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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW:  MARC LEISHMAN         
June 29, 2017 
 

 

Q.  Marc, well played out there today, bogey free.  Got yourself on a couple little 

different spots, but really solid.  What was the key for you today? 

 

MARC LEISHMAN:  Short game.  Irons were pretty good.  I gave myself a lot of looks at 

birdie, and then when I did hit a bad shot, I did what I did there on nine, got it up and down 

or even managed to make one, I think it was on 15.  So yeah, the short game and the putter 

was really good. 

 

Q.  This golf course, when you start on the back nine, really a tough start.  What do 

you have to tell yourself as you start off the 10th? 

 

MARC LEISHMAN:  Yeah, it's really tough.  You've got trouble left on pretty much every 

hole on the back nine, and right's no good, either, especially 10 and 11.  If you miss any of 

those fairways, you're looking at a bogey.  Hit it in the hazard on 11 and managed to save 

par, so that was a nice way to -- it was good to hit a bad shot and not make a bogey. 

 

Q.  Obviously you won earlier this year at the Arnold Palmer Invitational.  One of the 

key things for me watching you play today was the tempo throughout your entire 

game, whether it was short game, whether it was iron play, whether it was driver play.  

Is that a key for you? 

 

MARC LEISHMAN:  Yeah, it is.  It's something I always try to work on.  Normally if my 

tempo's good, I'll play decent.  If I start to get quick, that's when things start to go wrong.  

Like you said, it was good at Bay Hill, it was good today.  And it's important, I think, to be 

mentally strong around here because you're going to hit it in some bad spots.  It's a really 

tough course and managed to avoid most of them.  Hit it in a few bad spots, but saved par, 

which I did. 

 

Q.  It's only Thursday, but the golf course looks like it's in Sunday condition.  Would 

you agree with that? 

 

MARC LEISHMAN:  Yeah, it's getting pretty baked, which is great.  It feels a lot like 

Melbourne actually.  You can hear that real, you know, the hard sound when the ball hits the 

green.  You've got that purplish color, especially by the end of the day.  It's great, I'm 

enjoying it. 

 

Q.  Marc Leishman in at 4 under and really created some separation with three 

consecutive birdies at 13, 14 and 15, which was your first nine.  How did that help 

ignite momentum and confidence out there? 

 

MARC LEISHMAN:  Yeah, on a tough course like this, it's nice when you can get the 
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tournament started like that, with three birdies on the front nine.  Happy with how I played.  

Obviously bogey-free was pleasing, and hopefully I can keep it up the rest of the week. 

 

Q.  In what way did your short game help you out there today? 

 

MARC LEISHMAN:  Yeah, just every time I missed a green in regulation, I gave myself a 

very makeable par putt.  Didn't have too many long or didn't have any par putts over about 

six feet, which always makes the game a little bit easier when you can do that.  You're not 

fighting for pars.  Just enjoyable day. 

 

Q.  So much talk from all these players on how truly difficult this course is, yet a 

bogey-free round.  Where do you see the challenges and where do you see the areas 

where you've been able to take advantage of out there? 

 

MARC LEISHMAN:  Well, the greens are very firm, fairways are fast so they're hard to hit, 

and the rough's brutal.  So there's a lot of hazards out there.  Generally you try and stay 

clear of the hazards, but if you miss the fairway on the other side, it's a tough task from there 

as well.  So you've really just got to just pick a good target and commit to it.  If you hit a bad 

shot, you're going to get punished, so it's just really important to hit good shots. 

 

Q.  Marc, tell us a little bit about your round today you had, especially those three 

straight birdies there that kind of got you going? 

 

MARC LEISHMAN:  Yeah, played well.  It's a tough start when you tee off 10, really tough 

tee shot there, and tough tee shot on 11.  Birdieing 13, 14, 15.  Gave myself a good look on 

13, had about 15 feet straight up the hill, made that.  Hit a 3-wood on 14 just over the back 

of the green and chipped it to about two feet.  And then actually hit a really good tee shot 

and second shot into 15 and finished -- landed about a yard or two short of where I wanted it 

to.  Rolled back down the front of the green, made about a 15-yard chip.  It's disappointing 

when you hit a really good shot into the green and don't have a birdie putt, but it was nice to, 

I guess, reward myself in a way with making that chip shot.  It's just really nice to start a 

tournament in that way. 

 

Q.  Some of your fellow players have said this course could host a U.S. Open, it's that 

difficult.  Did you find that going in today? 

 

MARC LEISHMAN:  Yes, I thought that yesterday when I played.  The greens are firm, 

they've got that really good base on them.  They can get them hard.  I think if they just 

narrowed the fairways a bit and not thicken the rough up, just leave it grow for a week or 

two, you could definitely host a U.S. Open here and it would be a good one.  It's a really 

good golf course.  If you play well, you can make birdies, but if you're a little bit off, it's really 

punishing.  So it was nice today that my short game was there when I did miss a shot, got it 

up and down, gave myself a decent look at birdie, made the putts.  So yeah, it was a fun 

day. 
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Q.  Do you expect it to be tougher tomorrow, especially if the greens firm up? 

 

MARC LEISHMAN:  I think their afternoon rounds here will be tougher.  The greens were 

actually reasonably soft.  I played yesterday afternoon in the pro-am and they were like 

concrete, and then they were actually quite soft this morning.  But as the day went on and 

the sun's out, a little bit of breeze, they're firming up.  So it will be tough this afternoon.  It will 

be really tough tomorrow afternoon.  I'm really looking forward to the challenge. 

 

Q.  Is this course one of the closest ones that you'll play to home and how special is 

that that it's kind of, I don't want to say your own backyard but close enough? 

 

MARC LEISHMAN:  Yeah, it is, yeah, this is as close as we get to Virginia Beach.  I flew 

home from the Travelers Sunday night and drove up here Tuesday morning, which is nice.  

Got my own car and staying with friends.  It's a good tournament.  I love Congressional, but 

this golf course is right up there with that.  The condition, I don't think we play a course in 

better condition all year.  The fairways are just perfect, greens are good.  The rough's thick 

but fair and it's just a good golf course. 

 

Q.  Do you have lots of family here? 

 

MARC LEISHMAN:  Not really, actually.  My wife's due to have a baby next week, so she's 

at home.  Yeah, got a few friends out there today that came up.  My caddie's family is in 

from Australia, they got here yesterday.  Yeah, it's a good week for us. 

 

Q.  You said your wife's due with a baby.  A couple years ago went through some 

scary times, now you got to celebrate a great event in your life. 

 

MARC LEISHMAN:  Yeah, it's huge.  Obviously when she was going through all that stuff 

we were just hoping she would survive and she survived, and we were hoping she would get 

somewhere back to full strength and she's done that.  Now got a baby in her belly and it's 

ready to come next week.  Yeah, pretty exciting time for the Leishmans.  Hopefully she'll 

hold out until next week and we can finish this tournament and go home and be a dad for a 

couple weeks. 
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