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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW:  TROY MERRITT         
June 29, 2017 
 

 

Q.  Up until the first round we talked to a lot of players, they said very difficult 

conditions this week, they didn't think a lot of low scores.  You managed to keep 

bogeys off the card.  How'd you do it? 

 

TROY MERRITT:  I found the fairway.  I hit it right into the rough on 1, made a good 

up-and-down.  And then I found the rough on 18 but (inaudible).    

 

Q.  Some good vibes around this part of the United States in 2015.  Different golf 

course over at Robert Trent Jones, but still got your first win over there? 

 

TROY MERRITT:  Yeah, it's a special tournament for me.  Obviously the victory here two 

years ago over at RTJ.  I didn't quite get it done at Congressional.  This is a big ballpark.  

Guys have to play really solid.  It doesn't necessarily benefit the bombers or the short guy, it 

benefits the guy who hits it in play and can make a lot of pars.    

 

Q.  Troy, what a wonderfully played round of golf to get around this track bogey free.  

You have to be happy with that.  

 

TROY MERRITT:  Very pleased.  The name of the game here before we started was find 

the fairway, and today we did that and we found 10 fairways.  Two of the fairways we missed 

were just in the first cut and was able to get a pitching wedge and a lob wedge on them.   

 

But yeah, hit the fairways, you're able to hit the greens from there for the most part.  Didn't 

have to stress very much.  I think I only had three or four putts from about five feet for par 

today, which is really good for me.  I just limited the damage and made a couple birdies. 

 

Q.  Let's talk about some specific putts.  I thought that curler you made on the 14th 

from above the hole really kind of cobbled the round, kept you bogey free? 

 

TROY MERRITT:  Yeah, just a short little guy there.  You know, guys going for the green.  

Jim hit it right over the green, had about 15 feet for eagle, and Cody hit it in there eight feet 

for birdie.  We missed the fairway, then wedged over right of the green, had an awkward 

little chip and bumped it by about five or six feet.  Yeah, just down the hill slightly off the 

right, and hit a real good stroke and went it right in the middle and just kept the round going. 

 

Q.  Jim Herman and Cody Gribble, your fellow competitors in your group today.  Talk 

about the 2 at 17.  

 

TROY MERRITT:  Yeah, we were just trying to figure out if we could carry an 8-iron far 

enough to get it over the water and just decided if we didn't quite get enough help, we 

weren't going to do that.  So we hit the little 7 and it got to the back fringe, but it was a nice 
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place to putt from.  Not very fast and just a little bit down the hill and slightly off the left and 

knocked it in right in the middle. 

 

Q.  I saw you hit what I guess was wedge to 13 and the ball hit hard and released.  

When wedges don't spin on a Thursday morning, kind of grabs my attention.  Is that 

the case? 

 

TROY MERRITT:  Yeah, we had 102 pin trying to land about 100, bounce it up on that slope 

and bring it back down, take the front of the green out of play.  It wasn't a full lob wedge for 

me, but it was a pretty solid one and we hit the number.  And I'm not a high spin player 

anyway, but yeah, took the firm bounce coming up the hill and just stayed right up on top.  

Had an 18-foot putt that I only had to hit two or three feet, but yeah, tapped in for par.  Any 

hole out here, if you can tap in for par, you're doing just fine.  

 

Q.  You're a former champion here, of course, with two different golf courses since 

then.  Do you feel like a former champion here? 

 

TROY MERRITT:  Yeah, I've got my name in the parking lot, there's a sign right over there. 

 

Q.  Then you are a former champion here.  

 

TROY MERRITT:  Yeah, it's nice to see some familiar faces.  This has been a pretty cool 

spot for me the last couple years, even though last year missing the cut at Congressional by 

one, it was so cool to come out and have a lot of people remember who I am.  As a result, 

just have those positive vibes coming into this week, add a good result next week, and 

hopefully just keep carrying it over into the next three days. 
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