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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW:  JORDAN SPIETH      
September 1, 2016 
 

 

JOHN BUSH:  We would like to welcome defending FedExCup champion Jordan Spieth into 

the interview room.  He's making his fourth career start here at the Deutsche Bank.   

 

Jordan, you missed the cut in your first two events last year leading up to the FedEx Cup 

title, so you're coming off of a top-10 finish last week, so you're in much better shape at this 

point.  

 

JORDAN SPIETH:  Yeah, 2016, you know, FedExCup Playoffs, much better than 2015.  It 

was a good start last week.  Struck the ball really nicely.  Struggled a bit on the greens.  I 

made a few nice putts but I gave myself a lot of chances given how difficult Bethpage was.  

Found a reason why, seemed to be standing maybe a little too far away from it, so I worked 

on that a bit on that yesterday and it felt better.  So confident coming back to TPC Boston 

here where I've had some pretty special memories going back to 2013.   

 

So looking to again, like I mentioned last week, build momentum.  Last week was really what 

I was looking for.  Obviously you're always trying to win, it's the best momentum you can get.  

Felt like we built some up. 

 

JOHN BUSH:  Seems like we've seen more Jordan Spieth bobbleheads this year than we 

can count, but I see we've got another one here this week, so there's the FedExCup.  I know 

you would like to get another one of those for next year as well. 

 

JORDAN SPIETH:  Yeah, no kidding, that's cool.  Yeah, FedExCup is a huge goal of 

everybody's.  Guys talk about it constantly, they talk about it like they talk about majors.  It's 

a life-changing type of event to win.  It was really special last year and, yeah, it would be 

really cool to add another one of those at some point.  And this year, things seem to be 

really starting in place.  My swing seems to be getting into a position that it was last year.  It 

took three or four months where I kind of had a little play or rerouting in it that I've been 

trying to get rid of.  It was actually a play opposite of my natural golf swing, which is 

something I've been working hard on, trying to simplify, and it's getting to a point last week 

where I felt like I was just taking it back and through and the ball's starting online. 

 

Feel pretty good about this going forward. 

 

Q.  Could you talk, you may have mentioned this last year, but could you talk about 

the actual fiscal, the $10 million FedEx bonus.  I assume you have direct deposit. 

 

JORDAN SPIETH:  Straight cash, homie, straight cash. 

 

Q.  Did you check the statement to see it, how you found out it actually arrived and 

what that looked like? 
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JORDAN SPIETH:  Yeah, it comes in with also the TOUR Championship check, so I 

remember -- I have regular meetings with my financial advisors, and I remember going in 

pretty giddy after the tournament to see a report.  And when they showed that this is what, 

you know, the on-course, off-course earnings this month, and then expenses and whatever, 

and you saw the on-course earnings, whatever it was, it made a significant difference.  So it 

was cool.  It's been really -- it's been big for me.  I've been very blessed early in my career 

already on Tour to be out here and playing in the biggest events being up towards the 

top-10 in the world the last couple years, and financially that has a lot of impact.  I've been 

able to actually use a good amount of that and donate it to my foundation personally and 

help kind of start to grow that and actually make a difference in other people's lives, which 

has been pretty cool to actually get notes back, letters back of people that have been directly 

affected and impacted.  You can only do so much with so much money, you know.  

Obviously a lot of other people could really use it, and I start to really realize that. 

 

Q.  What do you think it's like, or the difference might be between someone like you 

who's on the Ryder Cup team and as many apparently as 40 or 50 others who are 

going through the FedExCup Playoffs and being reminded of the Ryder Cup basically 

every single playoff event? 

 

JORDAN SPIETH:  Yeah, I think I take it for granted a little just being on the team, take for 

granted the lack of pressure that -- I don't have that extra pressure.  That's a team that 

everybody wants to be on as a goal, and as bad as anything that they've tried to accomplish 

this year.  Now the guys that are just off the list that are in consideration, they pretty much 

have a playoff with each other over the next couple weeks, and really few tournaments, and 

it certainly adds excitement for those watching but for those guys, that's tough.  Everybody 

wants to be on it and there's going to be some pretty fantastic players that won't be able to.  

We have a great squad already.   

 

We haven't done much talking as players to the captains yet on -- at least I haven't, and a 

few of the other players I talked to.  Last night it wasn't about who are we going to pick, our 

dinner and festivities there at Gillette Stadium.  It was more this is our crew, we're a team.  

And then at the end it was, guys, we want your help and input on what we're going to do 

going forward by the end of BMW on who gets those first three.  As Captain Love said, the 

first three might be the bit easier than the last one because the first three, it's not final.  You 

still have that last one, you're not necessarily leaving anybody out in the first three.  The last 

one is going to be the toughest. 

 

Q.  Does that provide extra pressure when you've got two different things hanging 

over your head?  

 

JORDAN SPIETH:  Not sure.  Obviously last week there was that kind of position.  You saw 

Rickie and Patrick rise to the occasion, so maybe it brings out better stuff in these guys that 

have this kind of fire.  That's what we certainly hope for as a team and that's what we hope 

for as friends of those players and peers.  So I hope that's what it brings out.  Even extra 
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pressure doesn't necessarily mean -- it's not a negative, it's not a negative.  It can very well 

be a positive to just inspire even further. 

 

Q.  Talked about momentum, trying to build momentum and just curious how 

that -- what that feels like in terms of when you're standing over the ball hitting golf 

shots, when you're feeling momentum, is it a feeling of more confidence or more, I 

don't know, looking forward to hitting the shots you need as opposed to maybe being 

a little afraid of hitting shots?  How does that actually manifest? 

 

JORDAN SPIETH:  It's building confidence through patience.  It's standing over a 7-iron to 

the back left pin and, you know what, I'm going to go ahead and try to see this shot to go 

right at it.  The way you build momentum is obviously by having good memories on the golf 

course.  It's shots that you pulled off, you just have, you have seen it.  You can see 

everything you want on the driving range, you can take all the confidence you can off the 

driving range, but the real confidence comes from producing on the golf course.  The 

pressure gets heightened as we lead into the TOUR Championship and then the Ryder Cup, 

and that pressure can be diminished through having that kind of confidence and that 

momentum that you've seen those shots before in competition, in tough situations.   

 

I would like to have a chance to win in the next couple weeks, that's huge for building 

momentum.  Whether you do or don't, just putting yourself in that position.  I always talk 

about trying to be in contention before big events and this is a huge event.  But that TOUR 

Championship obviously has an extra prize attached to it that I know how significant it is.  It's 

through patience, it's through when you don't pull off the shot, you're going to get another 

one like it as long as you only focus on the positive ones. 

 

Q.  I just want to follow up with something unrelated.  What did you guys do with the 

bucket of balls that you took to Gillette Stadium? 

 

JORDAN SPIETH:  So I'm not sure, on one of the end zones, we actually ate dinner 

underneath it, I think it's like ground level boxes, and they have maybe where the 

cheerleaders stand, at least that's how it works in the Cowboys stadium, above on a big 

platform that's probably 20 yards up in the air and we were hitting shots out to a pin that's in 

the middle of the field.  Phil got the closest and he hit -- there was no left-handed clubs and 

he hit it righty.  He hit it to about four feet.  78-yard shot.  Phil hit it to about four feet 

right-handed on his second try -- guys were hitting two or three balls -- which made us all 

feel really bad because he sure let us know about it. 

 

Q.  Who brought the pin?    

 

JORDAN SPIETH:  I'm not sure.  I guess they set it up.  This was all put together from Tom 

Lehman, he played in the father-son with one of the sponsors of the stadium who we met 

last night.  I guess through -- they want to do something really special for the guys who are 

on the team.  They sure did.  It was really inspirational.  We had Mike Eruzione speak to us 

and talk about the 80 Olympic games and show a video.  I only know it as the Miracle on Ice, 
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the movie, which is one of two movies that I cry every time to. 

 

JOHN BUSH:  What's the other? 

 

JORDAN SPIETH:  Probably Remember the Titans.  Certainly. 

 

Q.  Jordan, you've bounced back from some tough losses in your career, notably 

Colonial this year after the Masters.  What's the best piece of advice you've received 

after coming back from these tough situations? 

 

JORDAN SPIETH:  Recognizing the longevity of a career, recognizing how many chances 

you're going to get, and that that kind of time and the poor memories, the poor experiences 

like this year at the Masters, you know, if you keep your head down, keep doing your job, it 

will end up diminishing because you'll end up getting back to that high point again. 

 

It was very much a low, it was a really tough thing for me for a while and I'm starting again to 

feel really good about the way I'm hitting the ball, I feel confident about that.  I told you guys 

at the Masters this year I wasn't confident about the way I was hitting it, I was just getting it 

around and breeding that confidence back leads into everything for me in the way I'm 

striking it, because I believe in my putting, and if I keep on this process of the momentum 

I've built over my ball striking over the past month or so I'll get that kind of chance again.  

And the more times you prevail, the less you think about what happened in those tough 

times. 

 

Q.  Jordan, you're coming to an end of a season that's taken you pretty much around 

the world, going back to last fall.  I'm just curious, what's been your favorite 

off-the-course experience you've had in all those travels this year?  I don't know if 

you get to see much sightseeing type of things or not? 

 

JORDAN SPIETH:  Yeah, a bit.  I love going to Australia, I'm going back again.  I love 

Sidney.  I had a great time there, just such an amazing place.  Probably the coolest place 

I've ever been, so that's up there.  Specifically being out on the water, going to the Opera 

House.  I really enjoyed, is it the Sands Hotel in Singapore?  The Palms?  Yeah, the top of 

that, they have a pool up there and a kind of restaurant bar area and it's one of the coolest 

sites you can see.  Storms blow through there every afternoon, and then you get a really 

nice sunset here or there with the storms in the distance.  That's a pretty cool place to be, 

too.  I'm really fortunate in my travels early on, I love doing it and will continue to do so 

starting back with Australia this year. 

 

Q.  When you boys looked at the schedule early or late last year or this year, you 

knew that this time of year was going to be busy, the Majors, Olympics and this, had 

you done as good a job as you had hoped to keep your energy level up? 

 

JORDAN SPIETH:  I think so.  I had expected, looking at the season, that I would be playing 

in the Olympics as well.  By not being there, my energy levels here are probably higher than 
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they would have been.  I also missed out on an experience I certainly wished I was there for.  

But yeah, I feel good about it.  It's still about, again, this building momentum isn't just on the 

course, this is off the course, strength, stamina to make sure that when you're playing two 

matches a day in the Ryder Cup, you have your best golf for all 36 holes that day, and 

maybe a couple days in a row, so that's still looking forward for me.  And I can use it all up 

there and then certainly rest the week after.  So I feel good about where I'm at with that, yes. 

 

Q.  Jordan, you had mentioned how much import you would give to Davis for how a 

team gets put together.  I was wondering how much weight do you think you should 

put on kind of looking to the future and picking kind of younger guys who might be 

more your age and your generation versus an older player as much as things can, all 

things being equal? 

 

JORDAN SPIETH:  You know, it's tough for me to say.  I've got friends on both sides.  

Personally I think in the four picks, if you get a combination of a couple of younger guys and 

then a couple guys who have at least played on a Ryder Cup before.  Right now, of the eight 

guys, we have one rookie, that's Brooks.  We made him carry the golf balls around last night 

while we were there the whole time, while we were going through the whole Tour.  And that 

won't be the last thing he has to do, which is funny, because he's older than me.  He just 

took it with a smile on his face. 

 

So I think, to answer your question, I personally think a combination of a couple.  I don't 

know, as a whole from the team, he wants to hear from us.  Ultimately the captains are 

there, they know more about the stats, they know more about the history, we're so focused 

on what we're doing week to week right now through these FedExCup Playoffs, that's their 

job.  But they want our input.  Personally, I think a combination of the two. 

 

Q.  I know Tom Brady's your guy, you gave him a couple tips a couple months ago.  

You're right in his backyard.  Any chance that you guys have spoken recently? 

 

JORDAN SPIETH:  Yeah, I actually took a picture in front of his locker and sent it to him 

yesterday and he made a comment like, Where's the security?  It was cool.  Didn't touch 

anything there.  He's got it pretty well made up.  He knows the position of everything and he 

sent some pretty good vibes throughout his career so I don't want to mess with anything 

there. 

 

Yeah, stay in touch here and there.  He wishes me well.  He's somebody who, if it's a really 

off week, he'll be a guy that reaches out to try to help you rebound.  He's been through it all.  

If it's a really good week, he'll reach out, and say keep it up.  It's really cool to have a guy 

like him that I'm such a huge fan of that seems to be in my corner and supporting.  It's good 

with Under Armour we've made that connection and certainly hope the best for him. 

 

The Pats, I root for the Pats in the AFC.  If you can have two teams, the Cowboys are my 

team, he knows that.  He calls me out on it, but if we're not playing the Pats, then I root for 

them.  I have since I was probably seven, eight years old, and I'm not saying that because 
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I'm here, it's true. 

 

Q.  Jordan, there's been a lot of multiple tournament winners in the Playoffs, guys 

seem to find the hot hand and ride it.  You kind of went against the grain last year. 

 

What do you think the biggest factor is to finding that hot hand, and was there ever a 

point maybe after this tournament a year ago that you had worried that you had 

gotten cold at the wrong time? 

 

JORDAN SPIETH:  I couldn't really hear your question.  You said there's been a lot of 

multiple tournament winners through the Playoffs, and last year did I feel like I lost the hot 

hand from the first two?  

 

Q.  Yeah. 

 

JORDAN SPIETH:  You guys see it every week, the trends, guys are playing well, they keep 

playing well.  You have the confidence from the week before your game can travel to a 

different grass type or even a different golf course type.  You expect Patrick Reed to play 

really well this week.   

 

So to win a couple times in a few, two, four-week, whatever you call it, stretch is something 

else because one win takes so much out of you or even getting close to winning takes so 

much out of you on that weekend so it's very difficult to do.  It's why you don't see it that 

often throughout the season.   

 

I'm not sure why you would see it more in the Playoffs here, to be honest, I really don't.  

Jason won twice last year.  Was I concerned?  Yeah, I was concerned.  It would have been 

easy for me to say I was worn out from being in contention throughout the year last year, but 

I didn't feel like I wanted to end it that way whatsoever.  So that week off that we had in the 

Playoffs was huge.  I kind of regrouped, went up and had a solid week in Chicago but it was 

solid enough to where it was like, all right, I'm back, I'm going to East Lake, we've played 

well there before, and now I've stayed in the top 5, which is huge.  You want to be able to 

control your own destiny.  That's obviously the goal this year as well.  I stayed in the top 5 

somehow even missing two cuts last year and went into East Lake and took care of 

business. 

 

I mean, getting a hot hand is important, but it's not all of it.  Bill Haas won from the 28th 

position.  I know he had a couple solid weeks but he came into East Lake and wasn't playing 

the best of anybody there leading into it and won.  So when it comes down to the TOUR 

Championship and the FedExCup title, it's nice if you're confident and you have a hot hand, 

but it's not everything. 

 

JOHN BUSH:  All right, Jordan Spieth, best of luck this week. 

 

JORDAN SPIETH:  Appreciate it.   
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