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ROUND 2 INTERVIEW:         JON RAHM   
June 24, 2016 
 

 

Q.  What a wonderful round of golf, I'm really impressed with your composure.  Made 

your first bogey as a professional and that birdie you made on the par-5 16th, one of 

the up-and-downs of the day.  

 

JON RAHM:  Thank you, thank you.  It could be possibly one of the best ball striking days 

I've had.  I was really comfortable with everything.  I'm surprised about myself how good I hit 

the shots.  Maybe sometimes was the wrong club like on No. 2, but I hit a lot of quality shots 

and I'm really, really happy and proud about that. 

 

Q.  You hit 11 fairways and you're averaging 315 yards off the tee.  I told you one time 

you have 320 easy in your bag, you said I got it but it's not easy.  I thought you drove 

the ball very well.  

 

JON RAHM:  Thank you.  Yeah, besides that first round, that first round was something 

different.  But yeah, I've been really comfortable off the tee.  This week it just seemed to 

click and I'm hitting these good shots off the tee and I'm embracing it.  I'm just teeing it up 

and hitting it as hard as I can.  

 

Q.  I know the bogey at 18 bothered you.  You let that go already thinking about the 

weekend? 

 

JON RAHM:  Yeah, yeah.  It was just a little frustrating moment where I had a couple putts 

that were right on the edge that I thought were in, but at the end of the day they were really 

good hit putts.  A lot of good putts that I hit were really positive because I'm hoping on the 

weekend I keep hitting really good putts and hopefully a couple of them drop in.  

 

Q.  Absolutely.  Your very first outing as a professional, you're tied for the lead going 

into the weekend.  How exciting is this for you? 

 

JON RAHM:  It's definitely a great feeling.  I kind of feel like I belong here.  I like to be here.  

I always thought I'd be maybe a little scared or more nervous when I'm on the course, but I 

had the time of my life.  Just as fun as Phoenix was if not more today. 

 

Q.  Jon, aside from a bogey on the last, not necessarily the finish you wanted but 

another splendid round.  What's your assessment of today? 

 

JON RAHM:  You know, anytime you have like 230 to the green on 18 with that pin, making 
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a 5 is not that bad.  It was a great round.  As I was thinking about it, probably one of the best 

ball striking days I've ever had.  Hitting the driver great, a lot of quality shots with the irons 

and hitting good putts.  A couple of them didn't go in, but a lot of them went in so overall it 

was a really positive round. 

 

Q.  This is your pro debut.  Through two rounds you look like a guy who's been out on 

Tour 10 or 15 years.  What's been the key to appearing so cool, calm and collected? 

 

JON RAHM:  I don't know.  I've been told to keep my composure and keep my emotions 

level all the time and that's what I tried to do.  The basis, I'm just trying to enjoy it as much as 

we can.  I'm just feel blessed to be out here.  I can't say enough how thankful I am to 

Quicken Loans for giving me the opportunity.  So I'm just trying to stay humble and it helps 

me enjoy the moment and keep that composure and keep playing good golf.    

 

Q.  Clearly the driver's been a weapon for you through the first two rounds.  Is that 

going to be the game plan through the weekend to try to attack Congressional when 

you can?   

 

JON RAHM:  I don't see why it should change.  I'm really comfortable off the tee and 

certainly it gives me an edge when I can hit it.  I think he just told me my average was 315 

which I had no idea.  But I'm really comfortable.  See if I can get the extra distance off the 

tee to be more aggressive off the fairway, I certainly will do it, yeah. 

 

Q.  Jon, overall thoughts about your standing here through two days of your first 

professional start? 

 

JON RAHM:  I couldn't be happier.  Yesterday was a great round and after rain, a great 

round is usually hard to follow it.  To play golf the way I did today, I'm very proud of myself.  

Quite a ball striking day for me. 

 

Q.  Talk a little bit about your ball striking, what was comfortable?  

 

JON RAHM:  Off the tee I was really comfortable so that was giving me an opportunity to 

have short irons into a couple of the holes.  Like I remember I think No. 3 I had an easy 

pitching wedge in like distance wise.  On the next hole I had a 7-iron when other people are 

having long irons.  So when I'm getting that kind of edge, it might seem a little bit easier but 

it lets me be a little more aggressive. 

 

Q.  Can you forget that last putt and move on from there? 

 

JON RAHM:  Oh, yeah, yeah, that's just golf.  The frustrating part about is I thought it was 

in.  It just didn't go in.  But it was probably the fourth putt of the day, and that's actually good 

thing because I'm full of confidence with the putter, which is good.  I'm hitting really good 

putts, making really good swings, so if I can keep that positivity and that comfort in my golf 

swing and putting swing, it'll probably be a good weekend.  
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Q.  Mentally, is there any difference between being an amateur last week and a pro 

this week?  Any pressure at all? 

 

JON RAHM:  Mentally, no, not really.  I like it a lot more because people are cheering you 

on.  I'm extremely surprised about the support I'm getting this week out here even being 

from another country or so far from school, right?  If it was in Phoenix, I'd understand more.  

But I'm extremely amazed about the fans we're getting right now here.   

 

But the only difference between amateur golf and PGA Tour golf I'd say is just the depth of 

the field.  You have a lot of quality players that maybe one shot could be the difference 

between top 10 and top 20, 25, so that's the main difference. 

 

Q.  You mentioned yesterday trying to keep your expectations down.  How do you do 

that now as the leader through two rounds playing in the final grouping tomorrow? 

 

JON RAHM:  Same thing.  Just trying to keep the base that I'm just lucky to be here today.  

If you tell me 10 years ago when I was 11 years old I would be leading a PGA Tour event 

when I was 21, I wouldn't believe you.   

 

Just start at that base and again saying thank you for Quicken Loans for being here, just 

staying humble and that just gives me a boost of happiness just to myself and it makes me 

be really comfortable with myself on the golf course and kind of keeps me away from 

leaderboards and scores and stuff like that. 

 

Q.  How comfortable are you with the last two or three holes of this course?  I know 

we have 18, 16 through 18, how does that set up for your eye? 

 

JON RAHM:  Great.  I mean, I was 2 under on the last three holes.  1 under, sorry, with that 

bogey.  On 18 it was, what, 520-something against the wind.  Anytime you have 230 to that 

pin with the wind, I mean, it's not an easy hole.  You either get downwind on 16 and 17 or 

you have the wind on 18.  I'm actually really comfortable.  I made a birdie yesterday on 18, 

which shows I'm comfortable, and I played good today so there's no reason why it shouldn't 

fit my eye or me not be comfortable.  

 

Q.  Jon, as an amateur you played well in some PGA Tour events and obviously last 

week at Oakmont.  Can you going into the weekend and even these first couple days, 

do you take anything, do you kind of remember some things about playing as an 

amateur in PGA Tour events? 

 

JON RAHM:  Something that I put in today something I learned last week:  Patience.  Last 

week it taught me that I needed to be a lot more patient, especially U.S. Opens.  And like 

today I missed the first two greens, got two great up-and-downs and then I got it going.  

Even when I made my first bogey on 10, I never desperate, I never got desperate.  I kept 

playing golf and I came back with a great shot on 11, a great shot on 12, 13, 14, good shot 
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on 15.  You know, keep going even if I was missing the putts until I made one at 16 and then 

at 17.  Just stayed really patient, enjoyed every swing I made.  I actually had a blast out 

there today.  
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