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ROUND 2 INTERVIEW:           ERNIE ELS 
June 24, 2016 
 

 

Q.  Ernie, Congressional grew a few more teeth today? 

 

ERNIE ELS:  Yeah, it did.  They played it more off some of the back tees and a little bit more 

length today.  Especially 18 played a lot different, only had about 113 yesterday and it was a 

proper hole today.  So yeah, they stretched it out a bit and it's a tough course from back 

there. 

 

Q.  All in all, your assessment of the round would be? 

 

ERNIE ELS:  You know, I'm not too far off.  I struggled with the driver a little bit off the tees, I 

didn't get it in great position.  I wasn't way off but I wasn't quite in the fairways like I was 

yesterday and subsequently couldn't get it close enough to the holes.  Hopefully better 

tomorrow but I'm still happy with the overall game. 

 

Q.  Ernie, start glass half empty, you started and ended the day with a bogey with a lot 

of good golf in between.  What do you walk away with? 

 

ERNIE ELS:  Yeah, you know, I didn't play as good as I played yesterday but I played good 

enough.  I made a very soft bogey on the first hole, the first hole's not the most difficult.  But 

18 I kind of leaked my second shot to the right.  But the course played a bit longer today.  

They played it off more of the back tees so they stretched it out a little bit so we had to come 

in with longer irons and tough to get it close. 

 

Q.  Obviously you have a lot of fans here from what you did in '97 at the U.S. Open.  

How nice a combination is it of reliving good memories and also turning the corner 

considering your recent form? 

 

ERNIE ELS:  Yeah, I'm really happy to be here and I'm happy to be in the position I'm in, 

and I'm really glad playing at Congressional.  I'm a member here, so it's kind of a home 

course deal for me and got a lot of support out there.  It's really great.  People can still 

remember what we did here 20 years ago so it's great.  You know, I'm starting to play a little 

better, so looking up for the weekend, I think we can have a good one. 

 

Q.  What's the approach? 

 

ERNIE ELS:  Well, just similar, you know.  It's a beast of a course.  I get it in position and 

see where the flags are and just keep hitting good iron shots.  It's a great iron shot golf 
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course.  Try and get it in play a bit more for me.  The rough is not too bad so that plays into 

my hands and the putter's good, so if I do most of these things well. 

 

Q.  How did you feel about your round today? 

 

ERNIE ELS:  I'm a little disappointed on 18, you know, I bogeyed there from the middle of 

the fairway, and I bogeyed No. 1, so ironically started and ended with a bogey.  But felt like I 

played okay.  Not quite as good as yesterday obviously, but I felt like they stretched the golf 

course a little bit more today, they played it off some of the back tees so it's a bit longer 

course.  I've got to be happy with where I'm at. 

 

Q.  What's it like to see you and Vijay up there toward the top of the leaderboard? 

 

ERNIE ELS:  Well, I'm not quite as old as Vijay, but I'm getting there.  It's great to see him.  

He's always a legend of the game and he's done so much for the Tour and a great 

champion.  I know he's been working hard on his game and he's been quietly optimistic.  

Same with me.  So I would love to maybe see if we can really go low tomorrow and see him 

on Sunday. 

 

Q.  Give those young guys a run for their money, huh?  

 

ERNIE ELS:  Yeah.  You know, it's not just all about the young guys.  Us old guys can still 

play a bit. 

 

Q.  You and Vijay up there, is there something to be said about knowing the course as 

well as you guys both do? 

 

ERNIE ELS:  Yeah, I think a lot of the holes you don't really have to go flat out, you know, 

very aggressive.  You can play away from some flags and who knows, maybe that plays into 

our hands, who knows.  But at the end of the day the guy that plays the best from tee to 

green will win.  This course, you can't fake it.  You've got to play well from tee to green.  

Whoever does that well will have a good week. 

 

Q.  Ernie, you seem to really enjoy communicating on social media.  On your website, 

Ernie Els.com, you do a lot of blogging and you also do a lot of tweeting.  Could you 

tell us about that? 

 

ERNIE ELS:  Well, you know, I try to stay relevant, right?  There's quite a few things that 

happened.  You know, I kind of do what the other guys do and say -- I kind of comment on 

that.  Sometimes I comment stronger comments, but it's just basically how we feel.  It's a 

tool to use to get our voice out there on certain issues if there is any issues.  I like to needle 

the guys in South Africa about the rugby.  I've had a team that I've been supporting for many 

years that is really bad and they're starting to win a lot of matches now, so I give a lot of stick 

there and I give some stick to my guys on Tour.  So we have a good time bantering with 

each other.  Just telling it the way it is, the way I see it.  
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