

STEVE STRICKER:  Yeah, who knows.  You would have to ask her on that one.  She 

watched me putt last week at Barclays and just didn't do very well on the greens, so she got 

it in my ear to maybe change it up.  And I started thinking about it, too.  I'm like, well, my 

back's up against the wall, I need a good finish to move on to next week, so let's see if 

something can click here.  So it was a good move so far. 

 

Q.  Your back's kind of been against the wall for a while.  Remember last year at the 

PGA, you thought that could be your last major, but here you are, you're in good 

shape. 

 

STEVE STRICKER:  Yeah. 

 

Q.  Got to be happy to have at least gotten this far, no matter what happens? 

 

STEVE STRICKER:  Yeah, I was.  My goal this year as the year went on was just to finish in 

the top 125 really and get back into some of the tournaments that I had been playing this 

year.  THE PLAYERS Championship, some of the majors, which I've gotten in a couple of 

those for next year already so I'm excited about that.  So that was really the goal.  Then 

once I did that and then got to the Barclays, you know, we're all competitive, we all want to 

do well, we all want to keep playing well, so you just try to do the best you can to keep 

moving on. 

 

Q.  How important is the FedExCup to you compared to the majors?  Which one 

would you prefer to win?  I mean, there's a lot more money in this. 

 

STEVE STRICKER:  Yeah, I think at this point I would rather win a major.  It's so late in my 

career, I would take any win but I think the major would be top of the list. 

 

Q.  (Question about Jerry Kelly.)  

 

STEVE STRICKER:  He's in November. 

 

Q.  Have you guys ever chatted about that? 

 

STEVE STRICKER:  That we're turning 50? 

 

Q.  Yeah, that you have a chance to -- what you're going to do. 

 

STEVE STRICKER:  Oh, yeah, yeah.  He tells me that he's going straight out to the 

Champions Tour, but I think Jerry's going to keep playing some out here.  He's still playing 

great.  I played a practice round with him last week and I thought he's as good as I've ever 

seen him hit it really, and I think he's riding some confidence from playing well, finished 

second at Hartford.  Yeah, he's still driving it in every fairway, and it's tough to beat a guy 
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like that when he's playing out of the middle of the fairway all the time.  He's a very fierce 

competitor.  I see him still playing some out here but he told me he's going to go straight out 

to the Champions Tour, play everything out there, but I think he'll want to be out here 

because he's showing he can still compete at this level out here, too. 

 

Q.  What did you learn about the Champions Tour as your week of kind of being the 

unofficial host for the American Family.  Did you learn some secrets? 

 

STEVE STRICKER:  No.  Just how laid back it was, that's what I learned.  You know, it's a 

totally different atmosphere.  I shouldn't say that, we had a lot of people so it was almost like 

a GMO.  The faces that were there, it made it feel like a GMO.  We had a lot of the guys that 

had played there over the years and we had a great crowd.  But from what they tell me, it's 

just a lot more laid back.  And I could sense that out there a little bit.  But still, the guys were 

out there practicing on a Monday.  The tournament didn't start until Friday and there were 

guys still working at it.  There's still guys wanting to play well and they want to succeed out 

there at that next level so they're still working at it. 

 

Q.  Did you help get Fran Quinn in that tournament?  How well do you know him? 

 

STEVE STRICKER:  Fran and I go back to college golf.  He played at Northwestern and I 

played at Illinois, so I've known Fran since the middle '80s to late '80s.  Yeah, we gave him a 

spot and he played well there, too.  So it's good to see him take advantage of that, and just a 

good guy. 

 

Q.  How difficult is it for a guy like that to get into a tournament and make some 

money? 

 

STEVE STRICKER:  It's tough because it's kind of a closed shop.  If you haven't played any 

decent golf out on the Tour, it's tough to break through out there.  I think the Qualifying 

School is only four guys, something like that, so it's tough to break through.  So it's a lot of 

pressure on guys like that to perform.  And he's played well in other events too, I've seen.  I 

don't keep up with it all together all the time but it's good to see his name out there and 

playing. 
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