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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW:   TOM WATSON      
August 31, 2016 
 

 

 

DAVE SENKO:  We would like to welcome Tom Watson.  This is your first visit to the Shaw 

Charity Classic.  Maybe do you want to share your thoughts on how this came about to play 

here this year? 

 

TOM WATSON:  Well, I heard from the pros themselves.  You know, you always -- you 

listen to the guys who have played here.  What kind of course is it, how do they treat you, 

just the normal things you ask about a tournament.  I got rave reviews about the golf course, 

really good golf course.  It's a tight driving golf course on the front nine especially; you have 

to drive the ball very straight.   

 

But the course is in wonderful condition.  They shoot I guess pretty low scores here, but 

man, you had better drive the ball straight here or you're going to be underneath those pine 

trees chipping out if you have a backswing.  It's a good golf course, it has a lot of variety to 

it.  I'm happy to be here. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  Tom, do you have any history in Alberta playing up here at all?  

 

TOM WATSON:  No, I don't.  How far is Boise from here?  That's about as close as I've 

been this far.  I've played in Seattle.  Haven't been to Vancouver.  Been to Alaska.  This is 

as far west in Canada as I've been.  I hope to be able to get over to see Banff in the next few 

days.  My great uncle and aunt used to come up here in the summers.  They used to drive 

up here in the summers and spend three weeks at Banff.  He was my rich uncle.  He was in 

the lumber business so they could afford a little time off to get up here in the cool country 

and see it.  But they always told me when I was a little boy how beautiful Banff was.  It's 

good to be up here. 

 

Q.  You talked about how people told you the course was nice and that's why you're 

here, the course is good.  How do you determine, I guess, the tournaments that you 

do play?  I think you played a half dozen or so on this tour.  So how do you 

determine? 

 

TOM WATSON:  Well, to me it just fit in my schedule and it made sense.  I wanted to come 

up here, I wanted to come up and see the country.  It's like going to Bend, Oregon, when we 

played that tournament at Cross River outside of Bend there.  I went to Crater Lake to see 

that natural wonder.  I want to see the Canadian Rockies.  I'm a mountain guy, I like 

mountains.  

 

Q.  I'm assuming -- well, I know you see yourself as a great ambassador for the game.  

How much does that play a role in deciding to come out and play, or am I insulting 

you in suggesting -- are you here to try to win these tournaments? 
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TOM WATSON:  Well, a great ambassador is equal to legend, which equals old. 

 

Q.  That's not where I was going with this. 

 

TOM WATSON:  Essentially, that's what it is.   

 

No, the reason I'm out there, I've said it constantly in my later years out here that I still love 

to compete, and if I can compete successfully, I'll still compete, I'll still stay out here.  I don't 

play that many tournaments.  I've been there and done that, but I like to play and I like to 

prepare for playing the tournaments, getting my game in shape when I'm home to come out 

to a tournament. 

 

I have to say that I'm at a disadvantage because to be tournament -- to get that tournament 

edge, you've got to play a lot more than I do.  I have to hit it just right and that's a challenge, 

but I still feel as if I can do that and still compete against these young old guys out here. 

 

Q.  You had said when we had your conference call that your bucket list includes 

coming to the Stampede at one point in time. 

 

TOM WATSON:  It is, yes. 

 

Q.  Is that something that's long been on your bucket list? 

 

TOM WATSON:  It has been, it has been.  And now that I'm starting to cut cutting horses, 

I'm learning how to cut and I'm going to show, they have the Mercuria here, which is one of 

the big cutting horse shows.  They have eight events around the world and one of them's 

here. 

 

Q.  That's at Spruce Meadows, is that where that is? 

 

TOM WATSON:  Agrim Centre, yeah.  It's 50,000 added.  I'm kind of -- I'm going in a new 

direction, I'm learning horsemanship and I'm learning how to ride a quarter horse, a cutting 

horse, and I'll be showing here pretty soon. 

 

Q.  So really the next time you'll be here could very well be as a cutting horse -- 

 

TOM WATSON:  I'll probably follow my wife here, she's the real cutter in the family.  She 

competes a lot.  But this show business is a lot of fun.  It's a new horizon.  It's something that 

I really enjoy doing and learning something brand new.  I've always liked horses but I've 

never been around them.  I was a city boy until I moved out to the farm and then married 

Hilary.  She had a great love of horses and we started riding horses with cattle, and her 

daughter competed in high school rodeos in the state of Kansas, did well.   

 

About five or six years ago I went to her and said, you know, we have a nice facility here, do 
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you want to compete?  Do you really want to compete?  She said yeah, and when she said 

yeah, that opened up a new life for us.  It's pretty good at this age to have kind of a new 

passion, a new place to go. 

 

Q.  And how would you rate your ability at this point in time?  Could you come and 

compete in something like that? 

 

TOM WATSON:  Honestly, I have -- I've competed about three times is what I've done, but 

that's been just a few years back.  If I had to handicap myself, I'm probably right now a 27 

handicap, that's probably what I am.  I can stay on the horse, but the key is to do -- to learn 

the horsemanship, to learn -- and different horses are like different cars.  There are different 

things you've got to learn how to do on these horses, different buttons.  Part and parcel of 

that is learning how to train your own horse and learn how that horse wants to get away with 

stuff.  No, you can't get away with this, you've got to stay in this line, you've got to stop 

quicker, you've got to turn quicker.  You have to learn how to school your horse and make 

sure it's doing what it needs to do when it's in the show pen. 

 

Q.  Do you have your own horse? 

 

TOM WATSON:  I do. 

 

Q.  What's his name or her name? 

 

TOM WATSON:  Well, the horse I have right now is called Cosmo, Cosmo Cat, 

Cosmopolitan Cat.  There's a horse in the cutting horse industry called High Brow Cat and 

it's produced I want to say $80 to $90 million in winnings with its offspring.  Everybody wants 

to breed to a High Brow Cat.  Metallic Cat is one of them, Auspicious Cat is another.  These 

are all the bloodlines from this High Brow Cat and he's been the biggest producer ever. 

 

Q.  So you had to invest a couple bucks to get this sort of horse? 

 

TOM WATSON:  One dollar. 

 

Q.  Is that right? 

 

TOM WATSON:  Yeah.  It's a long story, but my ranch manager and a friend of his who's 

really in the horse business, they found me a horse and I started working on that horse and 

it was great.  I started riding the horse, learning the things.  The horse got hurt.  Now I don't 

have a horse to ride. 

 

So a trainer friend we know from California took pity on me, said we have a horse that's 

been in our pasture for three years and hadn't competed but it's a really good horse, Cosmo 

Cat.   

 

We had it trailered to Kansas City and that's the horse that I'm working at.  He just showed 
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this week down in Oklahoma and he didn't do particularly well.  He hasn't shown for three 

years so he's got to kind of get back with the program.  My wife showed him.  I think he likes 

me better than my wife. 

 

Q.  I won't tell her you said that. 

 

TOM WATSON:  I think we'll get along better.  My wife's the real rider, she's the real rider.   

 

Anyway, it's a new passion, a new place to go.  Golf has been great and I still continue -- I 

will still continue to play, but I play a limited schedule so now I have time to do this.   

 

Hal Sutton was a cutter.  Hal, his father owned a horse called Smart Little Scoot and here a 

couple years ago we bought into a horse called Scooter McGavin and it's a descendent of 

Smart Little Scoot, so a little bit of a tie-in with Hal Sutton.  Everybody wants to buy Scooter 

McGavin, but of course he's hurt now.  One thing you know about the horse business, you 

get into it, it costs you money.  You don't make money at it.  I had better play well here, in 

other words fill up the pockets a little bit so I can defray some of these horse costs. 

 

Q.  Can I ask you a question about this year's British Open and the wonderful duel 

they had?  Did that bring back memories at all for you? 

 

TOM WATSON:  It was sensational.  It was better than Jack's and my duel, that's for sure.  

How many under par they shot in the last round going head to head, spread eagled the field 

by what, 13 shots?  I mean, those are the types of sporting events in golf, in any other event 

you want to see.  You wait, you watch sporting events to see just what happened there and 

that was an absolute unique special event that will go down in history.  Everybody will 

remember that event. 

 

Q.  Now it's your birthday on Sunday? 

 

TOM WATSON:  67 years old. 

 

Q.  How do you plan to celebrate? 

 

TOM WATSON:  I hope to shoot 65, that would be nice.  65 on my birthday.  I've shot my 

age -- I've broke my age twice out here.  I shot a 63 and a 65 out here.  I shot a 63 at 

Toshiba and I shot a 65 at Pebble Beach when I was 66.  I haven't equaled my age. 

 

Yeah, to be able to -- to put it all together is what I still compete to do and I prepare to do.  I 

had some good shots today and I hit some really wayward shots today, not good shots.  The 

good shots, if I get in that groove and start swinging and hit those good shots, that's where 

I'm trying to get to, that's what I want to do.  This last week hasn't been particularly good in 

preparation so I'm struggling a little bit, but I saw some daylight today, that's good. 

 

Q.  Can I ask you real briefly about, just on a side note, pace of play in golf has been 
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one of the big things in golf.  Does it concern you at this level and also for the 

average Joe? 

 

TOM WATSON:  Well, we played in just over five hours today, our group.  You know, 

everybody's playing their own ball and of course we have amateurs who hit the ball -- they 

swing more times than the pros do.  When you get down to where you're competing on 

either tour, certain players have a longer time to prepare for the shot than others.  

Sometimes it gets a little bit frustrating when you're waiting all the time, but I'm too old to 

worry about that stuff. 

 

As far as the game of golf is concerned, you don't have to play 18 holes to enjoy the game.  

You can go out and play nine holes or go out and play six holes or three holes.  Go out, just 

play.  Go out and play.  Enjoy the game.  Have fun at it.  The game has struggled in the 

sense that not as many people are getting involved with the game.   

 

I think the National Golf Foundation said more kids got involved this last year than in 

previous years.  We struggled when the economy turned south and all the golf courses, all 

these Taj Mahal golf courses started to fail because they overbuilt them.  Again, we haven't 

caught up, we haven't caught back up yet.  Golf should be played fairly fast and on easy golf 

courses.  The great thing about it, especially in the United States, we have so many public 

golf courses.  I don't know how many thousands we have.  Do you know the number, Dave? 

 

DAVE SENKO:  I don't. 

 

TOM WATSON:  I don't know, but we have I don't know how many, between 10,000 and 

20,000 public courses in the United States and you can go out and play. 

 

But the thing is, you go out and play and don't be charged a full greens fee to play nine 

holes or six holes.  Let them play just a few holes.   

 

To get the kids involved with the game is another issue.  I'm a strong proponent and a 

supporter of our First Tee program, and by extension I'm a strong supporter of the Youth on 

Course program that basically is expanding throughout our country.  The First Tee program 

is a program that gets kids involved not only in green grass but also in schools with the 

SNAG.  SNAG is plastic stuff.  And then the transition is another question, whether they 

transition from an in-house closed environment out to the green grass.  Get them on the 

green grass and teach them the game.  That's kind of the hook, the fun of the game, but 

also the Nine Core Values, the sportsmanship.  It's really a comprehensive, a really good 

program to get kids to understand the facts of life.   

 

But then after The First Tee program you have a problem because where do they go to 

play?  The First Tee programs usually are not associated -- they're associated with an 

18-hole golf course, maybe a three-hole golf course, six-hole golf course, something like 

that, that's where the Youth on Course comes in.   
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Once they get to a certain proficiency level -- a par level or better, birdie or eagle -- they 

have the skills and the etiquette, they understand how to treat a golf course, then Youth on 

Course will provide them an opportunity to play on any public -- on public golf courses that 

sign up for five bucks.  Five bucks only.  They can go out and play for five dollars.  They 

subsidize it from the junior fee to five dollars with private foundations like ours, Northern 

California Golf Association.  In the northern climes it's really worked well, I think they have 

over 118 or 30 courses involved and signed up where kids can go out and play for five 

dollars. 

 

It's all about location.  If you're a kid and you go to the First Tee program and you have a 

course near you, go play it, five bucks, five bucks.  Before it was $17.  That's too much.  

Maybe $20.  So that's by extension what we're trying to do to get kids to play more golf.  The 

PGA of America, the PGA, they have what they call Junior League golf and that is involved 

with golf clubs and they're forming teams, teams of all age groups and they go out and they 

play teams.  They play a team against a team.  It could be a seven-year-old and a 

14-year-old playing together in a scramble format, playing against this other team.  It's 

gotten good reviews.  There are a lot of people signed up for that. 

 

Again, we struggle in this game and just about every other game with trying to get 

kids -- trying to entice kids to play the game.  There are lots of opportunities to do other 

things.  There's lots of opportunity to spend the time on your cell phone.  That's my big pet 

peeve.  The time spent on social media is time lost for golf, truly is.  It's time lost for a lot of 

other things, too, truly is.   

 

But golf will always survive.  It's a wonderful sport and you're out in a park.  Parks are all 

different.  The parks, you play a golf course once and you play it the next time and you see a 

different part of it.  Tennis courts are pretty much the same.  Football fields, basketball 

courts, soccer fields, all kind of the same, but golf courses are all different.  We've got a 

great sport. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  Thanks, Tom. 
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