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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW:   WILL WILCOX    
July 13, 2016       
 
 
 
 

DOUG MILNE:  Well, we'd like to welcome Will Wilcox to the interview room here at the 

Barbasol Championship.  Will, thanks for joining us for a few minutes.  Obviously a place 

that's special to you for a number of reasons.  You've got ties to the community here and 

that dramatic birdie putt on the 72nd hole last year to earn solo second place, your 

career-best finish on Tour.   

 

WILL WILCOX:  Heck, yeah.   

 

DOUG MILNE:  So with that said, just a few comments on being back here this week. 

 

WILL WILCOX:  Yeah, I mean, it's familiar surroundings and I'd love to get the magic again 

like I had last year.  It's going to be cool to have all my family down again.  I've played good 

in Alabama.  So yeah, I mean, I'll just see if we can get it going again and maybe have 

another exciting weekend. 

 

DOUG MILNE:  As far as your game goes, what are you most encouraged by right now as 

you're coming into the week?  

 

WILL WILCOX:  Yeah, I'd gotten real narrow on my downswing and finally just threw my 

hands up and got a swing coach, a guy that I've been seeing for probably off and on for 15 

years but he was able to point out what I've been doing wrong this season, which I didn't 

really know because I've been self taught.  I've just seen him sporadically just because I was 

bored really, so it was cool to -- cool to figure some stuff out last week when I was at home.  

I'm hitting it good again and we'll see if I can trust it and make putts.  I hit it really well here 

last year, so it came kind of easy, so hopefully I can get that spark again like last summer.  It 

was such a cool year to end up on the PGA Tour full time so I'd really like to have the 

opportunity again for next year. 

 

DOUG MILNE:  In addition to your finish here, you had a number of other top-10 finishes, 

you led in all-around category for quite some time.  Did you see that success coming that 

early on in your career and how did you kind of deal with that?  

 

WILL WILCOX:  Yeah, it's been -- I've dwelled in the past a little too much this year because 

I hit it so good and everybody was all high on how I played.  So, you know, that's part of 

learning.  It's great to have the success and I like bought a house and stuff, so it's cool 

to -- it's definitely been a dream come true so I just want to secure the job for next year, 

which I'm pretty close to.  But yeah, last year was definitely a learning curve as well, this 

year even more so.  I just want to -- I don't even have to hit it -- I can hit it half as good as I 

did last year and I'll be able to knock it out pretty good.  
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Q.  Will, could you talk about -- Michael Johnson is making his pro debut in this 

event -- what the Johnson family has meant to you, specifically the foundation for 

Bradley and how that helped you early on?  

 

WILL WILCOX:  Yeah, they did.  I mean, my senior year in college just being a broke 

college student, they gave me enough money to support myself for the last three months of 

my senior year at Clayton State so that was really nice of them.  I knew Bradley well and he 

was a rising star, and that was really sad what happened to his older brother Bradley.  But 

Michael's a heck of a player.  I mean, I think he made the Walker Cup team or something?  I 

don't know what's going on.  I know he's really, really good and he's probably a first teamer.  

But I love the Johnson family.  They've been there for me my whole life and they've always 

been really supportive, and I haven't seen Hugh and Sherry in a couple years, but in 2008 

they really stepped up and helped me out when I needed it. 

 

Q.  Will, this happened a little bit ago but a hole-in-one at a PGA Tour event is 

something that you'll probably never forget.  Kind of take us back to that, and if it 

happens again this week, are you also buying us, the media members, drinks again? 

 

WILL WILCOX:  Yeah, for sure.  Yeah, the Tour was nice enough to suggest that and all 

you've got to do is say yes or no.  So I assume most people would say yes, but I don't mind 

a beer every now and then so I'm even more prone to do that.  Yeah, that was a cool 

experience.  It's amazing how something like that can be more impactful on your career 

getting your name out there than playing good.  That was bigger than finishing second here 

when it came to getting my name out there.  So yeah, I'll get you all some beers. 

 

Q.  You've had some not necessarily bad luck but things haven't been going so well 

for you recently.  How much of a motivating factor has that been coming into this 

tournament? 

 

WILL WILCOX:  Golf is what it is.  Like my swing's been bad so that's all there is to it.  You 

can be born with the talent but if you -- you know, I fortunately was.  So if your swing, if you 

develop a swing flaw, it's all just about getting away from the bad habits, which I've been 

able to do, I think.  I've been hitting it really, really poorly and only missing cuts by one, one 

and two so I think there's something to be said for that.  At least I'm saying something for 

that.   

 

But it's tough when you have a lot of success and then you don't have it, everybody's always 

asking you and so it's, you know, which is natural in sports and that's just how it goes.  But 

I'm just, you know, I believe in myself, I know I'll be able to do it and I had a really good week 

last week.  We've still got four, five more tournaments and I'm in a pretty good position.  It's 

not like I'm 150th in FedExCup, so I'll have a job next year, it's just a matter of getting a little 

bit closer to what I had last year. 

 

Q.  You said you were self taught.  Did you ever have a coach or swing coach, 
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anything like that growing up, and is your experience with a coach recently your first 

experience with a coach ever?   

 

WILL WILCOX:  Yeah.  I mean, my mom was a PGA pro so from six to probably 12 she 

was -- she taught me how to play.  She taught me how to play, but now Eric Eshleman at 

Birmingham Country Club, I saw him first in like 2004, but it was never anything like official.  

Now it is.   

 

So at this point I felt like I needed a little boost and just to kind of -- because I had caused all 

the flaws in my swing so I needed somebody -- and I've been working on it for six months 

trying to get it out of my whatever, action on my own but it wasn't working.  So yeah, now I'm 

excited about the new opportunity with a swing coach and he's really cool.  But yeah, when I 

learned to play, my mom taught me. 

 

Q.  And just sort of given the way your season's going so far, is it nice to be back here 

where you've proved you can succeed? 

 

WILL WILCOX:  Yeah.  I felt like a rookie again this year because I had never seen any of 

the courses like L.A. and Scottsdale and all the big events.  You know, playing in these 

events is -- I'm a little more comfortable.  I'm not -- I don't really look at myself as like 

contending at the U.S. Open, you know.  I'm perfectly happy with playing the schedule that 

makes me comfortable, and being at home obviously makes me comfortable.  

 

Q.  Will, I read a story from Doug Milne about kind of how you had a different kind of 

upbringing.  Can you talk about the challenges, the hurdles that you overcame as a 

youth and maybe the turning point and how golf has helped you as a person? 

 

WILL WILCOX:  Yeah, I was really lucky to have golf.  A lot of people from my hometown 

obviously didn't, so they're, you know, all those guys are making like 12 bucks an hour 

welding or something.  Those are the guys like part of my crew from high school.  

Fortunately, don't see any of those people anymore.  Unfortunately, I mean.   

 

Yeah, just being from a small town and not having anything better to do, but I always had 

golf so I was able to withdraw myself from the silliness that they got into by just leaving town.  

When you've have created bad habits for yourself, leaving that area is always a good option.  

Not everybody has that and I did, so I just left and now I'm great.  So I wasn't 10 years ago 

but everything's good now.  

 

Q.  What's the story behind the yellow ball?  I've never seen it.  

 

WILL WILCOX:  Yeah, it's just a Srixon, that's their deal.  Like Callaway's got the soccer 

ball, whatever.  And so yeah, it's just a yellow ball.  They like it so I like it, pretty easy. 

 

Q.  Will, do I understand this correctly that maybe before you won the state am you 

were really, really close to actually quitting the game at some point and just kind of 
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had it and trunk slamming?  What kind of happened for you at that moment to just 

kind of get you back and get you to where you are now? 

 

WILL WILCOX:  Well, I was still an amateur at that point obviously and I was in college.  I 

wasn't playing golf because I wasn't on a golf team.  If you have to pay for golf, it's not as 

easy to do it every day.  So I just didn't play because I didn't have any money.  I was living 

down here, working at Brick Oven.  So yeah, it was just more of like I didn't have the means.  

But then when I got another scholarship obviously you want to play then.  But yeah, I didn't 

play for probably a year and a half from 19 to 20, whatever, 18 and a half to 20.  I was just 

making dough right down the street.  I don't know, spinning salad. 

 

DOUG MILNE:  Literally making dough.  

 

WILL WILCOX:  Yeah, literally like making actual pizza dough.  I don't know what I was 

doing, just tailgating and hanging out here.  
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