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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW:   JIM FURYK      
September 2, 2016 
 

 

 

Q.  Jim, a little bit of patience today, get off to that really nice start, three birdies in a 

row and then a big round of pars.  

 

JIM FURYK:  It was, but some tough holes in there.  I did have some real good looks at 

birdie.  I hit a couple good putts that didn't go; 17 comes to mind.  A couple bad ones in 

there as well, but overall, a good solid day. 

 

Q.  And you need one this week.  You're outside the number and you know that.  You 

need to play pretty good, but the volatility of what the Playoffs are all about, a solid 

week.  And you move up not only top 70 but inside that top 30, and that's the major 

goal right now.  

 

JIM FURYK:  Yeah.  It's real easy to worry about projections, where you're at, what it's 

going to take.  I'm trying to kind of clear all that out and just focus on playing golf.  I'm trying 

to play as well as I can.  It was nice to get off to a great start this morning.  I birdied in the 

first three, and had some good short putts and good looks at it, but I played solid all day.  Hit 

a lot of fairways, lot of greens, kept the ball in front of me real well. It's a good round to try to 

build on.  

 

Q.  The only man to shoot a couple rounds in the 50s now competitively on the PGA 

Tour.  I know it's sunk in a little bit, but have you been able to put it in perspective 

now, a little time away from it? 

 

JIM FURYK:  I haven't gotten away from it, I'll be honest with you.  It doesn't matter where I 

go, every day it's probably mentioned 150 times.  So it's been fun, and I'm not sure I really 

quite put it into perspective yet, but it's been a lot of fun and hearing from folks.  And then 

also I've been trying to kind of compartmentalize it as well and put it behind me and really try 

to focus on trying to play well here at the end of the year and extend the season. 

 

Q.  Earlier in the week you donned a Patriots jersey.  I know that's got to be a little 

tough for a Steelers fan, but the significance of what it was with the Ryder Cup and 

the 58 on there, the only one to be wearing that, that had to be pretty cool?  

 

JIM FURYK:  Yeah, pretty cool.  Davis set me up pretty well.  There was a bunch of gym 

bags on the locker room floor and you look for your name.  I kind of got in there and looked 

around, and there wasn't any bags left, so I kind of slinked off to the side.  Everyone kept 

saying, hey, where's your bag, where's your bag?  They set me up pretty well with the 58.  

 

Q.  Three birdies to start his round, another at the last, 14 pars in between.  Jim, how 

would you grade the effort here today? 
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JIM FURYK:  It was a good solid round.  The golf course is soft, so it's playing a little longer, 

but the greens are very, very receptive.  Guys can get aggressive.  If you get the ball in the 

fairway, you can fire at some of these pins.  But it's not an easy golf course, and the wind's 

blowing out there a little bit, not always sure of where it's coming from.  I thought it was a 

good solid round, trying to build on.  

 

Q.  We talked earlier in the week about the potential of moving up in the FedExCup, 

trying to catch the eye of Davis Love III.  You said you weren't thinking about it, you 

were going to focus on trying to play good golf.  How do you feel you did that 

throughout the course of the day? 

 

JIM FURYK:  Real well, real well.  And of course getting off to a good start helps.  Going out 

there and birdieing the first three, it's really easy to settle in, be patient.  When I didn't see 

some putts go in, say at 8, 10, 12, you know, you're a couple over at that point, it's real easy 

to kind of push the panic button.   

 

So I did a good job of kind of putting all that behind me and not worrying about it.  And 

again, I'm going to keep telling you that playing good golf solves a lot of issues.  In order to 

do so, I have to kind of forget about the result and just go out there and play the best I can.  

 

Q.  Just talk about how your round went today.  

 

JIM FURYK:  Solid.  Obviously it was nice to get off to the fast start and birdie the first three.  

I hit some real good wedge shots close to the hole, gave myself some good looks.  Made 

about a 15-footer or so on 3, so it's nice to get off to the start.  I obviously made a bunch of 

pars in the middle of the round but I played solid, hit a lot of fairways, hit a lot of greens, for 

the most part kept the ball in front of me and gave myself some good looks.  Not all of them 

went in but it was a good, patient round and got myself a good spot.  

 

Q.  Were you disappointed not to get a No. 1 jersey at Gillette the other day? 

 

JIM FURYK:  No.  As I said, there's a lot of kickers on our team, just one linebacker. 

 

Q.  Jim, do you look at the projections at all or do you just not even focus on that?  

Like this week where you -- 

 

JIM FURYK:  I've heard about where I have to finish possibly, actually from someone telling 

me more than me looking.  You know, the likelihood really in the Playoffs is if you go out and 

finish in the top 3, you'll set up your -- probably set up the TOUR Championship.  But I need 

to go out, I know I need to play a solid tournament this week, and finish well and try to 

extend the season.   

 

So it's easy to get caught up in that.  There's really nothing you can do but go play well.  

When you're out on the golf course thinking about the result and worrying about putts going 
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in and worrying about how many over or under you are, it's difficult to play well.  So I'm going 

to try to do my best not to really pay too much attention to the scoreboard and go play golf 

and worry about the process more than the golf.  

 

Q.  How difficult is it considering you need a good result to qualify in two weeks and 

then the Ryder Cup? 

 

JIM FURYK:  Yeah, it's always something in this game.  You're always trying to make a cut, 

you're always trying to win a tournament.  So it's always something, we get used to it.  You 

know, if I don't play well, the season's over.  I'll probably start at Napa and play a little bit in 

the fall.  If I do play well, I'll get a chance and opportunity again next week and we'll be 

having the same discussion next week about TOUR Championship.   

 

So I had that same discussion last week sitting on 94, I think they said I had to finish 60th or 

better, which I didn't know until about the middle of the turn.  I knew I had to make the cut.  I 

got off to a bad start there and had to fight and claw and play the next 27 holes pretty good.  

I had some chances on the weekend to maybe have a good finish and move up and make it 

a little easier on myself, but wasn't able to so here we are again.   

 

I would like to extend it to next week, I would like to have that conversation again, but just 

really worried about the process and I think it gets easier with the more, I guess, the more 

experience you have.  I've had myself in positions like this in the past and sometimes you do 

well and you climb out of them and sometimes you don't.   

 

I know one thing:  Every time I've worried about it and I've worried too much about the result, 

I haven't played very well. 

 

Q.  You've been in a position in the Playoffs where you haven't had to worry.  Can you 

sense that there's a difference now than those times for you? 

 

JIM FURYK:  Well, yeah.  The interviews are different and the mindset can be a little 

different.  I mean, every week now it's kind of fighting for the next.  You know, that's kind 

of -- you know, the guys that are really stuck, in my opinion, are the guys that finish about 

20th on the list.  They've had a really good year, but man, it can slide away really fast.  You 

finish 40th and you haven't had nearly as good a year.  But I don't know, you're looking from 

an optimistic standpoint like, hey, I've got an opportunity and it's positive.  When you're 

sitting at 20th, it's real easy to go, oh, shit, I had a great year, and you start looking at the 

negative side of things. 

 

Q.  Play defensively? 

 

JIM FURYK:  You can, or you can just go out and play golf and see what happens.  You're 

still -- the nature of it at 20th, you're still, you have a great opportunity.  You have one good 

week and you jump up to where now you win the TOUR Championship, you win the 

FedExCup.  Same thing when you're sitting at 94th.  There's really nothing to lose, it's an 
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opportunity.   

 

I had a short season, I think this is only my 14th golf tournament.  I started the Playoffs with 

12 events under my belt and still one good finish, I mean I go out there and finish second in 

an event and I have the chance to win the FedExCup at the end of the year.  There should 

be opportunities, so you can look at it a number of different ways. 
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