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FIRST ROUND INTERVIEW:  MORGAN PRESSEL    
June 24, 2016   
 

 

 

Q.  You almost had a birdie to get into 7.  It looked like you were pretty dialed in, if 

that approach shot was any indication.  Did you feel it? 

 

Morgan Pressel:  Yes.  I hit my wedges very well today.  I certainly got off to a good start on 

1 and 10 and 11.  I think I really only made -- I'm trying to remember --  one birdie putt over 

maybe six or seven feet for the most part.  I hit it pretty close all day and gave myself a lot of 

opportunities. 

 

Q.  How important is it, obviously with this just being a three-day tournament, to have 

such a good start like this?  

 

Morgan Pressel:  Definitely there's not a whole lot of room for error in a three-day event.  

You've just got to come out tomorrow and try to get myself just as many, if not more birdie 

opportunities.  

 

Q.  Is the heat a factor, do you think, especially as the afternoon continues? 

 

Morgan Pressel:  You know, the heat is certainly a factor. It's tough to play out there.  It's 

long.  I think we got a little lucky this morning with some overcast skies, but being from 

Florida, I'm a little used to this heat.  That's for sure. 

 

Q.  You've had some up and downs out here, so what was the difference today? 

 

Morgan Pressel:  I had a couple really good par putts.  I would say I parred 12 and 13, after 

putting myself in some pretty poor positions and then parred 8, so instead of kind of letting it 

get away from me, especially the first two early, after birdieing 10 and 11, to then save par 

on 12 and 13 and not get it back to even par, that was probably what kept me going, and 

just didn't hit too many poor shots after that. 

 

Q.  Being involved with like the pre-tournament stuff, what's it mean to see your name 

at the top of the leader board here at this event? 

 

Morgan Pressel:  Well, especially since I definitely put a lot of pressure on myself to play 

well this week, it's one of my favorite tournaments, and I have spent a lot of time at 

off-the-course stuff, but it's all stuff that I love and I'm excited to be a part of, speaking 

yesterday, Pantene Beautiful Lengths, even more that I don't -- it's just a lot of fun.  It's a fun 

week for us with all the great stuff for this community off the golf course.  The impact it has 

here in Northwest Arkansas is pretty incredible, especially here in the 10th year, so it's great 

to be a part of it and nice to play well.  I had a great cheering section that followed me out 

there today, all my friends that I've made here throughout the years, and it's a lot of fun.  
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Q.  Carrying the momentum now these next two days, and trying to be in that last 

group on Sunday, what do you have to do? 

 

Morgan Pressel:  I just have to keep playing well.  I'm going to go to the range this 

afternoon and try and work on a few of the squirrely shots that I hit out there and tighten it up 

a little bit, and see if I can make a few more putts.  

 

Q.  You talked about the putts you made and the focus there.  Is that a new mindset?  

Is there something about this course that you realized you had to bear down a little bit 

on those putts? 

 

Morgan Pressel:  No, I just made a good putt.  I mean, the one, the one I hit a wedge from 

about 50 yards to clear the trap, and then the next one, I made about a 20-footer, so it was 

just -- just grind it out.  I don't get down on myself after hitting poor shots.  

  
 


