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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW:  AYAKO UEHARA          
June 24, 2016   
 

 

(Answers given through interpreter.) 

 

 

Q.  All right.  I heard a lot of tap-in birdies. 

 

Ayako Uehara:  Yes.    

 

Q.  So iron play, what was the key?  What was going on?  That was a great round. 

 

Ayako Uehara:  Nothing really special. 

 

Q.  Nothing special, just the course record.  Tied the course record. 

 

Ayako Uehara:  I didn't know about it, so I was very, very pleased about it. 

 

Q.  You do now. 

 

Ayako Uehara:  Yes.  Thank you. 

 

Q.  So what have you been working on?  I know you might have been working on your 

swing, irons?  What have you been changing?  Give us some insight. 

 

Ayako Uehara:  The one that I'm working with, my coach, the swing, swing coach, it hasn't 

been working well at the earlier season, but now it's coming together. 

 

Q.  Okay.  Same coach? 

 

Ayako Uehara:  Yes. 

 

Q.  What is his name? 

 

Ayako Uehara:  Ian Triggs. 

 

Q.  How long have you been with him? 

 

Ayako Uehara:  A couple -- since last September. 

 

Q.  Okay.  So what have been the actual changes?  Can you give us a little bit of 

detail? 

 

Ayako Uehara:  Instead of like having some extra movement and everything, they take out 
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everything and then just very straight swing. 

 

Q.  Simple. 

 

Ayako Uehara:  Yes. 

 

Q.  Simple.  Okay.  Has anything about confidence been holding you back?  Has that 

been an issue, too, maybe not so much as the swing thing? 

 

Ayako Uehara:  With the caddie and the trainer, everybody is like teamwork, and then that's 

my motivation now, and so everything is coming together, including the swing coach. 

 

Q.  So big team effort? 

 

Ayako Uehara:  Yes. 

 

Q.  How much does this round do for your confidence now, seeing all those putts go 

in, all those irons shot?  How much does that do for you? 

 

Ayako Uehara:  I got a chip-in birdie today, and then, you know, the swing and putting, 

everything, of course I have the confidence now, so I'm going to keep it for the next two 

days. 

 

Q.  Perfect.  How important is it to get off to a fast start in a three-day event?  Very 

important? 

 

Ayako Uehara:  Yes. 

 

Q.  Did you play here the past couple years? 

 

Ayako Uehara:  Yes. 

 

Q.  How did you do?  Did you have any expectations coming into this course? 

 

Ayako Uehara:  The first time I came here, I holed-in-one on the 17th, so I had a very good 

image on this course itself.  It's a very positive. 

 

Q.  What year was that?  Two years ago? 

 

Ayako Uehara:  Yes. 

 

Q.  When you were a rookie? 

 

Ayako Uehara:  2013. 
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Q.  Okay.  Okay.  Three years -- oh, wow.  See, that's probably a memory that you will 

never forget. 

 

Ayako Uehara:  Yes. 

 

Q.  How loud was it? 

 

Ayako Uehara:  Since I got here this year, I've been watching this video of this hole in one 

many times. 

 

Q.  Of yours? 

 

Ayako Uehara:  Also, I show my caddie. 

 

Q.  You want the video that said you did it.  How loud was it?  Do you remember how 

loud it was when that happened? 

 

Ayako Uehara:  It's a really, really loud crowd. 

 

Q.  That's awesome.  So you have good memories here.  What's the key for tomorrow 

and Sunday? 

 

Ayako Uehara:  I'm going to start late in the afternoon tomorrow, so the course conditions 

will be different, so we have to make good judgment decisions and we'll go from there. 

 

Q.  Thank you.  Nice job. 

 

Ayako Uehara:  Thank you very much.    
 


