
1 

                                                                    Tee-Scripts.com 

ROUND 1 INTERVIEW:  JOHNSON WAGNER       
June 29, 2017 
 

 

Q.  How did it help you with your confidence level out there today? 

 

JOHNSON WAGNER:  Well, I've just been struggling with really striking the golf ball the last 

few months, and yesterday on the range my caddie and I went through a couple different 

thoughts and finally we hit something that really, I could repeat in my head out there today.  

From the first hole on, I felt really confident with my swing.  Drove the ball straight, hit a lot of 

quality iron shots. 

 

Q.  How much different did it feel out there because of that?  How much does that 

confidence level help you? 

 

JOHNSON WAGNER:  Well, last week I started 6 under par first round, but it was kind of 

smoke and mirrors.  I was nervous the whole next three days because I was driving the ball 

all over the place.  Today I felt really calm, really comfortable.  It's the best I felt with my 

swing in a long time.  So go to the range, beat it a little more and just go out tomorrow and 

hopefully it will be the same thing. 

 

Q.  You talked about battling the nerves after a great round last week.  How do you 

battle those nerves and handle it better this week? 

 

JOHNSON WAGNER:  Like I say, I haven't felt this good with my swing in a long time.  

When I get on to something that works, I'll keep going and feel confident. 

 

Q.  4-under par start, excellent playing out there.  Get some comments. 

 

JOHNSON WAGNER:  Yeah, it was a great day.  Started, ripped my driver down 1.  I just 

kind of felt like it was going to be a good day.  Really felt more comfortable with my golf 

swing and ball striking today than I felt in months, if not years.  So it was really exciting, and 

excited to keep going this week and hopefully grow on what I'm working on. 

 

Q.  Here we are again just like at the Travelers, you're right up there after a couple 

rounds there, too.  What's the difference between now and ten? 

 

JOHNSON WAGNER:  Yeah, I had one really good round last week and then everything 

else was kind of over par, around par.  Didn't feel like I was very comfortable with what I was 

doing with my golf swing last year, and today I just felt like I got stronger and stronger as the 

day went on, which I can't remember the last time I felt that way.  Maybe last fall in Napa, I 

finished third, I felt as comfortable as I did today.  So I'm looking forward to come out 

tomorrow afternoon and just building on what I've done today. 

 

Q.  Lessons today, practice on this course? 
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JOHNSON WAGNER:  I just played Tuesday, that was it. 

 

Q.  It didn't matter that you hadn't really seen it before? 

 

JOHNSON WAGNER:  I had seen it once.  I was up for a Boise State-Virginia Tech game 

here at FedEx Field and came out with a buddy, but I didn't remember much.  Yeah, one day 

we spent a nice slow practice round and got to see what we needed to. 

 

Q.  Lessons today playing this course that will help you moving forward? 

 

JOHNSON WAGNER:  Stay out of the rough.  The rough is gnarly.  When you get in the 

rough, you're better off -- unless you have a wedge in your hand, you're better off laying up 

in the fairway and trying to get up and down for par than you are doing something silly like 

trying to go for the green with a long iron because there's just nothing good that can happen 

trying to hit a long iron out of this rough. 

 

Q.  A couple of the guys have mentioned this place could host a U.S. Open tomorrow.  

Do you (inaudible) the firmness of the greens and the rough out there? 

 

JOHNSON WAGNER:  Definitely.  Man, I was a little concerned after a couple holes in the 

practice round.  I was in the rough two straight holes and I was like, I don't know how I'm 

going to play this place.  Then I got my driver figured out.  If you drive the ball straight out 

here, you can take some chances and get some balls closer.  I had two 4 unders and a 3 

under in my group today, so I saw plenty of birdies on this golf course.  

 

Q.  How many drivers thank you hit out here? 

 

JOHNSON WAGNER:  I probably laid up on four holes, so about 10 drivers. 

 

Q.  A lot of Hokie fans with the hats and shirts.  How special is that here for you to 

come to this area and see that support? 

 

JOHNSON WAGNER:  It's great.  And next week at the Greenbrier Classic, it's awesome to 

get all that kind of support.  I don't usually get follow years like that, so people come down 

screaming my name and "Go Hokies," it always feels good. 

 

Q.  And this is again the closest to where you've got friends, family or just overall 

fans?  

 

JOHNSON WAGNER:  Absolutely.  I live in Charlotte, so usually there at Quail Hollow get 

some friends and family out, but here and Greenbrier are like home events for me. 
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