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FINAL ROUND INTERVIEW:   AARON BADDELEY    
July 17, 2016       
 
 
 

DOUG MILNE:  Like to welcome the winner of the 2016 Barbasol Championship, Aaron 

Baddeley.   

 

Aaron, congratulations on your fourth career PGA Tour victory.  I know it was a long week 

with some stops and starts and some extra holes, but you certainly got the job done and you 

did it in dramatic fashion with the birdie there on the fourth extra hole.  I've been with you for 

a long time, a lot of years.  I know how bad you've wanted it and how bad you've been 

waiting for this fourth career title, so with that said, just a few comments on getting the win 

this week.  

 

AARON BADDELEY:  Yeah, it's been a long time between drinks, my last win being in 

2011.  Had some real struggles.  Last year was my worst year on Tour, and this was funny 

enough my best event last year, I finished 10th here last year, was my best event all year.  

So had a lot of good feelings coming back here, hit a lot of really good shots here last year 

so was excited to get down here and I think you could tell by my reaction on the 18th there 

how much it meant. 

 

Last year it was just really difficult.  Scott Hamilton's really helped me out this year and he's 

got me back on track.  I feel like in the playoff you can see how much better my ball striking 

was, and all week really.  Drove the ball great, gave myself opportunities all the time.  Yeah, 

just to -- it's crazy just to -- sometimes you think it's not going to happen again.  Like last 

year, how difficult last year was.  So I felt like this was coming this year because I felt like I 

was playing good and I played well the last two weeks, so I was really excited to come down 

here and play. 

 

DOUG MILNE:  I think last year was the only year you've not made it to the FedExCup 

Playoffs.  With this win you move for 41 so you're obviously heading in the right direction.  I 

asked you yesterday if knowing after 36 holes you were out of the lead by double digits, if 

that kind of put a damper on things, but obviously it's not over until it's over. 

 

AARON BADDELEY:  Yeah, I knew I was playing well and I was really -- at the halfway 

stage was sort of up to Jhonny because of how far in front he was.  If he kept going forward, 

like it was pretty difficult for us to catch him.  I played him today.  He played nice today, he 

just burnt the edges all day so obviously that was maybe the story of his weekend.  But to 

birdie two of the last three to force a playoff was pretty cool. 

 

Q.  You were listed as the PGA's Tour's No. 1 player coming in this week.  Did you 

ever feel like maybe you were the best shot to win this week? 

 

AARON BADDELEY:  I was very confident coming down here with how well I hit the ball the 
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last two weeks, how well I played.  I felt very comfortable around this golf course.  I told my 

caddie when we were playing nine holes on Tuesday, I said I feel really comfortable around 

this place so I was definitely confident when I was coming down.  I felt like I had a good 

chance to win this week just how my game was feeling and I knew if I could just keep hitting 

the ball solid, give myself opportunities with the putter, that being my number one strength, 

could turn into good things. 

 

Q.  You mentioned last year you had fallen below 400 in the world.  What did you find 

this past year that you -- you could take and you've had some top-10 finishes and 

started playing well? 

 

AARON BADDELEY:  Yeah, started working with Scott Hamilton last week a year ago.  He 

pointed out one main thing in my swing that was really holding me back and so I started 

working with him on that and a couple other little things.  This year my ball striking's just 

been a lot more consistent, had a lot more good days and my bad isn't as bad.  Then just 

sort of found something at Congressional, just one little thing that felt like it jelled everything 

together and just really hit the ball really solid these last three weeks. 

 

Q.  (No microphone.)   

 

AARON BADDELEY:  Definitely confidence was way down last year.  I was thinking about 

what else I could do besides golf, if I could get into like golf green design or something like 

that, which I'm still interested in if anyone's listening. 

 

But I just wasn't hitting the ball good.  Anything I tried wasn't working.  Then Scott showed 

me one thing that was like felt like it was the root of the problem, so started really working on 

that and that's definitely been a big difference from where I am now to where I was last year. 

 

Q.  How bad did you want -- because Kim made such a good chip shot on that last 

hole, it looked like if you didn't make that, you was going to keep playing.  How bad 

did you want to end it there and make that putt? 

 

AARON BADDELEY:  Yeah, I mean, I had like -- I'd been inside Si Woo like the first three 

holes so I was like, all right, c'mon, let's end it.  I was just telling myself, let's end this right 

here, c'mon.  Swung the putter nicely.  The first couple putts I didn't quite swing it the way it 

needed to be swung.  When it was going up over the hill I was like oh, wait, this looks really 

good, and I went for a little dance around the green.  

 

Q.  How much of a grind was that matching par for par for three holes until the last 

one? 

 

AARON BADDELEY:  Yeah, I mean, it's just being patient and making sure I was focused 

on what I needed to focus on.  I was a little frustrated after the second one, missing that 

short one from like seven feet or whatever it was, six feet, because it was a really easy putt 

and I hit a terrible putt.   
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And John's really good, my caddie.  We started this year and he's great at keeping me on 

target.  He's like, c'mon, pro, let's get back in this, let's focus, switch back on, what shot do 

we need to hit on 17.  It's definitely a mental grind more than -- because you can sort of 

relax a little bit, you know, and then you hit a bad shot, so it was definitely key to staying 

focused. 

 

Q.  Doug kind of asked you this, but did you think you would win again?  Was that 

part of your realistic goals heading into this year?  

 

AARON BADDELEY:  Yeah, definitely, this was one of my goals this year was to get a W 

and get back to the winner's circle.  I felt like I was definitely heading in that direction.  Even 

the start of the year I was hitting the ball really solid the start of the year, posted some top 

10s early like at San Diego, Puerto Rico, so my confidence was growing, growing.  Then the 

way I played Congressional and Reno, even though I finished 12th and 17th, I still felt like I 

played really well and just had to be patient and I felt like a W was hopefully going to coming 

by year end. 

 

Q.  How much does it maybe help that you weren't in that 7:30 call time this morning, 

that the other guys who maybe were up at the top going into today would have been 

there that you didn't have to wake up and play?  

 

AARON BADDELEY:  Absolutely, I would have been up at probably 4:30 if I was teeing off 

at the restart.  Instead I was able to sleep in a little bit and relax at the hotel, have breakfast 

with the family, with the kids.  I got everything set and packed up, so it was definitely a nice 

morning not having to come out and finish up because it would turn into a long day, 

especially with the heat and the walk around here.  I was fortunate. 

 

Q.  Can you talk about the relief that getting the exemption on Tour gives you, and 

then maybe also talk about the schedule coming up now, you get to go to Maui, you 

get into the PGA Championship also.  Just talk about the excitement of being able to 

make your plans now.  

 

AARON BADDELEY:  Yeah, I mean, this year playing on past champions status and asking 

for invites, I've never done that before and have been very thankful for the tournaments that 

gave me exemptions and allowed me the opportunity to play.  I probably wouldn't be sitting 

here if it wasn't for those tournaments.  So it's definitely a relief to feel like you can plan your 

schedule.  That's part of it, but also going forward just the confidence that you get, it's pretty 

exciting.  I'm really pumped. 

 

DOUG MILNE:  Not to dwell on last year too much, but your one top 10 finish last year was 

right here.  What is it about -- obviously it's a place you're especially near and dear to now. 

 

AARON BADDELEY:  Yeah. 
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DOUG MILNE:  Does this course just really suit your game do you think?  

 

AARON BADDELEY:  Yeah, last year I played really well on the weekend.  I remember 

hitting 31 or 36 greens on the weekend, I remember I had like 12 under on the weekend, so 

coming back here I already had the good feels.  On the 71st hole when I hit it close to make 

birdie, after I hit it I told my caddie I hit the exact same shot last year.  So I had already hit, in 

my mind hit the shot I had already from the previous year, I just did the same as that and I 

hit basically exactly the same shot.  So it's just good feels and seeing good shots around the 

golf course, I felt very comfortable. 

 

DOUG MILNE:  Aaron, congratulations. 

 

AARON BADDELEY:  Thanks, Doug. 
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