
1 

                                                                    Tee-Scripts.com 

PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW:     LYDIA KO      
June 23, 2016   
 

 

 

Q.  Coming in this week, I looked at your record playing here.  Pretty darn good.  You 

like this course.  What is it about this event that you like so much? 

 

LYDIA KO:  I think the best finish I had was two years ago, and I finished second, second 

behind Stacy.  Last year, I really wasn't in contention, but I had a really good final round and 

kind of put myself back in the top 10.  I think the first year I played I was here with a sponsor 

of mine.  I was lucky enough to come here and play this course, but I really like it.  It's a 

great blend.  There are some par 5s where, you know, you can be reaching it in two, kind of 

like the 18th hole, and that makes it a lot exciting, especially because the 18, that's normally 

where the most fans are, you know, if they are sitting down and watching the groups go by.  

So, you know, when you have a par 5 finishing hole, someone can make an eagle and, you 

know, turn things around.  So I really like it, and obviously, you know, playing well here gives 

me a lot of good memories.  

 

Q.  The biggest question is how do you call the hogs?  How have you done it?  

 

LYDIA KO:  No.  I've played with Stacy here before, and, you know, I think the 17th hole is 

the loudest hole on the tour.  When we're playing together, you obviously hear, "Go Hogs," 

you know, "Go Stacy."  So at first, I was "What's hogs?"  But then I got to learn about it and 

it's just really cool, like for Stacy to come here, where she went to school, you know, for 

university here, and for her to get that support.  It's always really cool when you're playing 

with the home girl, and, you know, you see these fans who are super excited to, you know, 

see her play well. 

 

Q.  Two, three years ago, you were the chaser.  You were having to chase Stacy.  A 

year or two later, what's it feel like to be chased?  Any more pressure?  How are you 

dealing with all that? 

 

LYDIA KO:  You know, I try not to think about it.  When I'm going out there and playing I'm 

not thinking about my ranking or what position I am in those standings, you know.  When I'm 

out there, I'm trying to make as many birdies as I can and trying to play the best I can.  I 

think that's what, you know, all players think.  They are not thinking about if some other 

player is ranked Number 30 in the world or 100 or Number 2.  We're all out there trying to 

have a good time and, you know, trying to play some good golf, and, you know, obviously, 

because you are the Number 1 ranked player, I think the one thing that people think is that 

the Number 1 ranked player should win every week.  But I said if you come in second every 

week, it's highly likely that you're probably going to be the Number 1 player anyway.  So it's 

more about consistency and how many times you can put yourself in those positions to 

contend and lead, and I think that's the important thing about here, that you have to try to put 

yourselves in these good positions and, you know, I think when you do put yourselves in 
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those positions, that's when you can learn from those experiences and then, you know, 

finish at the top here and there.  

 

Q.  How do you feel physically right now?  Mentally, physically in the stretch?  I know 

you have been taking some weeks off, but how do you feel overall? 

 

LYDIA KO:  You know, it was a really big week in Seattle.  That kind of started the stretch of 

events for me, because I skipped the event before that, and it was really good to go back to 

Grand Rapids last week and, you know, obviously, you know, when you're the third, fourth, 

fifth week, you're going to be a bit more tired than when you first were going into the events, 

but I've really enjoyed playing the last two events and, you know, this is one of my favorite 

events of the year.  So I'm excited about it.  Even though this tournament is a three-day 

event, if it was a four-day event, I still would take it.  That's how nice this tournament is and, 

you know, how they treat you, you know, the players and the fans and everyone.  

 

Q.  Do you have a different strategy coming into three-day events?  I know you don't 

have many and you didn't play ShopRite, but do you just want to get off to a fast 

start?  What's the key? 

 

LYDIA KO:  I mean, I'm here.  I played -- I had a good final day but, you know, I didn't really 

have the most, you know, fantastic first days, and when you obviously have a slower start, 

you know, you're trying to catch up and try to be at the top of the leader board.  So hopefully 

I'll have more of a solid first day but, you know, you can't push anything.  You just have to hit 

one shot at a time.  The girls are playing great golf, you know, Sei Young is coming off a 

great a win and Carlotta played well last week, too.  So you can't take anyone out of it and, 

you know, there is a lot of great golf to be played, so I just have to focus on my game and 

have fun out here and enjoy the heat, I guess. 

 

Q.  You talk about a good start.  I mean, last year was kind of difficult with the 

weather.  I mean, rain; start and stop.  I don't know if you got to finish your first round 

on Friday or not, but actually Sunday was the only normal day.  Is that important to 

you to get in the rhythm, get the round done, instead of starting and stopping like 

that? 

 

LYDIA KO:  I mean, I did end up finishing on Friday.  I got stopped twice, and I think I got 

stopped -- I made my tee shot on 12 and then the horn blew.  And when they came out I 

made a birdie on that hole and then when the horn blew as we were walking to the 18th tee I 

ended up making a birdie on 18, so my mom was jokingly saying that maybe they should 

blow the horn on every hole.  But, you know, you can't do much about it, you know.  The 

weather, it's totally out of our hands.  Whatever happens, we've got to go with it, and those 

kind of things, it's not in your control.  You just have to deal with it and, you know, play.  And 

everybody is going to be in that position.  It's not just you that's out there, you know, having 

these delays.  
 


