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FINAL ROUND INTERVIEW:          VIJAY SINGH  
June 26, 2016 
 

 

Q.  Vijay, kind got the juices flowing there on a Sunday at Congressional? 

 

VIJAY SINGH:  You know, I played well.  I told my caddie I needed 7 under to have any 

chance.  In this competition nowadays, if you're 7 back, you have to shoot an incredible 

score to get anywhere near the lead.  Billy played well.  I think he's been playing well all 

week.  You can see he's under control and it's nice to see him play well and not lose it 

actually the end of the tournament.  I played well.  I take nothing away, I hit the ball great all 

week and today was the best I've hit it and made some putts so made it easier. 

 

Q.  Looked like you really had a bunch of control with a number of wedge shots in 

there but especially that closing birdie on 18 that must have been special? 

 

VIJAY SINGH:  Anytime you get a good yardage.  I had good yardages pretty much all day 

and I can hit full shots.  And again on the last hole I had just the perfect gap wedge where I 

could go at it and not worry about guiding it in there, one-hopped, stopped and made a good 

putt. 

 

Q.  You slide that one in there, come up a little bit shy of Billy Hurley but you have 

earned yourself a return trip to Troon.  Speak to your emotions of that.  

 

VIJAY SINGH:  Yeah, that was the last thing on my mind.  I want to come out here and play 

a good round of golf.  Anytime you want to qualify for something, you don't have to worry 

about it, just go and do it.  It's nice to be back in Troon again.  I think, like I said it, was my 

first British Open I played so it's nice to be back there again. 

 

Q.  Vijay, just get some comments on the day as a whole first of all. 

 

VIJAY SINGH:  I played really well and I'm really happy the way I went out there and was 

aggressive all week.  Especially today, drove it beautifully, hit some great iron shots and 

made some putts.  So, you know, starting out 7 off the lead, it was a tall order.  Told my 

caddie I need to shoot at least 7 under to have any chance.  But Billy played great.  

Obviously he's got total control of his game and it's good to see that. 

 

Q.  What aspect of your game are you happiest about? 

 

VIJAY SINGH:  Pretty much everything.  You know, I was very calm out there, which is very 

strange being in contention for the first time in a while.  Never had any nerves, so whether 
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I'm getting old or I lost all my nerves, you know.  (Laughs.)  But I played well.  Swung the 

club well.  I've been working on a couple things and kind of coming together. 

 

Q.  Was course familiarity some comfort to you? 

 

VIJAY SINGH:  Well, you've got to drive the ball well and I drove it well all week.  It's a tough 

golf course.  You've got to drive the ball well and place your irons in the correct side of the 

holes and I was able to do that most of the time. 

 

Q.  I know it's a different tour and everything but the SENIOR PLAYERS 

Championship, getting in contention a little there, did that maybe help you a little bit 

today once you got going a little bit? 

 

VIJAY SINGH:  Not really.  It's a totally different week.  But I've been playing well.  Even 

before that I was playing well.  I played well at Colonial and didn't finish well but I was 

playing well.  But this week was different.  I had a good week off and did some good 

practice, came here with a good frame of mind and produced. 

 

Q.  Thoughts on qualifying for The Open Championship at Troon in a few weeks? 

 

VIJAY SINGH:  Yeah, it's nice to go back there again.  That was my first British.  Somebody 

just said '89.  But it's nice to be back, I love playing the British.  The conditions are incredible 

and just it's nice to get back there. 

 

Q.  You joked about age.  What does it say for people like you and Ernie to be playing 

at such a high level and being in contention final round? 

 

VIJAY SINGH:  You know, we work pretty hard.  I work physically, I work on my game pretty 

much every day.  Off and on -- off the golf course in off weeks, on weeks, doesn't matter 

when, I'm always in the gym so I keep myself pretty healthy.  I feel as strong as I did when I 

was playing well five, six years ago, seven years ago.  Plus I work pretty hard on my golf 

game as well.  It's nice to see Ernie -- we were joking around, but we've been around for a 

while.  I think experience plays a pretty important role in it. 

 

Q.  You played this tournament a lot.  What is it about this tournament, this area, the 

Washington DC area? 

 

VIJAY SINGH:  I don't know, they have beautiful golf courses here.  The golf courses are 

always in good shape and you've got to play good golf when you come through Quicken 

Loans.  I think this golf course, last year was pretty tough and two years before that when we 

played, I don't remember the golf course we played, it was a tough golf course.  So you've 

got to come out here and play well.  I play well on tough golf courses regardless of where it 

is. 
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