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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW:   JHONATTAN VEGAS    
July 14, 2016       
 
 
 

Q.  Jhonny, great round today, clean card, four birdies and an eagle, 6-under 65.  

Screwed up on the -- par 71 here.  Just a few comments about the round?   

 

JHONATTAN VEGAS:  Oh, it was a great round overall.  From the beginning all the way to 

the end, I felt like I did exactly what I had planned at the beginning of the day.  You know, 

was able to hit the ball straight from tee, take advantage of the par 5s.  I played the par 5s at 

4 under, which is really good on this place.  I was able to manage some missed shots that I 

hit to make some good pars to shoot a great round.  Every time you can come and be tied 

for the lead in the first round it makes the weekend ahead exciting. 

 

Q.  Seems like position on the greens is critical out here, that you've really got to get 

yourself in position off the tee to get yourself in position on the greens.  Is that 

accurate? 

 

JHONATTAN VEGAS:  It is.  I think it's more important, to be honest, to be on the fairways 

because then it gives us a really good chance at getting the ball in the right section of the 

greens because hitting from the rough, to control it with some of the slopes of the green, if 

you get it on the wrong side it's really hard.  So I was able to drive it well today, keep it in the 

fairway, give myself a lot of opportunities and shoot a good round. 

 

Q.  Can somebody with your length can kind of overpower this place if you're hitting it 

solid? 

 

JHONATTAN VEGAS:  You can.  I think you definitely have an advantage.  There are shots 

like 16, the par 4, that you can carry the bunker.  It gives you a long iron to the green instead 

of trying to manage a fairway wood into that green.  The same thing with 18, it's an easier 

shot if you can carry the bunker, it leaves you a wedge into the green.  So you can definitely 

take advantage, but you have to drive it really well. 

 

Q.  Did you take advantage of that on 13 with the eagle? 

 

JHONATTAN VEGAS:  Yeah, I just hit a great drive, had about 218 yards, hit a really good 

6-iron to about 15 feet and made it.  That was a good eagle.  But overall I hit the ball solid, I 

gave myself a lot of chances and just got to keep doing that for the weekend. 

 

Q.  Did you think 6 under in this afternoon wave was on the table here as this place 

firms up and gets a little bit hotter? 

 

JHONATTAN VEGAS:  It was, because the ball tends to fly a lot in the afternoon here and 

the pins I would say were in somewhat easier position today.  If you could drive it well, you 
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could definitely shoot some low numbers. 

 

Q.  Maybe going out on a limb here but it seems like summertime's when you really 

start to start trending upwards.  Do you feel like summertime is when you kind of kick 

things up to a new gear? 

 

JHONATTAN VEGAS:  I do, especially this time of year.  Maybe it's the weather, maybe it's 

because I grew up in this type of weather, hot, humid, that my body feels better, I feel more 

comfortable.  Who knows what it is but it seems that way.  I don't mind the heat, I don't mind 

the humidity here, maybe gives me more energy. 

 

Q.  Is it possible you may be playing your best golf this year as the Playoffs kind of 

crank up and get here in about a month?   

 

JHONATTAN VEGAS:  I feel like I've been playing pretty solid all year.  Haven't had that 

breakthrough week to win out here, been close a bunch of times.  (Inaudible) putting four 

rounds together which is what I've had a hard time doing, but I feel like I'm playing good 

enough, and especially coming into the Playoffs you want to really be peaking towards the 

Playoffs. 
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