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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW:  PATRICK REED      
September 1, 2016 
 

 

AMANDA HERRINGTON:  We would like to welcome Patrick Reed, the Tour's most recent 

winner coming off a win last week.   

 

Patrick, now No. 1 in the FedExCup.  How's your outlook going into this week knowing 

you're leading the FedExCup?  

 

PATRICK REED:  I'm comfortable, that's for sure, but just treating it just like how I normally 

do.  It's just a normal golf tournament, go out and try to play the best I can and just keep on 

sticking to my game plan and try to build off what I did last week that I did pretty well.  

 

AMANDA HERRINGTON:  And also build off last year, you had a top 5 here last year as 

well. 

 

PATRICK REED:  Yeah, you know, I love this golf course.  I feel like this one, since it 

doesn't really change, you're not ever changing throughout the years, it's one of those that 

kind of fits my eye pretty well and I really enjoy it and it's always good to come to a place 

that you're really comfortable on, especially after a win.  

 

Q.  Just talk about how nice it is to be playing well coming off a win at this point of the 

year where you've got all the stuff coming up in the next five weeks? 

 

PATRICK REED:  It's always nice whenever you're playing well, especially through 

stretches.  There's kind of 12 events that you really hope to be playing well during and that's 

the World Golf Championships, the majors and then at the end of the year for the FedEx.   

 

It's been kind one of those things all year I felt like I've been playing like I did last week, I just 

wasn't able to quite get over that hump.  To finally get over the hump felt great and it was 

one of those goals to get back to Kapalua.  It's always been a big part of mine to go over 

there because that golf course, I can just aim as far right as I want to and hit as big a draw 

as I want to and it fits me perfectly.  To wait this long in the season, it was a little nerve 

wracking, but at the same time it was great because what better time to win than at a playoff 

event where you get 2,000 FedExCup points. 

 

Q.  Plus you've got Ryder Cup coming up? 

 

PATRICK REED:  Exactly.  With Ryder Cup coming up, you just want to make sure you're 

kind of playing really well during that stretch because it just comes down to every year it 

seems like who's playing the best at that time on team-wise always seems to win the Ryder 

Cup.   

 

Last Ryder Cup I played really well throughout it, but at the same time that's all old news.  I 
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know we finally got together, our whole team did yesterday and we just talked about doing 

our job, moving on forward and trying to create new history rather than old history. 

 

Q.  The first couple times you were here you didn't play that well.  What was the 

difference last year? 

 

PATRICK REED:  Well, last year I just felt like I put four decent rounds together.  The year 

before that I actually played pretty well for the first two rounds, I actually MDF'd because I 

shot 80-something, I think it was 81 on Saturday and it just seemed like I started running out 

of gas.   

 

The first two years I played in Playoffs, my first year I won at Wyndham.  Being that's your 

first win, I was just juiced up and by the time I got to Barclays and everything that came with 

the win.  First time I actually had to sit down and talk to all the media and do all the things 

after a win, I didn't know how to handle it.   

 

So when I got here after Barclays, I was mentally drained.  I didn't -- my body wasn't really 

functioning, I wasn't really doing anything well.  Last year just I had -- not last year, year 

before I just had one bad day.  And besides that, I felt like now I've been able to handle 

everything, been playing some solid golf.  You can't treat it like a playoff event, you can't 

treat it like a major.  You've just got to go treat it like a normal golf tournament, go do what 

you do on an everyday basis.  That's kind of the mindset I'm still in. 

 

Q.  Patrick, you mentioned that team bonding session last night.  What can you tell us 

about it, what were some of the highlights for you? 

 

PATRICK REED:  Well, it was the first time we actually were able to come in and we went 

and did a Tour around Gillette Stadium.  That was awesome.  I've never actually been inside 

of a stadium inside where you see where the guys work out, all that kind of stuff, all the 

things that behind the scenes.  It was so cool to be a part of and go see. 

 

It was just kind of one of those things, we got together, hung out, talked.  Didn't really talk 

much about Ryder Cup, just kind of chatted up, had a good time, got to know the guys a little 

better.  And I think that's going to be key for us is getting to know our guys a little better and 

also taking care of us because if we take care of each other, the guys next to us are going to 

be more comfortable, they're going to take care of themselves and at the end of the day 

hopefully the cup stays here. 

 

Q.  Get any grief losing to a lefty using a righty club in the closest-to-the-pin contest?  

 

PATRICK REED:  Well, I'm four and a half degrees flat on my irons so I had to hit Davis 

Love's irons that are upright, so it was kind of I tugged mine a little bit.  And Lefty he hit -- he 

probably didn't say, he hit probably four or five of them.  It was cool.  I've actually never seen 

him hit right-handed.  He has a pretty silky swing right-handed.  I can see how he hits one in 

the trees, there's a tree in the way, he just flips that thing over, it would be no problem. 
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Q.  Along the same lines, I was just going to ask you about Mike Eruzione's speech to 

you all.  Did that resonate with you, did you watch the movie? 

 

PATRICK REED:  Of course, I've seen the movie.  It was amazing.  For him to come out 

and talk to us was awesome.  Just to kind of hear from his perspective, now being an 

Olympian, all of a sudden he comes up and he's explaining and showing us everything that 

he went through and how it moved the country.  It was rough times for us at that period and 

he really felt like that that helped change how the country was.   

 

It's crazy how sports does that.  I mean, you see it every year.  Coming up to football 

season, people are crazy.  Then once football season starts, now it seems like back to 

normal.  It's kind of one of these things that hopefully we can do the same thing on the 

Ryder Cup team, go in and right now we're America's team, we're the American golf team.  

We have an opportunity to go out and do our job and hopefully keep the cup here.  I know all 

of us are going to fight for it. 

 

Q.  You guys also hung out with Robert Kraft.  What was he like as a host and how did 

you guys even end up at Gillette in the first play? 

 

PATRICK REED:  Tom Lehman knows all those guys really well so he kind of set it up.  

Mr. Kraft was awesome.  He was so much fun and to see your name kind of pop up around 

the stadium, everything that could light up in the stadium, any screen had red, white and 

blue all over it.  It was just so cool.  To show us the trophies, they're all sitting there, all four 

of them and the four rings.  I actually got to try on one of those rings.  I don't know how some 

of those guys can actually wear something like that, it was so big.  But it was so cool.  Just 

to hang out with somebody like that, you don't really know what to expect.  I mean, for how 

successful he is, who he is and all that, he's just a normal guy.  You go out and you're just 

chatting with him as if he's an old friend.  It's cool to see.  It was just so much fun.  Hopefully 

we can do it again sometime. 

 

Q.  Several guys in previous Playoffs have been able to string together consecutive or 

multiple wins in the Playoffs.  Why do you think that's the case and do you feel like 

you're pretty well set up to make a similar hot run this playoff stretch? 

 

PATRICK REED:  I mean, I believe in myself and how I'm playing right now that I have the 

opportunity to make a run.  You know, last week was just kind of a little bit of a taste of it for 

me because I feel like I've played that well all year, I just haven't closed one off. 

 

So it just kind of feels like one of those things, when you're playing well and week after week 

after week, now all of a sudden you play well in the first one and guys just take that 

momentum and just keep on running with it.  I think that's what's -- what the main factor is 

during these Playoffs.  In majors you have weeks in between and same thing at World Golf 

Championships.  This year not nearly as much as normal, but normally you do.  If you're 

starting to play well during the Playoffs, now you just carry that momentum, you can 
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continue it through.  That's why you see some guys will win one, two.  If they win two, I think 

was it -- didn't Billy win back-to-backs and then he just kind of ran with it?  You have other 

guys and they win one and they play really well the next week and well the next week.  It's 

kind of set up for that, especially with having these back all in a row.  So it's going to be one 

of those things that I'm not going to really focus so much on where I need to finish or what I 

need to do.  Really, all I'm going to focus on is what I did last week.  Find out a game plan, 

how I want to play every hole, stick to it and play some golf.  

 

AMANDA HERRINGTON:  Thank you, Patrick for joining us today.  Good luck this week. 

 

PATRICK REED:  Thanks. 
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