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ROUND 3 INTERVIEW:           ERNIE ELS 
June 25, 2016 
 

 

Q.  Ernie, take away the two at the 12th, what was the key to the round today, a 65? 

 

ERNIE ELS:  Wow, I enjoyed it.  I'm not the straightest driver, as you know, but I kept it in 

play for the most part.  The misses I did have wasn't too far off and the putter was hot for the 

most part of the round.  Missed short ones on 15 and 16.  But just overall solid golf and 

that's what you've got to do at Congressional. 

 

Q.  We spoke during the round about the difference from you at Augusta National to 

today.  How do you go from six-putting at the first and making a 9 at Augusta National 

opening round of the Masters to being in contention and doing it so convincingly? 

 

ERNIE ELS:  Yeah, obviously when we've played this game long enough, there's a lot of 

things that's going to happen to you.  Playing the game for 25 years as a professional, even 

more I think now, but everything's just about happens.  That happens and obviously it 

happened at the first hole of the Masters, which is not great.  So it's been kind of a reset 

since then and I'm enjoying putting. 

 

Q.  That was a fun day there today? 

 

ERNIE ELS:  Really was.  Kind of started off slowly, a lot of pars and then kind of around the 

turn, before the turn things started happening.  Obviously the 2 on the par 4 was 

unbelievable.  But it was a fun day.  Felt like I was more in control of my game than 

yesterday. 

 

Q.  Was there a key?  With some rest after the round, what was the key to bringing out 

the good stuff today? 

 

ERNIE ELS:  Well, you walked with us for the most part yesterday and I really found a nice 

swing thought yesterday on our 17th hole.  Hit a 3-wood just right down the middle there.  I 

get that swing thought in my mind last night and used it again on the range and I just felt 

comfortable over the ball and then with the putter.  I missed two short ones but I putted 

nicely. 

 

Q.  Golf is a game of recovery.  There was obviously the highlight, the flushed eagle 

on 12, but I thought the par 5 on the 9th was pretty big for the momentum of the 

round.  

 

file:///C:/Users/JulieWinn/Desktop/2016%20TeeScripts/2016%20TWF%20Quicken%20Loans/tee-scripts.com


2 

                                                                    Tee-Scripts.com 

ERNIE ELS:  Absolutely.  That was probably my worst drive of the day, pushed it out to the 

right.  I really thought it wasn't going to be that bad until I got there.  Just absolutely stymied.  

Was lucky enough just to move it and made a good up-and-down from 118 yards.  I hit a 

really good eight-footer there.  As you say, probably saved my round.  

 

Q.  A bogey-free 65 for Ernie Els.  Ernie, it's been some time since you put together a 

day like this.  What was it like? 

 

ERNIE ELS:  It was fun.  Playing at Congressional is one of my favorite places to play golf 

at, and playing with a little bit of confidence in the golf swing.  You know, you don't want to 

come here when you're not playing really well.  Kind of found my swing and putting touch 

and, you know, just kind of been enjoying it.  Basically with the people, I had a lot of support 

out there, a lot of the members were out there today so we had a good time. 

 

Q.  Take me through the eagle on 12, the reaction. 

 

ERNIE ELS:  It was just wonderful.  I hit a really good drive.  I had 160 to the flag, was going 

downhill a bit.  A 9-iron just came up absolutely perfect.  I didn't want to talk to it so I said to 

Rickie, You speak to it.  He said, Be right, and it slam dunked into the hole.  

 

Q.  After what happened at Augusta, to be in contention so quickly after, what's it like 

for you to kind of get the competitive juices flowing?  

 

ERNIE ELS:  Well, as I said earlier to Dottie, I've played the game such a long time and I've 

had so many great ups and quite a few downs, and obviously the one at the Masters was 

probably the lowest of what can happen to a player.  But I just kind of hit the reset button 

and started working on positive stuff and get my mindset differently.  I enjoy putting.  I made 

a lot of -- I had a lot of practice on that first green, so to speak, but I kind of try to put it 

behind me.  It's very tough to do but I enjoy the game too much to end on a note like that.  

Just enjoying putting again. 

 

Q.  Too early to think what this would mean to you at age 46? 

 

ERNIE ELS:  I've been thinking about it a little bit this week.  You know, what I think about it, 

it's one of my biggest events here as a pro and I love it so much, and obviously one more 

win will give me the 20, which is huge and so forth.  So you think about it but you actually 

don't.  On the golf course you think about the next shot.  And I'm quite focused this week on 

my next golf shot so I'm not too clocked with that kind of a thought.  Maybe away from the 

golf course. 

 

Q.  What were you thinking of that shot on 12? 

 

ERNIE ELS:  Well, I had a beautiful yardage.  I mean, you know, I'd be very cocky to say I'm 

trying to hole it from 160, but I was trying to give myself a look at birdie.  Just one of those 

things, you know.  When the game gives you something, you know, there's a lot of 
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excitement and that was really one of the more exciting moments.  I don't think I've ever 

slam dunked it into the hole like that.  I've had some run up slopes and run to the hole, but 

that just flew right in so that was a great feeling. 

 

Q.  What is it about this course that's allowed you to succeed through this 

tournament?  How are you going to carry that over, what mentality are you going to 

have to carry that success into tomorrow? 

 

ERNIE ELS:  Well, this guy's playing very well.  There's a rookie, a very green rookie trying 

to win his first event as a pro so he's going to go flat out tomorrow.  Bill Haas, I played with 

him the first few days, playing great.  And Bill Hurley is playing great golf.  So you've got to 

just keep going.  Until late tomorrow, you've got to keep playing away and keep playing well 

so I'm looking forward to it. 

 

Q.  Ernie, this is being recorded for the Voice of America going to Africa.  Is there 

anything you would like to say to your fans in South Africa, Africa and the world? 

 

ERNIE ELS:  Well, (inaudible) statesman but I'm very glad that the (inaudible) rugby team 

won today.  We had a three-game series against Island and (inaudible) a few, so I think that 

was the basis, that was the foundation of my good golf today. 

 

Q.  In a situation like tomorrow, is your experience having been in this position so 

many times do you think an advantage? 

 

ERNIE ELS:  Well, you know what, the way I'm hitting it now, the way I'm swinging, I'm 

getting more confidence.  Obviously I've had a terrible time the last year, year and a half in 

results, but I feel good.  I feel like I want to go out there and prove something to myself 

again.  Nothing to anybody else.  Almost achieved just about everything in this game, so you 

know, it's another 18 holes and I'm going to love being in contention.   
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