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FIRST ROUND INTERVIEW:     GABY LOPEZ      
June 24, 2016   
 

 

 

 

Q.  What was your first impressions of round one? 

 

Gaby Lopez:  The course is in good shape.  The greens are rolling perfect and we didn't get 

any rain this round, so it was nice to play at home as a professional for sure.  I feel a little 

more comfortable than last year.  I think that I belong to the Tour, and I feel that tomorrow is 

going to be a great day as well. 

 

Q.  How do you feel like that confidence has affected your playing? 

 

Gaby Lopez:  I feel that the Tour has taken the best out of my game every single week, and 

I just need to feel a little more comfortable with the tee shots, you know, where to hit it off the 

tee, and feeling comfortable with the speed of the putts, and that's it. 

 

Q.  You birdied your first hole.  Did that kind of help settle your nerves down a little 

bit? 

 

Gaby Lopez:  Yes.  It's always good to start with a birdie, and  I made a couple down the 

stretch on the front nine, but it's just feeling comfortable.  I think it's all that, and, you know, 

it's amazing to have my family here, you know, my dad, my brother, my mom, my coach are 

here, and the rest of the community brings the best out of my game.  It's a lot of support, and 

I'm just really blessed to be here. 

 

Q.  The people that are here this week, will most of those folks be going to Rio, and if 

so, how excited are you and the whole bunch to know that that is so close? 

 

Gaby Lopez:  I'm real excited about Rio.  It is a lifetime opportunity, and it's a dream come 

true, coming back to the Olympics, golf, after 100 years, and it's just amazing, and being 

able to represent my country, the University of Arkansas at the same time, is going to be a 

unique experience. 

 

Q.  This is a tournament where a lot of people are going to shoot low, so where do 

you think you have set yourself up for the rest of the weekend? 

 

Gaby Lopez:  You know, it's just sticking to my game plan.  I know I can't control the result, I 

can't control what Lydia does, what other players do, so it's just a matter of doing what I can 

and giving 100 percent to each shot. 

 

Q.  Anything you want to work on, maybe you kind of struggled with or want to try to 

fix heading into Saturday and Sunday? 
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Gaby Lopez:  You know, just feeling a little more comfortable off the tees, and just feeling 

the greens.  I think that's it.  I mean, I made some good putts in my round, but it's a matter of 

who makes the most putts. 

 

Q.  Gaby, there are a lot of Razorback fans here, but there are also a lot of Razorbacks 

playing in this field.  What's the excitement to have three other Razorbacks along with 

Stacy and you? 

 

Gaby Lopez:  It's a unique experience.  I think the LPGA has never had that many college 

golfers in a tournament, and it just feels really special to be at home and to share this 

experience with them, because I've shared so many with them in the past and, you know, 

national championships and regionals and so many collegiate events that prepared me to 

get to this point, and I think the college experience is unique, and every golfer, if they want to 

compete in the LPGA, it's a great, great opportunity, to improve and bring the best out of the 

game. 

 

Q.  You have to love when that does for the recruiting for Arkansas.  They see so 

many of you. 

 

Gaby Lopez:  Yes.  It is a great recruiting tool for the program and for Arkansas, and this 

tournament is another major for me.  It can't be more special.  So I don't know, I think it's a 

very special place, very special people, and I couldn't by playing better here in the LPGA at 

home.  

 

Q.  You already made the cut last year and that was amazing and so much fun for you, 

I'm sure, but now that you have been out there for a while grinding with these girls, 

week in, week out, what do you know now about your game that you didn't know back 

then? 

 

Gaby Lopez:  You know, it's just a matter of trusting your preparation, I think.  When I was 

here as an amateur I was a little bit nervous and, you know, you're trying to guess, is it going 

to go good or is it going to go wrong.  So here it is just trusting your preparation and knowing 

that your game is good enough, and that's what I'm proving to myself this year, that I'm good 

enough to compete here and hopefully one day get in the top. 

 

Q.  In your short pro career you're still trying to break into the top 10.  What would it 

mean to you to do that here? 

 

Gaby Lopez:  It would mean the world to me, for sure, to be in the top 10, or be in 

contention to win this week.  I'm not setting myself short goals.  I'm here to win.  I'm not here 

to play or make top 10, but I know it's a process.  I know I need to stick to my game plan, 

and I know I need to just enjoy every single part of the process because it's a learning 

experience and whether the outcome is good or bad, it's going to be -- it's going to be good 

at the end. 
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Q.  Have you allowed yourself to dream about what it might be like to step up on the 

medal stand? 

 

Gaby Lopez:  For sure. 

 

Q.  And give me a little idea of what is going through your head when you are thinking 

about those dreams.  It might be tough to sleep for a few nights, being so excited.  

 

Gaby Lopez:  I know.  It is a lot of excitement.  A lot of emotions, but I think that's where the 

psychology and the mental part of the game comes into play, and knowing that it's another 

golf tournament, just enjoying the experience, I think, like Lydia says all the time, it is 

enjoying the moment, enjoying the process, and it's about that.  It's whoever has the most 

fun and, you know, takes the positive part of every single round.  That's going to be the 

successful one. 

 

Q.  What did you see on 15?  What did you see on that putt and what were you 

thinking as it was going? 

 

Gaby Lopez:  Well, you know, I haven't made a bomb since -- a long time, since I was in 

Australia.  Now that I have a better opportunity, that's one of those putts that you just look 

into the hole, I hit it, and it just went 25 paces into the hole. 

 

Q.  Do you know, how long of a putt was that? 

 

Gaby Lopez:  It was 25 paces.  So that is about 70. 

 

Q.  70 feet?  Okay.  Gotcha.  Appreciate it. 

 

Gaby Lopez:  Thank you. 
 


