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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW:   JUSTIN ROSE     
September 2, 2016 
 

 

Q.  Justin, let's talk a little bit about the golf today.  I haven't been able to thank you or 

congratulate you for the gold medal victory, but today, birdied the last two holes for 

3-under par.  Took some patience, didn't it?   

 

JUSTIN ROSE:  Absolutely, you're 100 percent right.  I was having a nice day, I was  

1 under early and made probably 14 straight -- 15 straight pars so -- made 14 straight pars 

after a birdie.  So yeah, it was definitely one of those days.  And then to finish birdie-birdie 

made me feel like I could come away with a great round, have a good score as well as 

playing well.  I felt like it was a solid round.  It wasn't particularly easy.  The greens are quick 

around here which makes them obviously very tough to read.  There are very subtle breaks 

when it's this quick.  So I think that was the hard thing our group found, they're rolling 

perfectly but we weren't making putts and I think it was because of the reads. 

 

Q.  One thing, too, it was so dry and firm in the practice rounds, then we got the rain, 

it was a lot cooler.  You had to figure out numbers.  Was the wind a little gusty, too, 

trying to pull a club early? 

 

JUSTIN ROSE:  Absolutely.  It rained all day yesterday obviously, and I think that's why the 

greens are slow.  And we came out this morning and they obviously double cut and rolled 

them overnight and they were definitely a couple feet quicker they felt than yesterday so that 

was an adjustment.   

 

It was just enough breeze where it kept you having to sort of figure out the iron shot.  A 

couple times we hit good iron shots that didn't get within 10 yards of the pin in terms of 

judging the wind.  So yeah, that was definitely a challenge today.  

 

Q.  Let me ask you, the gold medal and winning the U.S. Open, which one has taken 

longer kind of to sink in? 

 

JUSTIN ROSE:  Obviously I think the major championship was hard earned, you know what 

I mean?  I had to sweat through a lot to get that one.  The Olympic gold is such a 

cherry-on-top kind of moment.   

 

I think what's been amazing to me is the reception that the gold medal has been given.  I 

believe even Kooch and Henrik with the bronze and silver just being sort of amazed at how 

many people watched it, how many people were into it.  It's definitely my week in Boston this 

week and last week at Bethpage, the fans have been mad about it.  I feel like from a crowd 

perspective it's felt like it's been more warmly received than the U.S. Open, it's been 

incredible. 

 

Q.  I think the coolest thing about it is that we don't know how big it's going to 
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become, but when you're the first one you're kind of setting history all over again 

because it's been over 100 years.  

 

JUSTIN ROSE:  Yeah, absolutely, and that's what makes it special.  I think that's why it's 

still kind of fresh news to everybody because, like you say, it's definitely something that 

people were talking about for quite a while and it's nice to actually get out and play.  Now I 

get to wear it for four years, which is pretty cool.  

 

Q.  Congratulations.  You're more than worthy of a gold medal, man.  You're a great 

guy, congrats.  

 

JUSTIN ROSE:  Thank you. 

 

Q.  Bogey free in the opening round.  Justin, as you continue the FedExCup Playoffs, 

what's your take on how things got going here for you today? 

 

JUSTIN ROSE:  It's a good start.  Bogey free I think is always a fun sort of added bonus to 

your round.  I had to kind of work for the final two birdies in terms of a patience point of view.  

I was 1 under through two and I think I turned out maybe 14 straight pars in that mode.  But I 

knew I was playing well, I was hitting some good quality iron shots that weren't finishing 

close to the hole.  When I did hit it somewhat close, I misread a putt.   

 

I found the mid-range putt today was quite tricky.  We were out here yesterday, it was my 

first practice round.  I didn't play a practice round, so it was a very wet day yesterday so 

obviously the greens are probably somewhat slower.  I got my eye for that speed and came 

out this morning and the greens must be two foot quicker than we had them yesterday 

afternoon, so that definitely took quite a few holes to get that adjustment. 

 

Q.  Forty-fifth beginning this week in the FedExCup standings.  How do you approach 

this week in trying to extend your season?  

 

JUSTIN ROSE:  It's simple.  I'm not really looking to extend my season.  I'm still looking to 

do really well in the FedExCup.  It's one week for me.  If you win this week or you win next 

week, it sets you up for the finale.  If you go there, I think we all know to win the FedExCup 

you need to get to Atlanta and win.  I still have the opportunity with these next two weeks 

where if I can pull one off, I go into Atlanta with a great opportunity to win the FedExCup.  So 

for me going to Atlanta a third year, from that point of view, yeah, I'd still obviously love to be 

in Atlanta but it's a heavy schedule with the Ryder Cup on the back end, I'd kind of want all 

or nothing. 
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