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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW:   DUSTIN JOHNSON     
September 2, 2016 
 

 

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  I was never really in trouble off the tee, just didn't hit that great of iron 

shots.  I hit some obviously some really, really good ones, but it felt like that I hit -- you know, 

all the good shots I hit were with like 4-irons and 5-irons and then I'd get a 9-iron or a wedge 

or something and I'd hit a terrible shot. 

 

So I just need to go do a little bit of work on that.  I felt like my wedge game's been really, 

really good all year long.  Right now it's just not quite on point.  You know, it's getting there.  

I feel like I'm starting to swing a little bit better and better every day, so after a long break it's 

good to get back in it.  I felt like it's getting better. 

 

Q.  Talk about the golf course, it was a little bit drier earlier in the week and a little rain 

yesterday.  The greens actually look like they're pretty soft? 

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Yeah, the rain definitely softened the greens up.  They were fairly soft 

today.  The golf course, I felt like it didn't play that easy.  The wind, it's a tough wind for this 

golf course.  You play all the 5 pars are into the wind and there's a lot of crosswinds, it's not 

really straight down or straight it in, it's a lot of crosswinds.  The par 3s are fairly tough and 

long.  You know, I felt like today was solid.  It's a little scrappy at times, but I felt like I got it 

around okay. 

 

Q.  Talk about the mindset heading into the Playoffs.  

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  You know, I just want to give myself a chance to win on Sunday.  

Obviously 3 under today's a decent score.  Tomorrow I need to go out and play a little better 

though. 

 

Q.  Talk about your round a little bit out there. 

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  It was okay.  I mean, I felt like I hit some good shots that didn't end up 

that well, but I felt like I drove it pretty well.  Irons were a little bit off, didn't hit as many 

greens as I would like to.  You know, when I did hit a good shot, I felt like I capitalized on it 

there on 9, and the one on 18, I hit a great shot into 18 there.  You know, just, I just didn't hit 

it that close to the hole today, you know, where I missed the green but I got up and down a 

bunch and I felt like I rolled the putter really nicely so I was really pleased with that. 

 

Q.  What does the eagle do for you going into tomorrow? 

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  I mean, that was my ninth hole so it definitely helped me today 

because I made that one bogey on 11.  Felt like I had some pretty good looks at it on the 

back nine but just didn't make anything.  You know, got to the front and making the eagle at 
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18, I went to 1 and I had just a 60-degree in my hand from the middle of the fairway and 

didn't hit it close, which is not very good.  Then made a nice birdie on 2 and finished with a 

birdie on 9.  Felt like I drove it well today, just the iron shots weren't that great.  

 

Q.  Speaking of the birdie at 2, from the front of the pond?  

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Yeah, I hit my second shot a little fat.  It was going right at it, right at it, 

but just came up a little bit short.  But playing -- I mean I know there's no water in there so 

you're just praying it doesn't hit one of the rocks.  Fortunately it didn't and hit a good 

pitch-out of there to get it up there within two feet.  I was definitely very fortunate to not be in 

the water.   

 

Q.  How tough is that front nine, the back nine for you guys today?  Just seemed like 

your whole group was grinding away. 

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  I thought it was playing fairly difficult today with the wind direction, you 

know, all the -- you know, I guess you get 14 downwind, but you're playing a lot of the holes 

kind of like seems like in crosswinds.  It just makes it tougher to get clubs to the hole.  And 

you play the par 5s into the wind so it makes it a little more difficult. 

 

Q.  Dustin, you won a couple of FedExCup playoff events.  When you reach the 

Playoffs, do you find another gear? 

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Yeah, I mean, I just need to play better.  The Playoffs, yeah, they're 

big, it's very important, and obviously I'm in a great position coming into the Playoffs.  I had 

three weeks off coming into it last week.  So last week I was a little bit rusty but felt like I got 

it around pretty well, you know, seeing how I was rusty.  But this week coming in, got a little 

more confidence and feel like I'm starting to swing the club a little bit better.  Just today 

wasn't great but I still got it around with a pretty decent score. 

 

Q.  Is your focus on top 5?  

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Yeah, I definitely want to be in the top 5 going into Atlanta, for sure. 

 

Q.  What did you hit on 8?   

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  4-iron. 

 

Q.  When was the last time -- European Tour question, with Darren, do you know all 

the guys on that team? 

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Yeah.  

 

Q.  Do you know Thomas Pieters?  
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DUSTIN JOHNSON:  No, not well.  The other guys I've played with or know them.  Thomas, 

I know who he is.  I just don't, you know.  Obviously he plays on the European Tour, I play 

over here. 

 

Q.  You play both sides of the pond, don't you?  

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Yeah, I play every once in a while.  They've got a solid team.  I think 

we do, too, or we're gonna have one.  Our eight guys are pretty solid.  Whoever the next 

four are going to be very good, too.  So I think it's going to be a great Ryder Cup, I'm looking 

forward to it. 
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