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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW:    STACY LEWIS      
June 22, 2016   
 

 

 

AL LUNSFORD:  All right, we're very happy to be joined here by Stacy Lewis.   

 

Stacy, you are a Razorback in Razorback Country.  You've won here a couple times.  It's no 

secret that you're a fan favorite.  What's it like being back in Rodgers?  

 

STACY LEWIS:  It's fun.  This is a place that's very special to me.  I seem to be in a better 

mood and a little bit more of a smile on my face when I come here.  I love the town and the 

people here.  I wish I could live here but I can't.  It's such a special place so it just really 

makes me happy being here. 

 

AL LUNSFORD:  With all the success here and just the memories, Fayetteville's right down 

the road, is this one of those tournaments you kind of circle on the schedule every year, like 

can't wait to get back and enjoy it?  

 

STACY LEWIS:  Yeah, it's definitely on the schedule.  It's an important week.  It's one that 

I'm definitely not going to miss just because I love the golf course and I've played well on the 

course, had good success and I know the golf course like the back of my hand.  So there's 

not a whole lot of work that has to go into it so I get to enjoy the week, enjoy just being here 

and everything that this tournament's about. 

 

AL LUNSFORD:  So why is it that you think your game translates so well here and what's it 

take to play well on this course?  

 

STACY LEWIS:  Well, it's a ball striker's golf course.  It's not one that you need a ton of 

length on to win.  You have to be pretty strategic off tees, and then making the putts, that's 

also what it comes down to.  Both the times I won I made a bunch of putts so that's really 

what it comes down to on this golf course.  But it's just a fun course to play.  You get par 5s 

you can go for, shorter par 3s, longer par 3s.  You get to hit every club in the bag and I think 

any golf course like that is a really good test. 

 

AL LUNSFORD:  Tomorrow you'll head to your AJGA event, second year at Blessings Golf 

Club.  What's it like and what does it mean to you to have helped create an event like that 

where it's kind of considered like the gender-blind golf competition?  

 

STACY LEWIS:  It's been a lot of fun.  It's been fun to get to where we are.  It's the fifth year 

now of the tournament and we have kind of slowly made changes every year to get to where 

we are.  I got to go on Monday, came back around the White House and jumped in my car 

and ran down there, did a little Q and A with the kids.  They had a ton of good questions.  

But it's fun to get to interact with them.  And then, you know, they started yesterday and the 

girls were leading after the first day and the boys were making a run today.  I think we finally 
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got the format figured out and moved some tees around.  The AJGA has great stats so we 

were able to figure out what holes played easier or harder for the boys versus the girls, so I 

think we're on track this year to have a pretty good close competition come the last day. 

 

AL LUNSFORD:  Got to ask you about the White House, how cool was that on Monday?  

 

STACY LEWIS:  It was pretty cool.  I had been to DC before and kind of done a little bit of 

tours, but just to do it as a team and to meet the president, not many people get to do that.  

So it was more of -- I wish we had gotten to do it sooner.  It seems like forever ago that we 

won Solheim, but just to do it as a team was pretty cool. 

 

AL LUNSFORD:  You're one of five Razorbacks in the field this week. 

 

STACY LEWIS:  It's awesome. 

 

AL LUNSFORD:  It's pretty awesome. 

 

STACY LEWIS:  Yes. 

 

AL LUNSFORD:  And you're kind of seen now as like the mentor to a lot of these younger 

girls.  I think you work a little bit with the golf team when you can.  How have you taken that 

role and kind of run with it as these girls develop into pretty good golfers in their own right?   

 

STACY LEWIS:  Well, it's cool to see the idea we had of being able to give the invite to the 

players on the team to build some success down the road.  It's finally just nice to see it 

paying off.  We've kind of struggled to get -- maybe had one sponsor invite and myself and 

that's been it.  Now Gaby turning pro and she's playing really well, and the two girls getting 

to the Monday qualifier was just an added bonus.  I think that's really cool for them and just 

such a confidence builder to know that they can go out there and do it.  And it will be a great 

week to be in front of the fans here.  They're going to have all their Razorback gear on and 

carrying their bags around, so it's going to be an awesome experience for them and great for 

the program.  That was the whole goal.  If we can get the best kids in the country or in the 

world now to come to Arkansas and be a part of this team and see what we're doing here 

and have an opportunity to play in an LPGA event while you're in school, that's something 

no other university can say. 

 

Q.  Stacy, every year you sit in this chair at this time this week.  The near misses, you 

come back winning it.  You come back after last year being engaged now.  How 

stressed are you, how relaxed are you, how is this year different sitting in that chair? 

 

STACY LEWIS:  I don't know.  I mean, the game is definitely not where I want it to be.  I 

would definitely say the golf itself is not where it needs to be, but I feel like personally I'm in 

a great place.  A lot of good balance going on in my life.   

 

I mean, the golf is what it is.  Your golf is going to be in cycles.  You're going to have peaks 
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where you're going to win and then you're kind of going to play bad for a little bit and then 

you're going to win again.  That little valley just happens to be a little longer right now and I 

feel like I'm working on the right things and we're moving in the right direction and that's all 

you can really do.  Wins just don't happen by snapping your fingers, you've got to work on it 

and we'll get there.  But personally I'm in a great place, I'm happy.  I would like to get my 

house a little bit more settled in Houston, but other than that things are pretty good. 

 

Q.  Welcome back. 

 

STACY LEWIS:  Thank you. 

 

Q.  As we see all around the course these 10 year anniversary signs with former 

champions and everything, how cools is that for you as somebody whose been here 

for all of them?  There's probably not too many pros that have been to every single 

one.  

 

STACY LEWIS:  I can't believe it's been 10 years.  That's the hardest thing for me.  I'm like 

gosh, I've been out of school that long?  I just can't believe.  I mean, it's gone by so fast.  To 

think back of all the rain issues we had the first couple years of the event, to now every year 

it just seems to get bigger and better and all the events that go on around it.  I mean it's not 

just a golf tournament anymore.  There's a ton of events going on.  My family comes in town, 

they're running in the race on Saturday morning and doing all that stuff, so they get involved 

in the tournament.  It's just cool to see the way the community has really taken ahold of it.  

And this is their tournament.  They want to make it great and make it all so people want to 

come here and want to come and visit Arkansas.  For most of the players I've talked to, this 

is one of their favorite events. 

 

Q.  I know on a normal week when you come here every year the attention and 

obligations, you've talked a lot about that.  Give us an example.  With the wedding and 

everything coming, how will that be on your mind if at all this week?  How does that 

add to that, or with you playing so much right now, does that temper that somewhat? 

 

STACY LEWIS:  There's not too many -- I mean, when I can turn my phone off and put it 

away, I don't get many wedding issues.  When I get done, I usually have a few texts from my 

mom asking me wedding questions, so that's really the extent of that right now.  But we've 

got most of it done so the wedding stuff is really now let's just get to the day.  We did a lot in 

the off time so we're in a good spot there.  The week's pretty normal this week.  AJGA's the 

biggest thing, to be around for that.  But it's nice having a Friday start because I get an extra 

day to kind of spread everything out so that kind of helps a lot. 

 

Q.  Last week I had a chance to go over to the AJGA over at Lost Springs and one of 

the girls that just blew that field way -- 

 

STACY LEWIS:  She shot 64, right?  
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Q.  She shot 63.  Have you had a chance to see her and have you had a chance to see 

her game?  

 

STACY LEWIS:  She's playing in my event now and I saw her on Monday night.  Shauna 

actually pointed her out.  She's like, She shot 63! I'm like, What?  Yeah, I just told her -- you 

know, she came up for an autograph and a picture.  I told her congrats on the 63 and she 

kind of got a little bit shy.  63 on any golf course is good. 

 

Q.  Will you get a chance to see her tomorrow maybe? 

 

STACY LEWIS:  I will.  I'm going to go down there, practice down there so I can ride around 

on the course and check out how the kids are doing and be there to hand out some awards 

afterwards, too. 

 

Q.  Stacy, do you feel like a mother hen a little bit, all these Razorbacks running 

around?  And how much do you know about the two that just qualified this week? 

 

STACY LEWIS:  Yeah, I do.  It's a little strange.  I mean, it's crazy how good they are more 

than anything.  You know, I've gotten to know Regina and Gaby obviously pretty well.  Don't 

know Maria and Alana quite as well, but from what Shauna has talked about with Alana that 

she's probably one of the most talented players to come through the University of Arkansas.  

Shauna speaks pretty highly of her.  Gaby, we've already seen what Gaby can do.  I think 

it's just a matter of time before she gets a win out here.  Regina, Regina's kind of struggled 

here her senior year so it's nice to see her put a good round together and get into the 

tournament.  And then Maria as a freshman coming in at semester, she gets an opportunity 

here to play in an LPGA event at a young age and get some experience there, kind of like 

what Gaby's been able to do the last few years. 

 

Q.  I wanted to switch gears, Stacy, about the Olympics coming up and, you know, I 

know there's a special kind of preparation that goes into every week, maybe even 

elevated for a major.  So the Olympics, how does one handle that given that it hasn't 

been done in so long, and I wanted to following that up with a quick comment on any 

Zika fears from you? 

 

STACY LEWIS:  Well, I think the Olympics would be a great honor.  I think the way I've 

worked it out in my head is that we have 20 opportunities to win a major championship every 

four years.  You have one opportunity to win an Olympic medal in four years.  So if that 

doesn't make it special, then I don't know what it is.  To me, it's a big deal.  To me, it's an 

opportunity to showcase our sport, take it around the world and just to be a part of being 

around the other athletes and going to the other events and seeing what they're doing and 

cheering them on because they're part of Team USA, that's I think going to be the coolest 

part about it.   

 

And you see, especially you look at like the swimmers and the track and field, they work for 

three, almost four years basically to get to this point for one race.  I mean, that's -- I just 
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couldn't imagine working that long for that one race.  We're fortunate in golf that we get to 

play every week and have major championships a couple times a year so it's not so much 

pressure on one week. 

 

But I definitely, I definitely want to go and I definitely want to be there.  The Zika is definitely 

a concern to me.  You know, I would like to have a family, and while it's not in the immediate 

future but definitely down the line and I'm still researching it and still trying to figure things 

out.  I don't want to -- I don't want to pull my name out of the list or anything prior to figuring 

out who's going.  The cutoff is July 11th I think it is.  So, I mean, until I see my name officially 

on that list and then I'm going to continue to talk to some of the different organizations.  And 

the Tour's been great about giving us resources to talk to.  So my decision hasn't been 

made but I would like to go.  I hope that everything's okay enough that I can go. 

 

Q.  I know you talked about the roller coaster about winning and the process, but this 

was the last win you had two years ago.  As you come into this tournament, do you 

have more motivation to, if you do get over the hump, to make it here in front of a 

home crowd and maybe the little bit of the added pressure that it brings? 

 

STACY LEWIS:  Yeah, I would love for it to be here.  More than anything I would just love to 

be in those last few groups coming up the last couple holes because I think that's to my 

advantage.  I get a little bit of the home crowd advantage coming in.  But I would love for it to 

be here.  I love -- like I said, I love this place, I love this golf tournament.  The win here two 

years ago, other than the British Open at St. Andrews, I don't know how else you top it.  I 

can still remember making that putt on 18 and how loud it was.  And the putts on 15 and 16, 

I mean it was so loud coming in that it was just one of the coolest experiences I've ever had 

on the golf course and I would love, definitely love to repeat again. 

 

Q.  So I watched your interview very early this morning with the Golf Channel and you 

said that you got to come back and work with your college coach.  How great is that 

being able to come back here and kind of refresh yourself in that sense? 

 

STACY LEWIS:  It was great.  Shauna spent -- actually came in early last week and we 

spent some time together.  Then she came out and walked nine holes with me yesterday as 

well.  She just knows my game really well and things have kind of been a little bit off and 

hadn't seen me play in a few months, so a lot of times when somebody hasn't seen you play 

in a few months, they might catch something more than, say, my caddie that watches me 

play every single day.  And so she definitely had some things that really helped a lot and just 

kind of just getting me back focused and reeled into what I do well and what makes me 

successful.  She's always been really good, a good motivator to me.  It was nice to come 

back and it just kind of felt like old times again.   

 

Q.  Sorry, not to turn this into the royal wedding or anything like that but I've got to 

ask one more.  What is the date and where is it and whatever details you're willing to 

share? 
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STACY LEWIS:  Sure.  It's August 6th in Mystic, Connecticut.  We're doing it pretty small 

because most people are having to travel.  We have some friends who have a house up 

there and just thought it would be a good place to do it.  But it will be great.  That's always 

been the hardest part is the distance.  We made a couple visits up there to kind of -- we had 

to taste the wedding cake and taste the food and do all that kind of stuff.  Yeah, it is a good 

part.  You get a little sick afterwards, but we made some visits up.  It's been a lot of fun, 

something you get to do together.  The day's going to be great but the planning, it's just too 

much for me.  (Laughs.) 

 

AL LUNSFORD:  All right.  I think that will do it.  Thanks very much, Stacy.  Enjoy the week. 

 

STACY LEWIS:  Thank you.   
 


