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ROUND 2 INTERVIEW:   MICHAEL THOMPSON    
July 15, 2016       
 
 
 

Q.  Got to feel pretty good about today, big round there.  

 

MICHAEL THOMPSON:  Yeah, today was really -- besides No. 1 and No. 4 beginning of my 

round, nothing went wrong.  I really didn't miss a shot all day, which makes golf fun when 

you do that. 

 

Q.  No TV out there this morning so could you give us some kind of highlights of your 

round? 

 

MICHAEL THOMPSON:  Yeah.  I started off, I three-putted from 20 on the first hole.  Hit it 

close on 2, made birdie.  Made a long putt on 3.  Just had one bad swing on 4, made 

another bogey so I was even par after 4.  Then made a couple solid birdies coming in on the 

front nine, birdied the two par 3s.  The par 3s, if you play well on those out here you're 

playing good golf.  Then stayed patient on the back side, kept giving myself chances and I 

got on a run.  I birdied three holes in a row and then had a chip-in eagle on 16.  I was kind of 

short-sided and dead on the chip and it just -- I got lucky, hit the center of the flagstick and 

dropped in, so it was a great day. 

 

Q.  What's it like to be back in Alabama this week?  I know you're an Alabama guy.  

 

MICHAEL THOMPSON:  Yeah, lot of nostalgia.  Just kind of the smells, seeing all of the 

bumper stickers and hearing Roll Tides and War Eagles, it's kind of fun.  It brings kind of that 

college spirit which we all love.  I look forward to every time I get to come back. 

 

Q.  How much do you guys look at the leaderboards when you see Vegas going off, 

he had that run there on the back, are you one that pays attention to it or are you just 

wondering what's going on?  

 

MICHAEL THOMPSON:  Yeah, I noticed it.  When somebody does that, I want to say it 

almost kind of takes a little bit of pressure off because you know like it's going to be almost 

impossible to catch him unless he does something really stupid.  I noticed the leaderboards.  

What I tried to do, I tried to stay real patient.  If you watch leaderboards too much, you start 

putting a lot of pressure on yourself trying to execute shots that otherwise you wouldn't try.  

On a course like this where you're having a lot of kind of short irons into greens, you want to 

give yourself the best possible look for birdie as many times as possible. 

 

Q.  What's it like to be a part of this Alabama contingent?  It seems like it just keeps 

getting stronger and stronger every year.  What is it about that program that's 

producing so many good young players.  I mean, you've got Bobby and Robby out 

here this week, Justin's obviously killing it on Tour.  
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MICHAEL THOMPSON:  Yeah, I think it's all because of Coach Seawell.  I think he's just 

probably the best coach in college golf.  He's really good in inspiring young men and 

motivating them to want to practice and get better.  He makes golf fun, which when you're in 

college that's what you want it to be.  Obviously the big programs, you want to win 

championships, but you want to make the college experience fun and he really focuses on 

that and does it in a way that makes you better. 

 

Q.  Have you gotten to know any of those younger guys out there? 

 

MICHAEL THOMPSON:  Yeah. 

 

Q.  Who do you know well? 

 

MICHAEL THOMPSON:  I lived in Birmingham for seven years and throughout that time I 

would go down a few times a semester and practice with the guys and even work out with 

them every now and then and just kind of get to know them.  I think it's exciting for them to 

have an alumnus come back, especially one that's on the Tour, and practice with the guys 

and just kind of, you know, let them see how I do things and also encourage them and 

hopefully instill some wisdom that I've gained over the years.  And for me, it kind of allows 

me to be a college student again, which is fun. 

 

Q.  I was going to stay it almost seems like you were the guy that got the ball rolling a 

little bit.  Do you feel like that as well? 

 

MICHAEL THOMPSON:  I feel like I was a catalyst to get it going.  The reason I transferred 

to Alabama, I was looking at Oklahoma State and Florida, two other really great programs at 

the time, it was because Alabama already had a good team, had a young team and they 

were missing that fifth guy and I felt that there was a spot for me to fill.  When I got there that 

was my goal, was just to earn my spot on the team and kind of help to motivate and lead the 

guys.  Hopefully, you know, it turned out that way, but I wanted to be a part of the team and 

get them playing consistently good.  Fortunately, we did. 

 

Q.  This is just my impression from working out here, but you're a Sea Island guy, 

there's obviously a ton of guys down there and y'all seem super close.  Is there a lot 

of SEC football rivalry talk down there? 

 

MICHAEL THOMPSON:  Yeah. 

 

Q.  What's the camaraderie like between all the guys from Georgia down there, all the 

guys from Alabama? 

 

MICHAEL THOMPSON:  Yeah, it's definitely fun.  In the fall we all don our university colors.  

We have to kind of, you know, treat Zach Johnson and Matt Kuchar a little nice because 

they're not in the SEC, give them a little bit of credit.  It's fun kind of jabbing at each other 
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and just that rivalry camaraderie is a lot of fun because we have a lot of games.  Whenever 

we're all home, we all get together and play and we're razzing each other the whole time, so 

it's a fun atmosphere. 

 

Q.  You've got another guy who's going to be out here next year, Trey Mullinax has 

locked up with card on the Web.  What do you think of his game?  

 

MICHAEL THOMPSON:  Yeah, I've known him since freshman year of college.  He's really 

got the complete package.  He's probably as close as you can come to Dustin Johnson in 

terms of raw power, just raw talent, and he's very good at just staying patient on the golf 

course.  He doesn't really let anything rattle him too much.  Every now and then we're all 

subject to letting our emotions get the better of us, but he's a complete player and he loves 

the Tide and -- 

 

Q.  Oh, yeah, he does.  

 

MICHAEL THOMPSON:  It's good to see other young guys coming up behind me because 

for a while there I kind of felt like I was alone out there a little bit, but we've got some really 

good talent coming out. 

 

Q.  I know Seawell said he's one of the guys that took him a little longer sometimes 

but he's one of the more talented players to come through there? 

 

MICHAEL THOMPSON:  Yeah, he always had the talent, it was just a matter of time for him 

to figure out kind of the process that allowed him to succeed and I think he's done a good 

job of that. 

 

Q.  This is the first event in Alabama since 1990's PGA Championship.  What's it like 

to have the Tour come back to Alabama? 

 

MICHAEL THOMPSON:  I think it's great.  Alabama's a golf state.  People love to play golf 

in this state.  We don't have any professional sports in Alabama, so to have the PGA Tour 

come to Alabama I think is a great opportunity to kind of showcase our talents and also 

hopefully bring more interest to the game.  I'm very pleased that there's an event here. 
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