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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW:   RYAN MOORE     
September 2, 2016 
 

 

 

Q.  Alongside Ryan Moore, bogey-free 65 here on Friday, that's 12 of his last 13 

rounds under par.  How would you grade the effort here today? 

 

RYAN MOORE:  It was just some solid golf.  Didn't do anything too crazy.  Drove it okay but 

hit some nice irons, gave myself some great opportunities.  The few times I was out of 

position I hit a couple great chip shots today to recover and made a couple great pars when I 

needed to. 

 

Q.  A great par at the last.  Let's go back to 17 and we take a look at your second shot 

here.  What did you have? 

 

RYAN MOORE:  I think I was around 145 or so but it was a little helping wind so it was just a 

perfect full pitching wedge low down the hill.  It looked good from my perspective and then it 

just kind of died -- now I see it, it just died right behind the hole there.  It looked like it was 

going in all the way to me. 

 

Q.  Ryan, let's first talk about that approach shot on 17.  That was a thing of beauty.  

 

RYAN MOORE:  Yeah, that was a great number.  Down the hill, nice full pitching wedge and 

I felt really good about that shot.  Something about it just looked right, set up right.  

Happened to, you know, almost knock it in. 

 

Q.  Someone just knocked one in as we're talking here.  

 

RYAN MOORE:  I think so. 

 

Q.  You had roars on 17.  15 and 17, the birdies, do you think you were rewarded with 

the patience you showed and the ability to get up and down on 13 and 14? 

 

RYAN MOORE:  Yeah, that was huge.  Got a little out of position on both of those holes, 

and to hit good recovery shots and then hit a couple great chips so easy tap-ins for par 

makes the day a lot less stressful. 

 

Q.  Has that been the key for you over the last few weeks?  Winning the John Deere, 

last week at the Barclays, is that sort of the mental part of your game? 

 

RYAN MOORE:  Yeah, definitely.  Just making good decisions around there.  I'm not a guy 

that can overpower a golf course physically so I've got to think my way around, I've got to 

put it in the right places and give myself opportunities. 
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Q.  Squarely on the bubble for the Ryder Cup, (inaudible).  Nice to be able to come out 

here and put up a good number like that?   

 

RYAN MOORE:  I mean, that's as far from my mind as possible right now.  At this point 

that's not up to me.  I'm going to try to play good golf and whatever it is, it is.  I'm here trying 

to play good and win a golf tournament. 

 

Q.  Why do you think the scores are so extraordinarily bunched today, more than 

usual it seems like? 

 

RYAN MOORE:  That's hard to say.  Usually someone will kind of separate and maybe 

shoot an 8 or 9 under sometimes around this course.  Yeah, there were a lot of mid range, a 

lot of 2, 3, 4 unders out there.  I don't know, it's hard to say why that happens. 

 

Q.  Why didn't you shoot 62 today? 

 

RYAN MOORE:  Why did I not?  I don't know, missed a couple putts, I guess, I mean, really 

in the end, but yeah.  I really honestly don't know.  I was kind of wondering that myself, that 

was kind of strange. 

 

Q.  Talk about wanting to make it to East Lake, do you pay attention to the rankings at 

all?  Like after last week did you do the math maybe what you needed to do this 

week? 

 

RYAN MOORE:  Yeah, I talked to somebody, somebody was in our scoring area that kind of 

does all the analysis of that type stuff so he kind of told me the position I was teetering on 

being in, which is a good position.  Let's just say that.  I think I'm really close to the right 

amount of points already and then playing a no-cut week next week, obviously you're going 

to get some points. 

 

So I'm in a great position so I feel like it's kind of freed me up to just kind of go play right 

now.  I am trying to go play some good golf and make East Lake interesting. 

 

Q.  Hate to ask a silly question, but when do you not feel freed up to play? 

 

RYAN MOORE:  I don't know, when -- I don't know.  There's just times where, you know, for 

some reason or another it's hard to focus and just relax and go play golf.  Other things on 

your mind or, you know, ailments in your body that kind of cause you to -- makes it hard to 

go play golf.  Right now my body feels good, I've been playing some good, solid golf, having 

a great week last week to move up in the points race was great, so I don't know.  All those 

things kind of add up to just kind of being able to relax and just go play some golf right now 

and feel confident out there as well, which is huge. 

 

Q.  What was working for you out there today? 
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RYAN MOORE:  It was kind of a little bit of everything.  I can't say I did anything too 

exceptional.  Hit a couple nice irons, kind of short irons, a wedge and a 9-iron coming in to 

make a couple birdies.  Made a couple great up-and-downs at kind of points in the round 

that were important and both of them weren't in great spots and hit great chip shots to save 

par.  It was one of those days, it was kind of a little bit of everything.  I didn't putt amazing 

but I made some good solid putts when I needed to, or when I gave myself opportunities I 

made them.  So it was just one of those days, it was just kind of a little bit of everything. 

 

Q.  It's been a good three to five weeks for you, isn't it?  Today is sort of typical of 

what's been going on? 

 

RYAN MOORE:  No, I mean, shooting 6 under with no bogeys is not completely normal, 

especially after playing Bethpage last week.  But no, I like how I've been feeling with my 

game.  This is actually the sixth tournament in a row, which I don't think I've ever done in my 

entire career on the PGA Tour.  I would have to look into that.  I definitely haven't played 

seven and next week will be my seventh in a row.   

 

I don't know, I just kind of had a game plan at the beginning of the year to take a lot more 

time off in the summer and really focus on playing a lot here at the end.  I'm getting some 

positive momentum going into these events.  How I've been doing it these last few years 

kind of wasn't working so I decided to change it up and play a lot more and make a final 

push and then I know I get a little break. 

 

Q.  Seems to be working? 

 

RYAN MOORE:  Yeah, it seems to be working, whatever that decision was. 

 

Q.  Why do you want to win the FedExCup? 

 

RYAN MOORE:  Why?  I mean, there's 10 million reasons. 

 

Q.  Really? 

 

RYAN MOORE:  Yeah, I'm in my early 30s and have a growing family.  That wouldn't be to 

terrible to walk away with that at the end of the year.  I mean, to me it just kind of shows the 

guy that's, I mean, played solid for most of the year and then played good at the right time.  

They've made these tournaments so important, it made sense to me to actually think about 

my schedule based around these events.  There's so much value in these tournaments, not 

only these tournaments but the end-all bonus at the end for winning.  To me, it made sense 

to really focus on this this year. 

 

Q.  Seven years in, 10 years in, do you like it and did you ever not think that much of it 

outside of the 10 million reasons? 

 

RYAN MOORE:  Yeah, I've always enjoyed it.  I think they've tweaked it over the years to 
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make it a little bit better. 

 

You know, it's hard.  A year like last year -- actually, I think the previous two years I was 

really close to being top 30 on the Money List and I think I might have been top 30 on the 

Money List two years in a row and didn't make it to East Lake.  I honestly think I've maybe 

done that three times.   

 

So those years, yeah, I'm frustrated because before that I would have made it.  It's great 

being at the TOUR Championship and getting to set up your year for the next year as far as 

your schedule and being in all those great events. 

 

Yeah, I mean, I think it's entertaining.  I think it makes these last few events that we play 

really, really exciting.  So much can happen it gives a lot of people reasons to be interested 

and pay attention, not just guys moving in and out.  You know, I think it's good. 
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