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ROUND 3 INTERVIEW:          BILLY HURLEY III   
June 25, 2016 
 

 

ALEX URBAN:  We're here with Billy Hurley III.   

 

Billy, you have a two-shot lead through three rounds here at the Quicken Loans National.  

Talk about your first three rounds and your mindset heading into tomorrow.  

 

BILLY HURLEY III:  First three rounds have been pretty smooth golf really.  Hitting a lot of 

fairways, hitting a lot of greens and I've hit a lot of shots pretty close, too.  Taking good 

advantage of my wedges around the golf course.  So I think I made two bogeys the first 

round, two bogeys the second -- maybe one bogey the second round and no bogeys today.  

So just been pretty solid golf and looking to do more of the same tomorrow.  

 

Q.  Did you feel like it was a benefit playing with Jon Rahm for three straight days?  

Seemed like for the first couple days you guys kind of pushed each other a lot to just 

kind of keep going low.  Did it help at all kind of playing a third day and kind of having 

a similar familiarity with the guy you're playing with? 

 

BILLY HURLEY III:  Yeah, I think so.  It was definitely a very different day today playing 

Saturday and playing with the lead and that kind of thing than it was Thursday and Friday.  

But, you know, yeah, we did get to know each other pretty good for the last three days and it 

was fun and enjoyable to play with him. 

 

Q.  As a local guy and with this tournament's connection to the military, what does 

this tournament mean to you and have you thought about what it would mean to you 

to win it?   

 

BILLY HURLEY III:   can't think of a better one for me to win to be my first win on Tour.  It 

would be probably the best one of kind of the regular season Tour events for sure. 

 

Q.  Billy, can you take us a little bit through your round today, kind of what was 

working for you?  And Jon made some bogeys but you were able to kind of keep it 

together during your round.  

 

BILLY HURLEY III:  Yeah, made a really nice up-and-down on 3 that kind of settled things 

in.  Made a pretty bad drive and then got it out towards the front of the green and got it up 

and down on 3, so that was kind of a nice key to kind of just keep going forward.  Then was 

able to make a couple more birdies on the front nine.  And then really good two-putt on 10, 

kind of hit it way in the wrong part of the green, had to putt it kind of up and over through the 
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fringe.  Really good two-putt there.  Then just a lot of solid shots coming in.  Unfortunately, 

was only able to make one birdie kind of in those last eight holes, but I hit a lot of good shots 

and good solid day. 

 

Q.  Billy, it doesn't look like anything has phased you this week.  How badly 

(inaudible) in this tournament playing with the lead, the crowd.  Are you making it 

look easier than it is or are you as relaxed as you seem to be, and I guess do you feel 

like being in this position before, you know, might help you seal the deal this time? 

 

BILLY HURLEY III:  I think a little bit of both.  I'm probably making it look a little easier than 

it is, but I'm also probably a little more relaxed than I have been in the past, too.  Yeah, a 

little bit of both in that regard.  Yeah, I've been here before and so yeah, hopefully that 

experience and that, just the growth and maturity that comes from having been in the 

position to win golf tournaments before will show tomorrow and we'll be able to get it done. 

 

Q.  The birdie on 6, how challenging was your second shot?  You stuck it pretty close 

on that left side.  Throughout the weekend how challenging has that hole been with 

that approach with the water there and the pin I believe is on the far side yesterday 

and near the water today, it was on that other ridge of the green.  Just how tough has 

that hole been and how have you been able to manage it? 

 

BILLY HURLEY III:  I think I got two birdies there and a three-putt par.  I don't like the par 

one.  But today I had a really good number into that back left pin kind of in the valley there 

and just was able -- hit a really nice shot.  Then actually had a lot trickier putt than it probably 

looked like.  Like I said, I've hit a lot of good shots and had a lot of like, you know, six-, 

eight-foot birdie putts this week, but I swear, none of them have been like easy putts, they're 

all just like on the ridge kind of things. 

 

Q.  Billy, can you talk about what this week and this tournament has been like for you 

emotionally given what happened to your dad last year?  Has that been hard and how 

much have you been thinking about him this week? 

 

BILLY HURLEY III:  You know, obviously I think about my dad a lot.  Today was interesting.  

I was walking from 9 to 10 and I've never really had a whole lot of police officers following 

my group, you know.  I'm not like that cool.  But playing in the lead, you know, they have a 

couple police officers following you around.  It dawned on me like, hey, this is what my dad 

did, he walked inside the ropes and did this at Presidents Cups and stuff.  So that kind of 

made me think about him for a second there between 9 and 10. 

 

Q.  Billy, tomorrow the course conditions are going to be a lot like they were today.  

What is it going to take for you to get a couple stroke advantage and get out there and 

get into the lead tomorrow?  

 

BILLY HURLEY III:  Well, I'm in the lead by two right now. 
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Q.  Well, to get that lead up to three or four strokes where you can feel comfortable? 

 

BILLY HURLEY III:  Yeah, so no lead is big enough, that's the kind of deal for me.  So the 

idea is to go just make some more birdies.  I mean, it's not -- the golf course is not playing 

the typical Congressional difficult where pars are really good.  Pars are still good around this 

course, but I don't think even par will get it done tomorrow, so it's going to have to be still 

making birdies. 

 

Q.  You only made three bogeys so far this week, game's been clicking throughout.  

Was there anything that kind of led you to believe that things were really starting to 

click for you and that you had this week just kind of on the horizon?  

 

BILLY HURLEY III:  Yeah, it's been coming for a little while.  I've started to hit it really good 

for the last -- maybe not as good as I have this week but been going in the right direction 

probably going back to Byron Nelson.  And then the Open qualifier, I medaled at the Open 

qualifier and played that day I think with one bogey or something like that.  So that was 

probably a big turning point.  And then played okay at FedEx, didn't play well at Oakmont but 

still knew that I was playing well, just didn't score anything good there.  So it's been kind of 

on the horizon for a better part of a month or so. 

 

Q.  I was just curious, the hometown fans, have you been feeling the love throughout 

this week from them?  I know a lot of them have been saying that Annapolis zip code.  

Has it kind of helped propel you a little bit at times where you feel like maybe you 

need a little bit of a kick? 

 

BILLY HURLEY III:  Yeah, it's always fun to have that support.  There's, you know, like we 

said, big military tournament, close to Annapolis here where I live.  Lots of family, lots of 

friends, lots of Naval Academy and general supporters out there, so it's really a good crowd 

for me. 

 

Q.  Was there a lesson or lessons that you may have taken from the Naval Academy 

that you kind of apply when you're out here on the golf course? 

 

BILLY HURLEY III:  So mental toughness is kind of a big thing.  You either learn it at the 

Naval Academy or you're not there very long, so that definitely helps in adversity on the golf 

course.  Then focus, too.  You just kind of always have to be -- when you're driving a ship, it 

is, you know, driving a ship through the Suez Canal, it's like all eyes ahead like focused 

exactly what we're doing.  You know, land on each side, you're trying to keep it in the 

middle.  Focusing on the task at hand is definitely something that I've learned as well.  

 

ALEX URBAN:  Thank you, Billy.  Good luck tomorrow. 
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