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ROUND 2 INTERVIEW:           RICKIE FOWLER 
June 24, 2016 
 

 

Q.  Joined here with Rickie after signing the scorecard, and to be fair, mate, just one 

blemish on the scorecard through 36 holes.  You've got to be pretty happy with that? 

 

RICKIE FOWLER:  Yeah, it's always nice not making bogeys.  The one, just maybe should 

have hit 3-wood off the tee.  Fairway narrow up a bit and hit it a little left.  So yeah, it was 

nice to just make one through two rounds.  Had a few putts slide by, so happy with the way 

I've gotten off to a good start.  Finally into a weekend, got a Saturday tee time, so we'll have 

some fun this weekend. 

 

Q.  You didn't have your hotel booking just through Friday night here this week, did 

you? 

 

RICKIE FOWLER:  No, no, I was planning on making this one.  The game's been very 

close.  Didn't drive it well last week, and especially there obviously with the rough and the 

bunkering off the fairways, couldn't do that.  At least here I was able to get away with a few.  

Did a good job keeping the ball in front of me.  Like you said, just the one bogey so happy 

about that. 

 

Q.  You've got to be pretty happy with the way you're striking the ball.  They didn't all 

fall in, but you had a whole heap of chances and you came out in pretty good shape.  

 

RICKIE FOWLER:  Yeah, it's nice when you step up on a tee and you feel confident about 

getting another look for birdie and kind of continuing that on.  The more looks you can get, 

the better.  That was really the goal out there was just give myself as many looks and 

continuing to do so.  Happy with the start I got off to and, like I said, looking forward to finally 

getting some tee times on the weekend. 

 

Q.  Pretty big week for you as well being an ambassador for Quicken Loans.  Talk 

about your commitments here this weekend.  Nice to be in the mix here heading into 

Saturday and Sunday. 

 

RICKIE FOWLER:  Yeah, it's been a great partnership with Quicken loans.  It's my second 

year playing in the event being an ambassador.  They're a really cool company.  Got to play 

with Bill Emerson, the CEO, in the pro-am this year as well as last year.  We have a good 

time.  They're good people and the stuff they do in giving back to support the military and 

our troops, it's definitely easy and fun to partner up with companies that do stuff like that. 
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Q.  Rickie, I've really admired your patience out there, just one bogey through the first 

36 holes.  Not a lot of putts were dropping in the opening round, you just kind of 

stayed in there, plugged along and you're 6 under par now.  

 

RICKIE FOWLER:  Yeah, no, it's a nice start.  Definitely nice to get a tee time on the 

weekend and happy with the work that we've been able to do on the game and get it kind of 

heading in the right direction.  Like you said, didn't make as many putts as we could have, 

but nice to have the amount of looks that we've had. 

 

Q.  With the greens being receptive you're able to be aggressive into these putting 

surfaces thus far? 

 

RICKIE FOWLER:  Yeah, there's a lot of opportunities when you do get good numbers and 

looks from the fairway.  You can definitely take dead aim, and there's certain areas you still 

can't hit it around the greens where short-side is not great.  Then the greens being soft 

definitely helps, you have a chance out of the rough.  The golf course is playing fair right 

now.  You still got to strike the ball well, though. 

 

Q.  I know you and Butch Harmon worked recently.  What did you work on in your 

swing? 

 

RICKIE FOWLER:  It's always fundamentals.  One of the big things, making sure I get 

enough shoulder turn on the way back and not so much the arms turning too much.  Then 

the club's able to just fall from the top and then everything works together from there.  So I 

was just a little out of synch and felt like we got a lot of good work in Sunday morning.  

Came over here, continued to work on that stuff and I feel like tee to green I've done pretty 

well this week.  Still obviously could be better and always working to get better.  We'll keep 

doing that, keep giving ourselves a lot of looks and see if we can get some more to go this 

weekend.   

 

Q.  Different day, different forecast, same result for you, Rickie, 68-68.  How would 

you assess your second round? 

 

RICKIE FOWLER:  Well, I had one more bogey today than yesterday but it's always nice 

going around keeping it pretty blemish free, just the one bogey through two rounds and 

dropping in a few birdies here and there.  Hit some close, made a couple putts and had 

some slide by the edge, so looking forward to giving myself some more opportunities this 

weekend and see if we can get some more putts to drop.  

 

Q.  Kind of a slow start today.  How did you steady yourself and turn thing around? 

 

RICKIE FOWLER:  I made a lot of good par putts.  I wasn't on top of the speed to begin 

with, left some uphill putts short.  Like I said, made some good putts for part so that kind of 

just kept me going, kept plugging along and knew that once I gave myself some good looks 

at birdies that I would be able to make those since I already made some for par.  
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Q.  Given the recent run you've been on, could you feel that you were starting to turn 

the corner with your game or what were the signs for positivity with the good start 

you've had? 

 

RICKIE FOWLER:  I mean, it's been really close.  The difference in making cuts and being 

in contention to just missing and packing your bags, it's a fine line.  Just have to be patient.  

It's easy to go out, get off to a bad start and start pushing and you end up packing your bags 

early.   

 

So I was able to get some good work in with Butch Sunday, come over here and kind of 

refreshed and ready to go get after it.  Definitely excited with getting to play the weekend.  

Pleased with where the game's at and where it's going, so we're in a good position going 

into the rest of the summer. 

 

Q.  68-68 start, just talk about the first couple days.  

 

RICKIE FOWLER:  It's been nice to get out there and not be over par kind of fighting early.  

Was able to just kind of stay patient and give myself a lot of looks at birdie, which is always 

good.  Just the one bogey through two rounds, so pleased about that.  Nice to have a tee 

time on the weekend and ready to go get some more out of the rounds.  Like I said, just had 

some putts slide by and see if we can make some more this weekend. 

 

Q.  Two days into the tournament with the rain and everything.  How do you feel the 

course is playing this week? 

 

RICKIE FOWLER:  The course is fair.  They've done a great job of the setup and with 

locations and where they put the tee boxes.  It's nice to not be playing in some very 

hazardous rough.  The course is very playable.  Nice to be done on Friday with no delay and 

ready to go for the weekend.  I know there's possible storms this afternoon, see if we can 

sneak by that.  I think this is the first time I've actually played decent at this golf course so 

excited for the weekend. 

 

Q.  You mentioned working with Butch on Sunday.  Are you starting to see dividends 

from that work already in these first two rounds? 

 

RICKIE FOWLER:  Well, it's always just a little fix and minor things, mainly on 

fundamentals.  I haven't been very far off, and to kind of compound on the swing to not 

making putts the past couple months makes things hard.  I had to really save yourself and 

continue momentum.  So yeah, nice to definitely strike the ball better this week into the first 

two rounds and see if we can continue to do that and just make some more putts. 

 

Q.  You had a lot of fan support here.  Talk about the fans. 

 

RICKIE FOWLER:  Yeah, from last year, RTJ to being here this week, it's fun.  We don't 
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play in, I guess, this part of the country often and we get a lot of support.  Definitely 

expecting some pretty good crowds on the weekend.  I know Thursday, Friday, it's kind of 

the quiet days, but we'll got some more support I'm sure this weekend.  Looking forward to it. 

 

Q.  How comfortable are you with the role of fan favorite here?  A lot of folks from DC 

are here to watch you.  Are you feeling the love from the gallery and your reaction to 

that role? 

 

RICKIE FOWLER:  Yeah, it's been fun especially playing along JT and Smylie.  I felt like we 

had one of the groups that was followed most and we enjoy that.  We love playing in front of 

crowds.  Like I said, we'll get some bigger crowds this weekend so I'm looking forward to 

that.  Yeah, it motivates you to play a little better.  Obviously I want to play the best that I 

can, but having the support from the fans and you want to go out there and try and impress 

them, so we'll see if we can do that this weekend. 

 

Q.  Rickie, you and Justin pretty much went shot for shot on 4 there with your 

approach.  He said that par was what he was hoping and that birdie kind of gave him a 

little jump start.  What did you see on that hole and how did you see Justin come on 

after that? 

 

RICKIE FOWLER:  Yeah, no, it was nice to see him kind of turn things back around.  He 

missed a couple par putts on 2 and 3.  To get the kick-in birdie's always nice.  To see his 

shot before mine definitely helps.  Seeing good golf helps.  It was nice to see him kind of 

rebound after some low points in the round and get himself assured into the weekend.  We 

were trying to get it to where we would be able to play together.  He fell a little short, but 

maybe Sunday. 

 

Q.  What was the benefit of playing with two good friends of yours for the first couple 

rounds? 

 

RICKIE FOWLER:  It's just fun.  We enjoy playing together.  We enjoy spending time off the 

golf course obviously.  Especially yesterday we got off to a decent start early in the round, 

we were all kind of going and you can feed off each other.  Definitely, it makes it more 

enjoyable. 

 

Q.  What did you tell Smylie, if anything, on those (inaudible)?  Seemed like he had a 

little trouble with those bogeys on that stretch of three there.  

 

RICKIE FOWLER:  Yeah, he struggled a little bit off the tee through the middle part the 

round, so hopefully he'll get them straightened out for tomorrow.  But he did a great job of 

hanging in there.  I mean, he could have easily went the other way and not been playing this 

weekend.  So definitely proud of him for the way he hung in there and kind of grinded it out, 

assured himself a tee time for tomorrow. 
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