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FINAL ROUND INTERVIEW:          BILLY HURLEY III  
June 26, 2016 
 

 

Q.  Billy, congratulations.  What does this winning in your home state mean to you, 

can you wrap it up now? 

 

BILLY HURLEY III:  You know, I'm not really sure it's all sunk in yet but I couldn't think of a 

better tournament to make my first PGA Tour victory with how much the Tiger Woods 

Foundation, the Quicken Loans National honors the military this week is really special to me. 

 

Q.  Special moments out there, not the least I guess this one at 15. 

 

BILLY HURLEY III:  That one, yeah.  I knew I hit a pretty good shot and I thought that the 

crowd there was just giving me some courtesy applause like it was going to get close.  I had 

no idea it was going to go in.  Shocked me when it went in. 

 

Q.  What about this follow-up, though?  Tough birdie at 16.  

 

BILLY HURLEY III:  Yeah, I had a pretty -- one you're not really almost trying to make, just 

trying to get it up there, and somehow sit hung in there on the right and got in the corner.  

We'll take it. 

 

Q.  It's a bonus as well, you've got a place at The Open next month.  What does that 

mean to you? 

 

BILLY HURLEY III:  Well, it will be another major championship for me.  I guess that will be 

my second British Open, Open Championship, and I remember being there for the first time 

and standing on the putting green going, I didn't actually really think I'd get to play in one of 

these in my career and now I'm playing in the second one, so it will be great. 

 

Q.  Billy Hurley, a champion now on the PGA Tour.  Has it started to sink in at all? 

 

BILLY HURLEY III:  A little bit.  You know, it all happened so fast there, holing the wedge 

shot, the pitch on 15 and then making the putt on 16.  Yeah, it's cliche but a dream come 

true.  This is the stuff I remember being in plebe summer at the Naval Academy telling one 

of my teammates I was going to play on the PGA Tour and he kind of chuckled at me, and 

now to have won on the PGA Tour, unbelievable. 

 

Q.  It's a real dogfight, and then you had that magical run on 15 and 16.  Break it down 

for us.   
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BILLY HURLEY III:  Well, I hit an okay tee shot on 15 and kind of got it up in the lip of the 

bunker so I just kind of had to play out, knew I couldn't get it even to the front of the green.  

Then I hit a really good pitch, I knew it was good when I hit it.  I don't know it was that good, 

though.  You know, the crowd started getting really excited as it got towards the hole and I 

thought it was just kind of one of those the crowd gets excited and it goes six feet past the 

hole or whatever, and then it disappeared.  It totally shocked me for that one to go in and 

that was definitely the turning point in the back nine.  Then I had about a 25-footer or so on 

16 that somehow hung in there and caught the right edge and it was kind of smooth sailing 

from there. 

 

Q.  Is there one person you're thinking about right now who's helped you the most to 

get you to this journey where you are today? 

 

BILLY HURLEY III:  Yeah, I mean, certainly my dad helped me.  He started me well.  I 

certainly wish he was here today.  And then my wife.  I mean, she's been by my side through 

the Navy, through mini tours, through talking about quitting through thinking about 

retirement, and now to win on the PGA Tour, she's the best. 

 

Q.  Billy, congratulations, nice added bonus, you got your ticket now to Royal Troon 

for The Open, one of the four qualifiers this week.  

 

BILLY HURLEY III:  Thank you. 

 

Q.  Billy, what a journey it's been from a plebe at the Naval Academy to a couple trips 

around the world and what do you know, you wind up some 30 miles away from The 

Yard a winner on the PGA Tour.  It has to be so satisfying for you.  

 

BILLY HURLEY III:  It's really special, Fred.  It's really special to have done it here kind of 

hometown-ish.  Grew up on one side of DC, live on the other side of DC and then at the 

premier military event.  This is the event that honors our military more than any other event 

on Tour.  I think it's a little bit poetically fitting, but it's just really special even more so for 

that. 
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