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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW:      
MARIA FASSI,  ALANA URIELL & REGINA PLASENCIA      
June 23, 2016   
 

 

MODERATOR:  Good afternoon, everybody.  It is my pleasure to welcome in three 

more Razorbacks in the media center here at the Walmart Northwest Arkansas 

Championship.   

 

First off, I would like to congratulate all three of you.  I'll introduce you guys.  To the 

immediate left, Maria Fassi, Alana Uriell, who shot 64 in the Monday qualifier, not bad, 

and Regina Plasencia, who shot 69 also to get to the final two spots at the 

championship.  

 

I'll open up with you, Maria, and start with you two.  You get the sponsor invite here, 

what an honor that must have been to you to get that news.  Tell us when you found 

out what you have been, you know, kind of doing to prepare, what you are expecting 

here this week? 

 

MARIA FASSI:  Well, it's definitely great to get the invite for this tournament.  It's probably 

one of the best tournaments on the tour besides Majors.  I'm really proud of getting the invite 

this week and I can't wait for the week to start.  I have been working really hard and it's just 

going to be really a fun week.  

 

MODERATOR:  What are your expectations?  I know you guys are uber competitive, 

going to have a ton of fans, but expectations for yourself, what's the goal coming into 

this week?  

 

MARIA FASSI:  Obviously I would like to make the cut and hopefully be in a really good 

place for Sunday, but I just want to come here, have fun, enjoy these three rounds and learn 

a lot from the pros, learn a lot from this golf course, and just start to see how being a pro is.  

 

MODERATOR:  Sure.  Alana, I'll go to you next.  Take us through that round of 64.  

Pretty impressive and not a bad way to start off the week, so take us through that day.  

What was working for you? What was the key to shooting the 64. 

 

ALANA URIELL:  I would say the round of 64, just overall I felt comfortable out there, and I 

mean, I have been training a lot leading up to this, like nationals, regionals, all that was great 

preparation for this.  I had a little summertime back home, some time with my coach.  I just 

came here ready, and then once I got out there it was just like easy, I think.  

 

MODERATOR:  Not bad.  I know you guys will say this will be quite a learning 

experience for you, I'm sure, being on the range with the LPGA pros.  What's been the 

coolest thing so far and has anybody given you any advice, or anything you picked 

up already?  
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ALANA URIELL:  I would say the coolest thing is that I was on the range yesterday and I 

was between Brooke Henderson and Lydia Ko, and I was amazed just to be there with them.  

It's a great experience. 

 

MODERATOR:  Did you pick up anything?  Were they doing anything that you 

thought, "Oh, okay I'll try this out"?  

 

ALANA URIELL:  I saw Lydia Ko doing some wedge stuff.  That was cool.  Brooke 

Henderson was behind me.  I could not see her. 

 

MODERATOR:  Did you turn around?  

 

ALANA URIELL:  I was trying to stay calm.  No, it was just really cool.  

 

MODERATOR:  Regina, I'll go to you.  Recent graduate, first off.  Congratulations.  

 

REGINA PLASENCIA:  Thank you. 

 

Q.  Looking forward, let's talk about plans for, you know, your playing career.  

Career-wise, I know it has to be an exciting time in your life and to now be here 

playing in an LPGA event. 

 

REGINA PLASENCIA:  It is awesome.  Right now I'm in a bit of a transition stage.  I just 

came off playing college golf and now I'm looking into the professional life, and I think -- I 

guess the most important part of what's coming up for me would be Q school. That's the first 

step.  So I already, I guess enrolled, if you could say that. So I'm looking forward to that.  But 

yes, like you said, like everybody has said, it's an incredible experience that I have this 

tournament.  It's the perfect good-bye, you know, for my time here in Arkansas.  I'm wearing 

this uniform and I could not be more proud to wear it, so I'm going to have fun out there and 

enjoy it and enjoy the crowd, because it feels like home.  I'm going to enjoy it.  

 

MODERATOR:  I'll ask all three of you, have you guys attended this event as fans or 

spectators?  Have seen the atmosphere and thought, "My gosh, I need to play in front 

of these people."  

 

REGINA PLASENCIA:  Well, I played the Monday qualifier for the past two years, but 

unfortunately I have not made it.  So I went back home after not making it, but I've seen it on 

TV.  I know Number 17 gets crazy.  It's the loudest hole in the LPGA.  This year, to actually 

experience it, to be inside the ropes is going to be incredible.  

 

MODERATOR:  We'll get a microphone.  If you have questions, you can raise your 

hand and we'll get you a mic.  I'll follow up with you.   

 

I spoke to Gaby, and Stacy came in, they both said how special an event this is, for 
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me to see it, we don't have an event that has such a close relationship with one 

specific university.  How cool is that for you guys to see, you know, them going 

through the program, then be mentors of yours and then you guys are kind of the 

next, you know, next generation?  How cool is that? 

 

REGINA PLASENCIA:  It's a great addition to the program at Arkansas.  I know a lot of 

young girls looking at the tournament on TV, they see us compete.  They see, you know, 

how much support this is for college players and professional players, and I think it's a great 

resource that Shauna and Mike have, and the special relationship that they have with 

Pinnacle Golf Course. To bring us another very competitive championship-style golf course 

that we can practice at, so I think it's a great addition to their program for recruits and for the 

players who are playing for them.  

 

Q.  Totally.  I'll go -- we'll go middle here.  Now that you guys have probably made 

maybe, out of the whole field have the most eyes on this course, give us a 

breakdown.  What are the keys, what are places to miss, places to hit?  What's going 

to be the key to playing well on the course? 

 

ALANA URIELL:  I think you have to be very strategic with your tee balls.  I would say the 

short game became really imperative in my mind, at least, and just knowing the greens, 

knowing where to hit it, and, I mean, if you know what you're doing, you should be fine.  

 

MODERATOR:   Stick to the game plan.  I'll put you on the spot.  Over, under, how 

many “calling the hogs” will you have to do?  My first experience was two years ago 

and I lost count after the first day.  I only imagine what you guys will have to go 

through. 

 

MARIA FASSI:  Calling the hogs is great, and calling them on 17, especially with everyone 

there is going to be great.  I'm sure as soon as there are a couple Razorback fans we'll be 

calling the hogs.  I'm expecting at least 10, 15 a day, fully, because it's going to be pretty 

busy out there.  But it's just really good.  I'm proud of calling the hogs and having everyone 

supporting us. 

 

MODERATOR:  You guys will be the superstars.  Usually the college players come in 

and are kind of unknown.  Because of those calls the pros are going to be like, "Who 

are these girls?"  It will be awesome.  Any questions?  In the back. 

 

Q.  This is for Alana and Regina.  Ladies, after the excitement of qualifying died down 

and it sunk in that you will be participating, what has been the biggest focus for you 

these last two days?  

 

MARIA FASSI:  For me, I have been trying to focus on my game plan.  As Alana said 

before, the golf course demands precise targets on the tee shots.  I have been working a lot 

on that.  And then the greens are kind of tough.  We have a lot of movement, so it's just 

knowing the greens pretty good, it's going to be to our advantage, so that's what I have been 
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working on this last days. 

 

REGINA PLASENCIA:  I think I'm mainly focusing on here just gaining a lot of experience.  I 

mean, it's kind of my dream to go pro someday and this is just a great opportunity to learn it.  

I guess just focusing on just doing what I would normally do if I was practicing for any other 

tournament.  I feel like what I have now is good enough to compete and make it to Sunday, 

so we'll see how that goes. 

 

ALANA URIELL:  For me, the main part as I move from qualifying to actually playing the 

tournament was making myself comfortable in the environment, feeling that I belonged on 

this tour, competing against these players, so I just visualize myself, you know, in that 

scenario regularly, because that's what I'm aspiring to do.  So it's been a little bit of that, but 

also, you know, taking it as just another regular tournament.  The game itself doesn't change 

regardless of, you know, if you're playing on a big stage or just playing a practice round or a 

local round, you know, on your home course.  So it's been a little bit of that, knowing how to 

manage, you know, feeling like I'm an LPGA player, that I belong here, and also just staying 

calm and taking it one shot at a time, just like a regular tournament.  

 

Q.  Regina, this is for you, too, actually.  You talked about it a little bit, but just what 

advice have you gotten from the pros as you make this transition into not just being a 

college athlete, but now seeing yourself as one of these women that you've always 

looked up to? 

 

REGINA PLASENCIA:  Well, I've talked a lot to Gaby.  I mean, we shared everything on our 

college years, and now that she's in the LPGA, I guess that's who I talk to the most, and she 

just really stressed the idea of preparation, that this is almost the most important time that 

you're going to face.  So prepare, you know, everything.  Physical, mental, your golf game, 

like don't hold back anything, and just once you're there, you know, play your game.  Take it 

one shot at a time.  She really believes in me.  She is like, "Hey, I did it, you can do it.  You 

were always behind me, so it's no problem."  It's incredible, but you just really prepare.  

Don't hold back, and give it all you got.  

 

MODERATOR:  All right.  Any other questions for these three?  All right.  You're off 

the hook.  Congratulations for making it here.  Good luck this week, and have fun.  
 


