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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW:          ERNIE ELS 
June 23, 2016 
 

 

Q.  Ernie, you're able to get in with a 5-under 66, a really solid number out of the 

gates.  What was working for you? 

 

ERNIE ELS:  A lot.  I had kind of a bit of a shaky start there early this morning and I didn't 

quite hit a lot of good shots, but then I really played nicely.  I played really good for 14 holes.  

I hit it solidly, I hit a lot of nice putts and just felt solid for once. 

 

Q.  You had had kind of a rough patch coming into today.  Could you tell earlier in the 

week that there was some positive signs with your game to have a day like today? 

 

ERNIE ELS:  Well, I was hoping for last week but obviously, you know, I had a bit of a 

difficult time.  But I did play -- the 36 holes I played, I played two good nines.  You always try 

to take something positive out of something.  But I've been working with Lead for a while 

now, and to get the new movement in your swing, to get that feeling, it takes a while.  So I 

guess it took a while to get this new knew move in my swing to feel comfortable and now I 

feel good about it and I'm hitting it nice. 

 

Q.  To be back on the property at a place, I know it was a couple years ago it seems 

like when you won the '97 U.S. Open, mentally what's it like to be at a course where 

you have memories like that? 

 

ERNIE ELS:  Always great.  Even last week at Oakmont I feel great.  Obviously I didn't play 

that good, but you just can't help it, there's good vibes coming.  Every hole is something that 

you did well.  I've got Ricky, my caddie who caddied for me in '97, on the bag with me so 

we're having a good time so far.  This morning we had a great group in Bo and Charley 

Hoffman playing very good, so we had a nice comfortable group and kept each other in the 

game.  

 

Q.  Ernie, that's two weeks straight that you get to go back to a golf course where you 

won a U.S. Open.  Your thoughts on that? 

 

ERNIE ELS:  Yeah, it doesn't quite happen that often, especially where you won majors.  

Obviously last week I didn't quite back it up nicely but, you know, I had the weekend off and I 

had time to reflect on what I want to do with my game and the way I want to swing.  You 

know, coming here to a place, as you said, I know, can't help but have good vibes around it. 

 

Q.  Speak of the swing, you and David Leadbetter have reunited.  Where's the golf 
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swing now?  

 

ERNIE ELS:  You know, I got it so laid off at the back, I got it really very deep in the 

backswing, kind of laying it off, and to get it back on track I have to do a couple of funny 

things on the downswing as you know.  Now I'm trying to get it just into a really nice solid 

kind of a one-piece back and then from there just straight onto the golf ball.  You know, no 

detouring.  We've been working on a move away from the ball and then to the top, and to get 

that feel, it takes a while and I think it's taken a while to get into my swing. 

 

Q.  And you look like you really had some of the feel dialed in on the greens, you 

holed that beautiful downhiller for the birdie on the third that I feel kind of kept things 

on for the fuzzy part of the round?  

 

ERNIE ELS:  Yeah, you did.  I had a good drive and I had a wedge downwind, I had a 

wedge into 3 that you've got to take advantage.  Hit some really quality shots coming in and 

made a couple more.  So it's a good start but I want to really play some special golf this 

week at a special place, so I've got three good rounds coming up. 

 

Q.  Ernie, 66 today, first round back at Congressional where I know you love this 

place.  Just comment on the day.  

 

ERNIE ELS:  Yeah, great to be back.  I guess we were fortunate to actually be playing.  We 

all saw that storm was coming through, that came through this morning and kind of delayed 

things but not too long.  We played a soft golf course today and the course is in great 

condition, so if you play decent golf, you could score.  It was a nice morning. 

 

Q.  What's it like playing here knowing what you did here in 1997?  As you're playing, 

does that dawn on you or was that then and this is now? 

 

ERNIE ELS:  Oh, you know, definitely you can't but help yourself, you know, thinking back.  

I've got my same caddie, Ricky Roberts who caddied for me back in '97.  Twenty years, 

there's been a lot of water under the bridge so to speak in the game.  But winning a major at 

a special place like Congressional, playing here again, you just keep thinking back on shots.  

Almost every single hole there's a moment, you know, back in '97 where we can remember 

still.  We spoke about that today and it's kind of nice to draw from. 

 

Q.  How did today compare to your own expectations for round one coming in? 

 

ERNIE ELS:  Well, you know, I felt comfortable with my swing this week.  Coming in here I 

played a nice pro-am yesterday and started feeling more like myself.  I've had a very tough 

year, I haven't played very well, so I need to start playing well.  I feel my commitment is 

there to play good and the swing felt good, so good start for today. 

 

Q.  How does the weather affect your approach coming into today versus what you 

kind of went through the last couple days? 
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ERNIE ELS:  Well, you know, it was a bit softer.  It's amazing how the golf courses drain, 

and the superintendent and his team should take a lot of credit.  I mean, they've done a hell 

of a job to get us out there to play.  The course is perfect.  It's not too wet.  You know, the 

ball's going to hold on the greens so you can play quite aggressively. 

 

Q.  Ernie, what are your thoughts on the Olympics golf, first time in over 100 years, 

any thoughts on that? 

 

ERNIE ELS:  Well, yeah, it's great.  I mean, it's amazing.  To have our sport back into the 

Olympics over 100 years is just amazing.  Obviously unfortunately there's a certain virus 

that's hanging in the air and, you know, a lot of our golfers are of that age now where they 

want to have families.  So there's a lot of concern going around on tour with these certain 

players at this age that they want to have families, so it's quite a concern for them.  I wish I 

could have qualified because I would have gone because we passed that stage in our lives.  

But it is what it is, but it's wonderful and exciting to see golf in the Olympics. 

 

Q.  You mentioned that you were able to be more aggressive today with the soft 

putting surface.  How does that differ from (inaudible)?  

 

ERNIE ELS:  It probably would have been the same.  I'm a bit of an aggressive player, but 

you couldn't go at every single flag when it gets firm and fast.  But there's certain hole 

positions where you can really go at it and I like to play that way anyways, but with the soft 

conditions you could do it almost on every shot, even with a 3-iron you could go at the flag. 

 

Q.  With the U.S. Open two days ago, a lot of players (inaudible) skip a tournament 

like this.  Is the course (inaudible) a tournament like this because you've won here? 

 

ERNIE ELS:  Yeah, I look at my schedule, I look at the golf courses and I want to obviously 

go to a golf course where I feel comfortable, especially when you've played the tour for over 

20 years, you know where you can score or not.  And the area, I love the area up here.  

D.C.'s great.  And then obviously the date's got to fit in with where you're going in the world.  

My family's in London now.  I'm leaving from here to go to London so it's an easy stop for 

me. 
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