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ROUND 2 INTERVIEW:           BILL HAAS 
June 24, 2016 
 

 

Q.  You had a number of good looks today.  

 

BILL HAAS:  Yeah, I played -- I wouldn't say I had a bunch of tap-ins but a number of I 

would say 10- to 15-footers that certainly could have made my card look a little better.  But 

bogey free is good but hopefully I'm not too far back going into the weekend. 

 

Q.  Golf course appeared to start to change personalities.  What are your thoughts? 

 

BILL HAAS:  It's definitely drying up.  With all the rain we had it's impressive that we played 

the ball up and there wasn't even a hint of water in the fairways.  I think the course is holding 

up very well to the wet weather we did have. 

 

Q.  You've won here before, so as you look forward to Sunday afternoon, what score 

would you be after?  

 

BILL HAAS:  If I could do what I did again, 7 under on the weekend, which would get me to 

14.  If that doesn't win, then somebody's played really good golf.  The course, like you said, 

only gets harder on the weekend here, the pins get tucked a little bit more.  So if I could do 

what I did the first two days then I would be extremely happy and I think that could win.  

 

Q.  Bill, normally when a guy walks off of Congressional with no bogeys, they're 

ecstatic.  What's your assessment the second round?   

 

BILL HAAS:  I'm pleased with 2 under par.  Like you said, no bogeys.  I almost three-putted 

No. 13 but other than that it was pretty much stress free.  A lot of tap-ins.  But with that said, 

left a lot of putts a little short, felt a little tentative on the greens, and so I wish I could have 

made a few more birdies out there. 

 

Q.  You told me when you won here in 2013 you rode a hot putter.  What's been 

working for you so far through 36 holes the? 

 

BILL HAAS:  Been pretty consistent.  Got a good break, the driver has felt pretty good all 

week but I hit a loose one on No. 6 today way left and was able to somehow get it down the 

fairway.  That one easily could have turned into a bogey there, so I got away with a few 

loose shots so far.  Just going to have to keep ball striking and the only way to win is to 

make putts so hopefully that wakes up a little bit. 
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Q.  (No microphone.) 

 

BILL HAAS:  I feel pretty good.  Driver's been somewhat consistent.  I think on this place if 

you can get most of your tee shots in the fairway, and even it seems this week with the 

softer greens if you're just off the fairways, as long as you're not in deep trouble, you can get 

the ball up in and around the green.  So so far so good.  I wish I could have made a few 

more birdies out there because you're going to have to make some putts and make some 

birdies if you want to win this weekend.  

 

Q.  Any idea what kind of score it's going to take to win this tournament now that 

you've seen a couple rounds? 

 

BILL HAAS:  No.  I mean, the dumb answer is one shot better than the second place guy.  I 

mean, the number, it could change.  The last few holes are difficult so even if you get it to 

13, 14 and the last few holes play tough on the weekend, you could see guys back up.  So 

certainly would be nice to shoot 6, 7 under this weekend and try to pull away from the field, 

but the way Jon is playing his first event out here is pretty impressive.  He's obviously very 

talented, so he might be the guy we have to catch. 

 

Q.  Did you think you'll be battling Vijay and Ernie at this point?  

 

BILL HAAS:  It's great to see it.  Obviously I played with Ernie for two days and he played 

beautifully so he's certainly a guy we're going to have to worry about.  And Vijay, they've 

both won, I don't want to sound ignorant and give a number but 20, 30 times each.  I hope 

those guys are battling it out on the weekend and I could be a third member of that party. 

 

Q.  How much confidence do you take from having won here before going into the last 

two rounds?   

 

BILL HAAS:  You've just got to tell yourself you've done it before here so if something does 

go wrong or you hit a loose shot, at least you have that in the back of your head that you've 

been able to come out of this before and it can only help to have that.  I mean this is a 

different year, that was three years ago, the balls, I'm hitting it differently, putting it 

differently, but hopefully have those good memories work in my favor. 

 

Q.  Is there something different kind of gone on this week, you had your struggle 

recently (inaudible)? 

 

BILL HAAS:  I don't think so.  I think this week I'm just a little more comfortable on some of 

the tee shots.  I probably played better tee to green at the Memorial and missed the cut.  

Just putter wasn't very good.  This week, yesterday I made a couple nice solid putts and 

today was a little bit more of what it's been like, just I wasn't able to make a bunch of putts 

but I'm not -- I'm being picky here a little bit.  I don't think I'm far off.  The putting feels good, I 

just need it to get hot and I'm hoping this weekend to go low. 
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