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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW:    SEAN O’HAIR      
August 31, 2016  
 

 

 

AMANDA HERRINGTON:  We'll go ahead and get started.  We would like to welcome Sean 

O'Hair into the interview room here at the Deutsche Bank Championship.   

 

Sean, incredible week last week.  You jumped 93 spots into the Top 100 with a T2last week 

and now coming to a place where you've had a lot of great success, three Top-10s including 

T5 here last year.   

 

SEAN O'HAIR:  Yeah, a lot's happened in the last few days and it's been exciting.  Last 

week was obviously a special week for me.  I took two of my boys, just us three, I drove 

them up from home and spent the beginning of the week practicing with them and playing a 

practice round with them.   

 

The intention was for them to just spend the week with me by themselves, and after my 

practice round or pro-am on Wednesday, I figured that was probably not a very good idea.  

So my father-in-law came and picked them up on Thursday and took them down, but it was 

a fun week.   

 

I think game-wise, I felt pretty good about my game going into last week.  Felt confident, but 

I felt relaxed and was fortunate enough to play well at the right time, so here we are. 

 

AMANDA HERRINGTON:  Coming into this week, a place that you've had success as a 

playoff event, what is it about TPC Boston?  

 

SEAN O'HAIR:  It's just one of those courses that fits my eye.  I think off the tee, off the tee, 

the curvature of the golf course, the shots that you have to hit around here, I think, to be 

successful fit my eye and I feel comfortable on the greens.  My whole career that I played 

here, I felt that way so it's not something that's kind of a love-hate relationship, which I tend 

to have on a lot of these courses out here.  This is one that I feel very comfortable on and I 

just think a lot of it just has to do with the look of the golf course. 

 

AMANDA HERRINGTON:  We'll go ahead and take questions. 

 

Q.  Sean, a couple years ago you and I spoke in Columbus when you were in the 

Web.com Playoffs.  Is there an appreciably different game that you're playing now to 

then or is it just such a fine line that it's almost imperceptible? 

 

SEAN O'HAIR:  Definitely my game's in a lot different place than it was then.  That was 

what, '14?  Yeah.  '13 was probably the low point for me.  I just had no clue what I was doing 

and I couldn't really hit the ball the way I know how to hit the ball.  And then '14 I was starting 

to get it back, and then last year was a decent year for me, but this year's the first year in a 
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long time I'm driving the ball the way I know how to drive the golf ball.  It used to be the 

strongest part of my game when I came on Tour, and I used to hit it really long and really 

straight, and I think that now I'm starting to do that.  I look at how I hit the ball off the tee last 

week and that's what I remember.  I'm starting to get that confidence again.   

 

And overall, it hasn't just been last week, it's just been the whole entire year I've been driving 

it fairly well.  The thing that I just haven't been doing is hitting the greens the way I used to.  

You know, I used to hit 17, 16, 15 greens a round.  When you do that, it's very difficult to 

play bad golf.  I would say '13, '14, even, you know, last year I struggled hitting greens.  

Even this year, I think I'm like 66 percent or something like that in greens in regulation, but 

it's kind of a hit or miss for me.  It's like one day I'll hit 10 greens and the next day I'll hit 13 

greens. 

 

So what I'm trying to get to is I'm trying to get to a point where I just play the game I played 

when I got out here, which is just tee to green being very strong.  In the past I've tried to 

improve my wedge play and I've tried to improve my short game and I've tried to improve my 

putting, which I have, but the things that I don't do well that I did when I first came out here is 

hit the ball well off the tee and hit the ball well into the greens. 

 

So I'm starting to see that.  The game is starting to be recognizable to me and that's a 

comforting feeling. 

 

Q.  Just to follow up, you mentioned so obviously it's a lot different from '14.  Would it 

be safe to say then that -- you mentioned confidence -- confidence level is way 

different, too? 

 

SEAN O'HAIR:  From '14, yes.  It's not where it needs to be though.  I still have a long way 

to go.  I don't think one week changes that.  I'm realistic here.  I don't feel like I can conquer 

the world yet.  I think there's been a lot of questions that I asked myself in the last few years 

and I think they're gradually starting to go away, which is nice. 

 

To be able to just show up and play golf and know that I'm going to play good golf and know 

that I'm not going to have to worry about certain things, it's a good feeling and I think that's 

going to allow me to play my best golf. 

 

Q.  Sean, the Playoffs, traditionally there's been guys that have kind of ridden some 

momentum and done some great things.  You look at Horschel a couple years ago.  

Given the fact how well you played last week, you're coming to a course that you've 

played well before, you look like you're in pretty good shape to get to the TOUR 

Championship, which I think the last time you played there, you played pretty well.  

Do you have kind of a good sense of being able to ride some momentum for the next 

few weeks or are you trying to avoid looking that far ahead?  What's your mindset 

from that standpoint? 

 

SEAN O'HAIR:  No, it's a good question.  I 100 percent feel like it's a wave that I can ride for 
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a while.  I don't think there's any reason why I shouldn't think that.  My performance I would 

say a month into, say, North Carolina wasn't impressive but I think I missed three or four 

cuts and most of those cuts were missed by a shot.  So it's not like I was playing bad golf, I 

just maybe was getting in my own way a little bit with a three-putt here or missing a green 

with a wedge there or just doing stupid stuff.   

 

My caddie just is like, he's told me the whole entire year, you're playing great golf, you just 

need to stay patient and just don't lose faith in yourself.  And so it gets for a point where you 

hear that so often, you tell him to shut up, but it was nice to see it come out.  And now with a 

solid showing in North Carolina, that could have been a lot better, and then last week, I feel 

like I'm starting to trend the way I want to trend.  And it's not just finishing second, that's not 

the thing, that's not what gives me the confidence.  What gives me the confidence is being 

on a golf course like I was on last week where you can't fake it and you have to pull off 

shots, and you pull them off.  That's what I get the confidence from.  It's not from the result, 

it's from the situation of having to do something and you do it.  Because I know that if I play 

my golf, I can play with anyone out here.  I think that any stage I can play at and it's just a 

matter of just getting my game to come out.  I'm starting to see that so I'm just going to ride it 

as long as I can and hopefully that wave lasts, you know, for the next 10 years. 

 

The last little bit for me has been tough, and I constantly remind myself of guys like Henrik 

Stenson and Steve Stricker who have gone through tough times but it didn't define their 

career.  I think if you think about those two guys, the last thing you think about is the fact that 

they struggled for, you know, Stenson was, what, a couple years; and Stricker was maybe a 

little bit longer and you don't really think about it.  It's kind of what I'm shooting for is just to 

slowly, you know, just kind of get back into my groove.  I don't want to, like I said, conquer 

the world tomorrow, but I feel like if I can just make little improvements here and there and 

just play my game a little bit better, then everything else will take care of itself. 

 

Q.  Sean, I'm going to test your memory.  What are your memories of the 2003 

Blackstone Open and the 2004 Sterling Open, both of which you won in 

Massachusetts? 

 

SEAN O'HAIR:  I think my memory of Blackstone was collecting that check at the end of the 

week.  That was fun.  

 

Q.  Was that the first check in a while? 

 

SEAN O'HAIR:  No, it wasn't the first check in a while, it just was the first big check in a 

while.  That was fun. 

 

Sterling, I think I shot a really low score, I think I maybe set a course record at Sterling, I 

can't remember exactly.  I played some really good golf in 2004.  I think on the New England 

Tour that summer I didn't finish outside the top three until I think the last tournament and I 

finished fifth or something like that.  That was when I got my card that winter and then it just 

was like a wild ride from there on. 
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Those were years that really kind of got me up to this point, got me that confidence.  I 

actually feel like, what's funny is I actually feel like these last couple years out here could be 

something like that for me for the future.  I just don't feel like I've played my best golf out 

here yet.  I've said that to my core group of people and I think that I've learned a lot out here 

through my struggles the last few years, and I've always said that I think you learn more 

from your failures than you do your successes.  Hopefully these next -- or these last couple 

years can springboard me to some bigger things, and I think that's what '03 and '04 did for 

me to get out here.  Those gave me that confidence that I needed to get my PGA Tour card. 

 

Q.  One other thing, so if you won twice in Massachusetts, this is the only tournament 

left to win.  What do you think your chances are?   

 

SEAN O'HAIR:  I don't think I won the Mass Open, but this would be special.  I think any win 

would be special, to be honest with you.  It's been a long time.  That never gets old, winning.  

Honestly, if I won, it wouldn't even be about the FedExCup for me, it wouldn't even be about 

anything other than just winning and that would be special. 

 

Q.  The FedExCup Playoffs also fuels speculation about the Ryder Cup.  If you were 

Davis Love, who would you want to have for your four picks right now? 

 

SEAN O'HAIR:  You know, if I was Davis Love, I would just want to wait.  I don't think you 

can -- if you have the time to wait, I think you want to wait as long as you possibly can 

because you want the -- the criteria that I would want for the team would just be someone 

who's playing well at the right time, obviously the putter's important, and someone who you 

can rely on just from an everyday basis, whether it be if that's, okay, they're always a great 

ball striker or they're always a great putter or whatever, something that you can rely on 

under pressure because I think at that stage it's just a whole other level of pressure and 

expectation. 

 

I don't know exactly the guys that are right there that haven't -- that didn't qualify.  A lot of 

guys are playing some great golf obviously, so I think I would just wait until after the Playoffs 

and see what happens.  

 

Q.  Is there any hope lurking in the back of your mind?   

 

SEAN O'HAIR:  I mean, I would love to have the opportunity to play on a Ryder Cup team, 

especially for Davis Love.  He was one of my childhood idols, him and Freddie Couples.  

That would be awesome but that's a distraction.  Right now I'm focused on today and getting 

ready for this week and talking about the FedExCup or making the TOUR Championship or 

making it on the Ryder Cup team, that's all distractions, and my job is to come out this week 

and do my job so that's what I'm focused on. 

 

Q.  I was going to ask you about your last appearance at the TOUR Championship, 

which is 2009.  Do you remember back then if you thought, well, this is a place that 
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I'm just going to get to every year? 

 

SEAN O'HAIR:  Yeah, I made the TOUR Championship my rookie year, which I don't think a 

lot of guys have done that.  I'm not sure exactly how many guys did it.  And when I did that, I 

always thought that was going to be the case.  I thought every year I was going to win, and I 

thought that I was going to be a Hall of Famer and I was going to do all these great things 

and win the Grand Slam and ride off into the sunset.  And that just hasn't been the case, you 

know, and that's fine.  It's fine.  It's something that I've had to come to terms with and I'd like 

to achieve some of those goals.   

 

And being back at the TOUR Championship I think kind of confirms that you've done some 

great things and it's always kind of a nice way to end the year.  There's a way to start your 

year, which is Tournament of Champions, and there's a way to finish it, which is TOUR 

Championship.  So it would be nice to at least have one of those, for sure. 

 

AMANDA HERRINGTON:  Well, Sean, thank you for joining us and good luck this week. 

 

SEAN O'HAIR:  Thank you. 
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