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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW:   PAUL CASEY     
September 2, 2016 
 

 

 

Q.  Paul, it's been a while since we've had a chat but it's more on me, I haven't been 

out here that much.  You've been playing some pretty decent golf of late, not what you 

did maybe six or seven years ago, but it's coming around, isn't it? 

 

PAUL CASEY:  It is coming around.  Yeah, I'm feeling good.  You know, a lot of things are 

in place.  Injuries are under control, they're never going to go away, I'm getting older, I'm 

catching you up. 

 

Q.  Yes, you are.  

 

PAUL CASEY:  Yeah, it's feeling really work.  Doing a ton of work with John McLaren, and 

feeling good about the game, so I must admit the way I struck the ball today was reminiscent 

of how I used to strike it a few years ago, and I rolled in a few of those putts and moved 

myself up the leaderboard.  

 

Q.  Was that really the only difference between the front and the back?  There was a 

little different Tale of Two Nines.  

 

PAUL CASEY:  I messed up the front.  I had opportunities with wedges at 1, at 2, at a bunch 

of other holes.  Actually struggled with the wind.  The ball was dropping out of the sky a little 

bit.  The ball wasn't carrying as far as we thought it would.  No blame on anybody, we just 

got it wrong, plain and simple.  So really missed an opportunity there because it felt like I 

probably should have been a couple under through the nine and I was -- I scrambled with a 

birdie at 9 to get back to even par. 

 

It was almost pressure, it was like if I keep doing this, this could get ugly, but thankfully I 

gathered things together and kept the ball striking going.  I wanted Marc Leishman's front 

nine, that would have been nice, but I'm very happy with what I did. 

 

Q.  Talk a little bit about you and Johnny.  John's such a good guy and he's a great 

caddie, but even doesn't matter, you've got to get to know each other a little bit, right; 

it takes a little bit of a learning curve? 

 

PAUL CASEY:  It does.  I was really excited that he took the leap.  He decided to jump on 

the bag for me.  He had, I want to say, six amazing years with Luke Donald, they got to 

World No. 1, they won millions of dollars in tournaments around the world.  He's had stints 

with Duffy Waldorf.  He's seen and done it all.  Without question, he brings a lot more to me 

as a golfer on and off the course in the way we approach it, the way we work, the way he 

crunches the numbers, we formulate strategies, he talks with Peter Kostis, he talks to my 

trainer.  It's the complete package.  And it's the first time I really feel like I've ever had that.   
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There's a period where you figure it out.  We've done a lot of really, really hard work, and it 

may not show itself right away but we're very, very confident it will show itself maybe next 

season, maybe the end of this season, we don't know, but we think there can be some really 

good stuff because he wants to win a major, I want to win a major and we truly believe that 

we can do that. 

 

Q.  You had a bit of a frustrating start but a good result at the end? 

 

PAUL CASEY:  It was, Bernie.  I hit a great tee shot off of -- a nice tee shot for one.  Johnny 

will know the yardage, I want to say about 120 yards and I don't know what happened, but I 

left it 10 yards short of the green and failed to get up and down.  No. 2 I've got a wedge in 

my hand after a great drive, spun that one to 20-something feet and didn't make that.  Didn't 

make the one on 3.  Yeah, it was, feels like you should be 1 or 2 under through two or three 

holes, and to be 1 over is -- this golf course is tricky enough.  You've got to take your 

opportunities while you can on the easier holes.  It felt like it was getting away from me a 

little bit.  

 

Q.  Last year you withdrew after two rounds. 

 

PAUL CASEY:  My back went. 

 

Q.  I was going to ask you.  

 

PAUL CASEY:  Yeah, my back went.  Third round, I want to say.  I was warmed up.  Yeah, 

back spasms.  I can't explain any more than that, which was incredibly frustrating because I 

was desperate to make the TOUR Championship and that was -- typically I think my results 

here have been mixed anyway.  I've struggled a little bit around this golf course and so didn't 

play great golf, ground it out to make the cut, and then having to WD was just really sort of a 

little bit upsetting, to be honest, is what it is.  Clearly I'm getting old. 

 

Q.  Obviously you came back this year and your back's fine? 

 

PAUL CASEY:  Yeah, I've never had a back problem.  I've done enough damage to the 

body, but never a back problem so I'm not sure where that came from. 

 

Q.  So did that go away right away? 

 

PAUL CASEY:  Yeah, I don't know, the guys in the van treated a couple of days, some 

anti-inflammatories, a little bit of stretching.  Too much wine. 

 

Q.  What are your impressions of a young golfer like Jon Curran? 

 

PAUL CASEY:  Jonny, really good.  I mean, he had a bit of a rough day today, but I've seen 

enough of Jonny, I've seen Jonny play his money games on Tuesday and Wednesday with 
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the guys.  He's got a lot of guts, he's got some game.  I know he hasn't won on Tour but he 

certainly can do that, no question about that. 

 

I think you always see true colors of a guy when they don't have a great day, and today was 

a great example of that.  He just keeps his head on his shoulders and keeps on grinding and 

nothing seems to phase him.  Yeah, I'm very impressed. 

 

Q.  Looked like he leveled off after that rough start? 

 

PAUL CASEY:  Yeah, and I don't even know what happened on 2, he made a double but I 

wasn't quite aware of how it happened because it just seemed like he maybe got a bit of a 

flyer or something with a lay up shot.  It's one of those days, that's this golf course. 

 

Q.  Are you hungry now for another win or are you just being patient, take it when it 

comes?   

 

PAUL CASEY:  (No response.)  

 

Q.  Hungry? 

 

PAUL CASEY:  Yeah. 

 

Q.  Not going to answer that question? 

 

PAUL CASEY:  Pretty hungry.  I've been, as I said to Dennis back there, I've been working 

hard with Johnny on things like distance control and working on some different shots and on 

the putting, but it's very much time to try and make that hard work pay off if we can. 

 

Q.  (No microphone.)   

 

PAUL CASEY:  Been with Johnny since the Hero last year.  Before that he was with Luke 

basically until this point.  Rex will probably know, probably to this point last year. 

 

Q.  Your favorite topic, Ryder Cup? 

 

PAUL CASEY:  Yeah. 

 

Q.  How different is it -- 

 

PAUL CASEY:  I had no idea where he was going. 

 

Q.  How different is this time of year for you without that hanging over your head? 

 

PAUL CASEY:  It's really weird actually.  It's a bit strange. 
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Q.  How does it change it for you, I guess? 

 

PAUL CASEY:  I don't know.  It's going to be an interesting one, sitting, being on the 

outside.  I've been on the outside before but for different reasons.  You know, I watched a 

certain amount, as I do a lot of events.  If I'm not in the Masters and things like this in the 

past, I watch but not really closely until maybe the last nine holes.  Same with the Olympics.  

I watched a little bit starting off and then I was just pretty engrossed in sort of the last half 

dozen holes, as I'm sure I will be with the Ryder Cup.   

 

Not being a factor, not being part of whether I make the team or not this time around, you 

lose that churning in the stomach because I'll tell you right now, you wake up in the morning 

and if this week was counting towards qualifying and you're in but not solid or you're just on 

the outside trying to make it or you've got no chance but you might be a pick, whatever the 

scenario, there's always a little churning in the stomach, some butterflies in there.  Very 

similar to something you get when you're leading a tournament.  You get on a Thursday 

morning at something that doesn't seem that we do week in and week out.  So it's weird not 

having that. 

 

Q.  (No microphone.)  

 

PAUL CASEY:  No, I'm sleeping.  (Inaudible).  It was the day after the Caddie World 

Matches, which was a long day.  I was exhausted, yes. 

 

Q.  Two birdies to close things out, part of a back nine 30 for Paul Casey, all ends up 

at 5 under par.  What's your assessment of day one here at TPC Boston? 

 

PAUL CASEY:  Pretty happy with that.  Didn't expect to beat that number after the way I 

had started bogeying one of the easiest holes on the course, No. 1, from the middle of the 

fairway.  I was making a mess of it to start off but righted the ship, hit some really lovely 

shots out there.  I feel like I'm striking the ball as good as maybe I've ever hit it, but just 

happy.  Not a course I've typically had a lot of success around but I love this place.  Being 

just outside of Boston, it's a great part of the world, great fans and it's nice that I can move 

up that leaderboard a little bit. 

 

Q.  Fifty-ninth on the FedExCup standings beginning this week.  What's the balance of 

trying to play golf but also trying to ensure that you move on next week? 

 

PAUL CASEY:  I am not worrying about the FedExCup too much or where I'm standing in 

the FedExCup right now.  Obviously I do worry about it.  You know, I've had enough of these 

now, you've just got to take care of the golf event and be diligent at taking one shot at a 

time.  I know it's cliche, but there are guys that get caught up in it and get worried and it can 

affect performance.   

 

So my big thing is I've got to have a good week.  I've been to the TOUR Championship 

before and you just want to be there in the top 5 and control your own destiny.  Being 
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outside that top 5 and having other guys in control is not something you really want to be 

part of.  So you've got to have a great Barclays, Deutsche Bank, BMW, whatever it is and 

this is a great start and hopefully I can finish off this week and move up there as much as I 

can. 
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