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FINAL ROUND INTERVIEW:          JON RAHM  
June 26, 2016 
 

 

Q.  Jon, yesterday you said you felt like you belong.  What do you say today? 

 

JON RAHM:  Same thing.  I had a lot of fun out there today.  Played great, hit a lot of good 

putts.  Too bad some didn't go in but overall it was a really good day.  Learned a lot.  I can't 

thank Quicken Loans enough and the volunteers, and Mike the tournament director for 

putting everything together.  I'm extremely honored to have played this week and have had a 

chance to win it.  I'm just extremely grateful. 

 

Q.  Well, pack your bags for Troon, you're going to The Open Championship as well.  

 

JON RAHM:  Yeah. 

 

Q.  I guess the more important thing is taking your place at The Open, isn't it? 

 

JON RAHM:  Yeah, yeah, definitely a highlight.  I really wanted to play at Troon and I knew I 

had the exemption as amateur but I gave it up to get my PGA Tour career started.  I'm just 

so happy I played good today and I got my spot at Troon. 

 

Q.  Well, I'm giving you (inaudible) for Royal Troon.  What's it mean, having come so 

close as low amateur at Oakmont last week, to know now you've got another major, 

the next one coming up (inaudible.) 

 

JON RAHM:  You know, after what I did at Oakmont, it gave me a lot of confidence on what 

I can do at the highest level.  I have a little more knowledge of links golf than I had, so 

hopefully I can adjust fast from here to there and have another good run. 

 

Q.  Looking at some of the action from today, a quiet-ish day as far as number of 

birdies but lovely par here at 11? 

 

JON RAHM:  Thank you, yeah.  The key was the second shot.  I was thinking a 5-iron 

against the wind.  My caddie told me to hit a 4, it was blowing hard.  I hit a good 4 perfect, 

perfect.  And that last putt went in with some anger after hitting a couple that were really 

close.  

 

Q.  I wanted to hear your reaction to your reaction here at 15 when this one didn't 

drop for birdie. 
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JON RAHM:  I still don't know what happened.  I mean, from my perspective, I thought it 

was dead center honestly.  I thought it was dead center and I could not believe it didn't go in 

for how slow it was going.  Had it been a little faster I'd understand, but how slow it was 

going, it was pretty hard to see it not go in. 

 

Q.  Great play this week but (inaudible) The Greenbrier and it's been canceled.  What's 

the plan for you now?  Take your place in Scotland?   

 

JON RAHM:  I wasn't playing The Greenbrier.  I'm playing next week in Barracuda.  I'm 

going to keep that.  They gave me the chance to play, and even if I had Top 10, I'm going to 

go and do what I committed to do, and play Royal Troon. 

 

Q.  Jon, this was always going to be a big week in your life but it's turned out to be an 

extra special week.  You tie for third, you've got yourself a ticket to The Open 

Championship.  How are you feeling now that things are all said and done?  

 

JON RAHM:  I'm feeling great.  I can look back on the week and think about all the putts that 

didn't go in or the shots that I missed, but I'm not going to do that.  I'm going to think of how 

good I played the first two rounds, how well I fought yesterday to finish under par and how 

well I managed today to just keep going even when putts weren't dropping.  I was making 

good strokes, good swings.  After the lip-out on 15 and the bad luck on 16. I hit a great 

4-iron on the green.  I'm going to just keep in mind how well I fought.  And I'm lucky now 

after giving up my exemption as amateur I'm playing at Troon, so happy about that.  

 

Q.  You were low amateur at the U.S. Open.  You can now be low professional at The 

Open Championship.  Let's go back into this final round.  You had a really difficult 

situation on the 4th hole where you hit a spectator on the head.  How much unsettling 

was it, and then from there, how proud of your courage were you to fight on, make the 

par there and stay solid for the rest of that day?  

 

JON RAHM:  You know, it was really hard for me, I've never done that before.  I saw the 

guy -- usually on TV sometimes they say that it doesn't even hurt, and I get there and the 

guy said it was bleeding.  I went to him, he had no idea where he was.  I signed my glove, I 

gave it to him.  He probably doesn't even remember I did that.  I stood there looking.  

Everybody was saying he's going to be fine, but the guy, I looked at him and just didn't look 

right.  They turned him around so you couldn't see his face and it was really hard.  I had like 

the chills on me.  I was shaking after 5 still.  Like I think it went away once I hit the shot on 

the green on 6.  But I kept thinking about it, I kept thinking about what I could do for the guy, 

you know.  I can say now I'm extremely sorry for what I did, but to make that par, it was 

game changing.  The hit out of the bunker was a good shot but to make that putt gave me a 

lot of confidence and from then on I played a lot better.  

 

Q.  You're ultimately going to finish four shots back in what would have been a 

famous victory in our professional debut.  What is the overriding emotion you feel 

right now? 
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JON RAHM:  I'm happy, extremely happy.  I mean there's no reason I wouldn't be happy.  I 

finished third in my first PGA TOUR event as a professional.  My debut, after playing the 

U.S. Open a week ago and finishing 23rd, I can now be happy around my golf game right 

now.  This is professional golf, you know.  The little things make a difference.  And Billy had 

a great week.  I mean, I had the pleasure of playing with him three days.  He played 

amazing.  On top of that he's a great guy so really happy that he won.  
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