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ROUND 3 INTERVIEW:  LYDIA KO         
June 26, 2016   
 

 

 

MEGHAN FLANAGAN:  Everybody, I would like to welcome in the 2016 champion of 

the Walmart Northwest Arkansas Championship, Lydia Ko.   

 

Lydia, your 13th career LPGA tour win.  You continue to amaze us.  A 68 today, set 

the tournament scoring record.  Got out to a fast start.  I think that helped you a little a 

little bit towards the end there.  Talk about the fast start and how much that helped 

you and how much that was part of the game plan coming in early for the round.  

 

LYDIA KO:  Yesterday I had a hot back nine and today I had a hot front nine.  I hit it close 

on q, had a close tap in on 2, missed the birdie on 3, the birdie on 4 probably was the best 

birdie tee of the day.  I was playing long, I hit the 3-wood off the tee and hit the longer hybrid 

and it was a tap-in.  When you have a tap-in birdie it definitely helps your round.  But, you 

know, I think as soon as I -- after a few holes, to the back nine, I think the sun kind of got to 

me a little bit.  I could definitely feel the heat. I was kind of grinding out there and I think -- I 

hit the ball really well on the front nine but I didn't hit it that well on the back, and that kind of 

happened for my second shot on the last hole.  Not the most fanciest way to finish off a 

championship, but I'm just going to think of it as me bogeying another hole.  It won't feel the 

same.  It's been great.  I love coming back here.  Early in the week I said I love coming to 

this event.  The fans are great, the sponsors are great, so to end up finishing and winning 

here in front of the fans and in front of my pro-am group, you know, who was from Kimberly 

Clark, it was really cool.  So I'm really looking forward to coming back here next year. 

 

Q.  We said in the beginning of the week on Wednesday, whenever we saw you, you 

played so well here.  Did you feel a little bit, that you were Destined to play well, 

maybe not win, but you knew that you were going to have a good week this week?  

You play so well here all the time? 

 

LYDIA KO:  I think more than that, I played really solid the last two weeks.  Finishing second 

in Sahalee and finishing fourth last week, I came in here, I was playing good golf, and all I 

have to do is just trust my game.  Now, I think that's kind of what happened, but yesterday 

on the back nine, it definitely helped for me to win this tournament, but overall I played 

consistent and I think that's what you have to do around here.  The course played dry and 

firmer as the week went on.  I guess the strategy had to change. 

 

Q.  Probably the highlight of the entire tournament, maybe you didn't call it a golf trot 

but on the 17th hole with the hog hat, give us what went down there and how amped 

were the fans.  We couldn't tell, but on TV we saw you smiling and having a good 

time.  It had to be a special moment? 

 

LYDIA KO:  Lisa Cornwell from Golf Channel got me to try on the hat will earlier in the week 
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after the first round.  She said "Hey, why don't you wear it on the final day going up 17?"  I 

said, "Sure, why not."  Stacy told us that Travis, her caddie, wore it two years ago, going 

down, when she was in the final group.  I ended up doing it today and it was really cool.  The 

17th hole is the loudest hole on Tour for us, reserved for the fans and all the Razorback fans 

to be there to, you know, go, "Woo pig suey."  It was really cool.  I had to channel my inner 

Razorback. 

 

MEGHAN FLANAGAN:  You did well.  Any questions?  Go ahead. 

 

Q.  How is it possible at such a young age for you to allow yourself, not how easy 

things have come for you, but how well they have gone in a few short years? 

 

LYDIA KO:  As an amateur, you know, growing up, I said hey, I would love to play on the 

LPGA.  It was my dream to play on this tour.  I was so fortunate to come on the Tour 

younger than the minimum age, and, you know, I've just been very fortunate with all the 

team here on the LPGA, with how well coming the girls have been, with my team, too, so 

obviously it's gone by so much faster than I could have ever dreamed off and ever imagined, 

but people say hey, do you worry about -- aren't things coming too quickly, but to me I just 

have to focus and enjoy what's in front of me right now and I feel very lucky with what has 

happened, so I'm going to enjoy it.  Tomorrow is another day, so every week is a new week, 

but to me, I feel so fortunate to be here, you know, on the Tour with these amazing girls and 

the world's best golfers.  

 

Q.  Lydia, did you ever feel completely safe throughout?  I mean you got off to such a 

hot start.  Did you ever feel like, well, I can cruise a little bit? 

 

LYDIA KO:  I don't think you can feel completely safe, especially on a course like this.  

Especially with the 18th hole, you know, where it can be reachable with a really good drive 

down there and somebody could make eagle, like I did yesterday.  So, no, I don't think I was 

playing in a safer mode the last few holes.  It was probably -- I think I was a bit aggressive 

trying to hit a safe shot going on for my second shot, so it wasn't the smartest shot, but 

ended up being all right.  But I don't think you can ever think, "Hey, I got this in the bag" 

unless you really have a 10-shot lead.  In golf, anything can happen.  You make a bogey, 

somebody makes a birdie, that's a two-shot swing straightaway.  I always say, you know, 

you never know until you take your glove off on the 72nd hole. 

 

Q.  You're lucky you had that cushion.  I'll finish up.  Just going into such a busy 

stretch in the summer, I think you're taking off next week, and then going into the U.S. 

Open.  How excited are you to be playing so well and to feel like your game is just 

completely rolling on all cylinders at this point? 

 

LYDIA KO:  On this stretch of the last three weeks, I played really solid, and to go back 

home, I know winning the last event of the three-week stretch I played, it's a really cool 

feeling, and I'm going to enjoy the week off next week.  I know we've still got a long stretch 

of events and two majors.  The Olympics and a lot of great events.  I'm going to enjoy a 
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couple days off next week, then prepare for Cordevalle.  Cordevalle is going to be great.  I 

think the girls are super excited, and after the first major of the year, I feel like the next three 

kind of come really quickly, so there is almost no time to completely relax, but it's just been 

really fun and I enjoyed going to Cordevalle and playing the practice round a few months 

ago, so I'm looking forward to going back there in only two weeks. 

 

Q.  Last question from me.  You joined area as the only three-time winners on Tour 

this year.  This marks the third consecutive year you won at least three times.  All the 

players say it is so hard to win out here but you seem to keep doing it.  Do you ever 

sit back and reflect and say, "I'm pretty darn proud of myself, this is pretty darn 

good"?  

 

LYDIA KO:  I'm proud of the way I played, but I feel like it's more about consistency out 

here.  I saw a statistic last night saying that, you know, I think eight out of the last fourteen 

events, the scoring, you know, the winning championship number has gone better than last 

year.  So I think that shows how well the girls are playing, and that's why you can't take 

anyone out of it, especially like a course here, at Pinnacle Country Club, you can't just pick 

on like these three players that are going to win.  I think that's the great thing about our tour, 

is that it's a very international tour.  Now all these girls are playing great golf, so you need to 

have standards, but it's my third year on the Tour, it's gone by super fast, and I have been 

enjoying every moment of it, a lot of learning experiences too, and I'm looking forward to the 

next few years. 

 

MEGHAN FLANAGAN:  Any other questions for Lydia? 

 

Q.  I know the Olympics are a top priority for you recently.  How do you prepare for 

those things?  

 

LYDIA KO:  It's very unfortunate to hear about the Zika virus.  But to me, out of the girls that 

I've talked to, on our tour, I think everyone is super excited to go there.  I know trying to get 

the last spot until I guess, after the year is open is when it is finalized but I think it's exciting.  

I think the Olympics is a way of growing the game.  As a fan of sports myself, I've turned on 

the TV and started learning about these different sports and different athletes.  I think that's 

how people out of the golfing industry will learn more about us, the LPGA players and PGA 

players.  The best experts in the world are handling the situation of the Zika and if it was -- I 

feel like if it was definitely too dangerous, they wouldn't get us going there, but, you know, I 

think we have to trust the experts that they are handling the situation, and for us to 

concentrate on the events we have coming up and be excited for the Olympics.  It's not 

every week, not every year you get to do this, to represent your country, amongst the world's 

best athletes in other sports, so I'm super excited about it, and there is just so many 

positives from Rio that golf can take. 

 

MEGHAN FLANAGAN:  We'll see you in Rio.  Congratulations and enjoy the win, nice 

job. 
 


