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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW:   ROBBY SHELTON      
July 13, 2016       
 
 
 

DOUG MILNE:  We would like to welcome Robby Shelton to the interview room here at the 

Barbasol Championship.  Robby, thanks for joining us for a few minutes.  Obviously a place 

you're excited to make a return to with your tie for third finish in the inaugural event last year.   

 

If I can just take you back, just kind of recall a couple of the highlights.  Obviously the whole 

week was a big highlight, but just a few of the things that made last year so successful and 

so special for you. 

 

ROBBY SHELTON:  Yeah, it was an exciting week.  I played really well.  I just came with a 

lot of expectations, I guess, I just wanted to play well.  But being an am is kind of different 

than being a pro.   

 

Highlights, I don't know.  I guess probably my third round shooting 5 under and then 

shooting 4 on Sunday were the two highlights for sure.  I just played really well on the 

weekend and that's what you've got to do out here. 

 

DOUG MILNE:  What did you take away from the week?  Were you able to kind of temper 

your enthusiasm and just kind of stick to the process which you probably have in order, or 

did you think that oh, this is the way it's going to be from now on?  

 

ROBBY SHELTON:  No, I knew I played really well.  It's not always that easy.  But it gave 

me a lot of confidence going into college golf for the year and it definitely gave me some 

confidence to rattle some wins and make the decision a lot easier to turn pro after my junior 

rear. 

 

DOUG MILNE:  Being an Alabama boy, did you have friends and family just kind of crawling 

out of the woodwork once you started creeping up the leaderboard there?  

 

ROBBY SHELTON:  A little bit.  They were all here pretty much Thursday and Friday last 

year and after I made the cut a few more showed up, but they were all here to support me 

and it was nice to see. 

 

DOUG MILNE:  And my last question before I open it up, have you been out this year, have 

you had a chance to play, check out the condition of the course?  

 

ROBBY SHELTON:  I did. 

 

DOUG MILNE:  Still look like it's going to suit your game?  

 

ROBBY SHELTON:  Yeah, I think so.  Nothing's changed.  They slowed down the greens a 
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little bit.  Besides that, it looks pretty similar.  I mean, I played 18 yesterday and it looks 

good.  

 

Q.  I know the pro thing for you is a newer feeling.  What has been the biggest 

transition that you have had to make personally in the very short time that you have 

been a pro that maybe you didn't realize was going to come with it or maybe affected 

you more or less than what you were maybe preparing for? 

 

ROBBY SHELTON:  It's just a little different in the sense of travel and doing a lot of stuff on 

my own.  But besides that, I mean, just wait to hear from each tournament because I'm on 

sponsor exemptions, so it's just kind of a last-minute thing, which is difficult.  It keeps you on 

your toes, you're always practicing, just hoping for the word.  Besides that, it's really not 

much different. 

 

Q.  For people that don't know, can you talk about how you started playing golf?  I 

read something about a videotape? 

 

ROBBY SHELTON:  Yeah.  My dad, he stopped and got me a set of clubs for my fourth 

birthday.  It was a T Rex Titleist set.  There was a video on the inside.  I got home, I watched 

it, I fell in love with the game just because of the video and they just made it fun, and I went 

outside and just started hitting in my yard and that's how I began.  I hit in my yard every day 

pretty much. 

 

DOUG MILNE:  Who were some of the guys you grew up watching on TV that you kind of 

emulated?  

 

ROBBY SHELTON:  I mean, I've been a Steve Stricker fan my whole life.  Seems like the 

best guy.  I mean, all around he's a great guy.  He's been the one I've looked up to.  Of 

course Tiger, he was there when I was growing up just winning everything.  I've always 

looked up to him for sure. 

 

DOUG MILNE:  There's obviously a big Alabama contingent out here.  Have you looked up 

to any of the Alabama guys for advice, kind of taken you under their wing much?  

 

ROBBY SHELTON:  Yeah, my freshman year being at Alabama, I had Bobby, Cory and 

Trey Mullinax and they took me under their wing and that's probably why I played so well my 

freshman year.  Just playing against them every day and trying to beat them was the 

highlight of my career at Alabama.  I mean, same with Justin.  I didn't get to play with him, I 

played a few junior events with him but he's also helped out a lot.  

 

Q.  What's your familiarity with the course?  How many times have you played here? 

 

ROBBY SHELTON:  We had a state high school here, high school event my sophomore 

year, I think.  But I've played the RTJ Tour when I was a junior growing up, which we had a 

tournament out here every year, and then last year.  So I've played it numerous times and I 
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know the course.  I've played all the RTJ courses around Alabama so I know how the greens 

work and the quirkiness of the courses. 

 

Q.  What do you think is the main advantage that you have, why did you finish so high 

last year? 

 

ROBBY SHELTON:  There was definitely pressure.  I wanted to show everyone what I had, 

but I don't know, I just came to the week, I felt really comfortable with the course and I was 

hitting the ball probably the best I've ever hit it.  The putter wasn't so hot but I made enough 

to jump up the leaderboard. 

 

DOUG MILNE:  One thing we were reading up a little bit in the back says one of your 

highlights, claim to fame is having beat Jordan Spieth in the past.  Can you tell us when and 

where that was?  

 

ROBBY SHELTON:  Yeah, that was when I was 14 years old, I qualified for the U.S. Junior 

Amateur.  It was in Michigan at Egypt Valley.  I think he was 16 and he was the big dog.  I 

played him and then Anthony Paolucci, which he was No. 1 in the world, Spieth was No. 2.  I 

beat them both actually to make it to the semifinals.  That was probably where my career 

jump started. 

 

DOUG MILNE:  Okay.  Well, Robby, we appreciate your time, best of luck this week and 

hope to see a lot of you right back here this year. 

 

ROBBY SHELTON:  Thank you. 
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