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ROUND 2 INTERVIEW:  GABY LOPEZ          
June 25, 2016   
 

 

 

Q.  You were in a do-or-die situation to get in.  What was it like and what were you 

thinking when you saw that putt go in on 18? 

 

GABY LOPEZ:  I played very well all day.  I hit amazing shots all day.  I hit good shots all 

day and most of them didn't go in until the last one.  And, you know, I was playing great.  On 

Number 11 I hit the pin, I hit the stick and it wasn't into the hazard and I ended up with a 

double, so that got me a little frustrated, but I worked on every single hole and everything 

happens for a reason and I'm glad that I made the last cut. 

 

Q.  Were you aware of the cutoff line, that you were close to it, and did that kind of 

affect your game? 

 

GABY LOPEZ:  I was.  A little bit down the stretch I knew what I needed to do, but at the 

same time I gave myself every opportunity that I could.  I was just running every edge of the 

hole and I needed to stay patient, and I did, and it actually paid off on the last hole, so I'm 

just really happy to be -- this is my first time as a pro playing this tournament, and I'm just 

really, really happy to be able to represent Mexico and the Arkansas Razorbacks here at 

home. 

 

Q.  Kind of drawing on your experience down the stretch, how does that help you, 

especially in situations like that, having so much pressure? 

 

GABY LOPEZ:  I think I just need to stick to the game plan, and believing is the most 

important part of playing this game, believing that one day is going to pay off, and it is a 

matter of controlling your emotions and turning your nerves into exciting and pushing 

yourself instead of letting you down, and I just think that it all pays off at the end. 

 

Q.  Gabby, you had a lot of putts that were really, really close.  How do you keep your 

confidence level when you're coming close and it's just not falling?  How do you keep 

the confidence going? 

 

GABY LOPEZ:  You know, I think that I keep the confidence level going when I think that 

every hole is a new hole.  It's my number one hole.  I don't think that I need to keep 

reminding myself that I missed putts.  I think it's just a matter of this is my number one hole 

and knowing that it's going to go in, so just believing every time.  I know it is a little bit 

frustrating when it just doesn't go in, but that's what I have to do and that's all I can control.  I 

can't control if the ball goes in or if it doesn't, but I can control how I think and how I come 

into the shot. 

 

Q.  With the scores out there, how do you think the course is playing? 
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GABY LOPEZ:  I think it's playing easier than previous years, and, you know, just a lot of 

par 5s.  No, 7, No. 18, I think there are a lot of opportunities.  At the end of the day it comes 

down to a putting contest.  So burning the edge is a little bit frustrating, but it's just a matter 

of you keep believing and hitting great shots. 

 

Q.  Is that something a year ago you would not have been able to do, that you have 

kind of gotten better over time as your pro career has gone on? 

 

GABY LOPEZ:  Yes.  I think, you know, that's one of the things I learned on the Tour, that 

there's going to be days where you have to just play with what you get.  Sometimes you're 

going to hit a fade and you have to play with the fade all day, and sometimes it's a draw; 

sometimes it's playing with a little more break than other putts, and feeling comfortable with 

my game and with the speed of the game, so I think that's actually a key.  Week through 

week, it is getting the speed of the greens, because each week is different, and you have to 

adjust.  So I don't know, I just think it's a lot of preparation that goes into coming into the 

tournament. 


