
1 

                                                                    Tee-Scripts.com 

PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW:    NA YEON CHOI      
June 22, 2016   
 

 

 

AL LUNSFORD:  We are very happy to be joined by the defending champion of this 

tournament, Na Yeon Choi.   

 

Got to feel good to be back around here, right?  Were you reminiscing a little bit from last 

year?  

 

NA YEON CHOI:  Yeah, I have great memories of here and all people welcome me so well 

so I'm very happy.  Especially last two weeks I was a little struggle with my game, but as 

soon as I land in Arkansas, I just felt a lot of confidence and I just looking forward for this 

tournament. 

 

AL LUNSFORD:  Going back to last year, the shot on 16 for eagle that put you in the lead at 

that point, would you say that's one of the best moments of your career, best shots of your 

career?  

 

NA YEON CHOI:  I think so.  I mean, the sad thing is I couldn't see the ball going in, but I 

watched it so many times on internet or TV replay, I felt so good with that shot.  And also I 

had the same feeling on the next hole for tee shot on 17.  So that both tee shot with 8-iron 

was great. 

 

AL LUNSFORD:  You've had four other top 10s here, a lot of success.  What are some of 

the keys to playing well on this golf course?  

 

NA YEON CHOI:  I mean, this course I think suit me.  This is only three-day tournament so I 

think I can play aggressive from first day and I think a lot of people have a birdie this course.  

So whenever I have a birdie chance, I try my best to make it.  But like I said, last two weeks I 

didn't play well, especially my stats like driver, hit the fairway or GIR is pretty bad.  So I'm 

focusing on my game and just try to back on track. 

 

AL LUNSFORD:  So you're No. 21 in the world, you've had a lot of success, but did you 

ever think that you would have your own street named after you at some point? 

 

NA YEON CHOI:  Yeah, I mean, that's very honor.  I had three times my name on it on the 

street.  So I won in Toledo before and I had a Na Yeon Choi Street.  And then last year I 

won Ocala and they have Na Yeon Choi Boulevard, I think.  And then here Na Yeon Choi 

Way.  I mean, I won nine times on LPGA Tour and I have three name on it, that was 

awesome. 

 

AL LUNSFORD:  What do you think it will take to get win No. 10 in your career this week?  
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NA YEON CHOI:  I try to my best.  I played yesterday and I hit some balls today.  I feel I hit 

a lot better than last two weeks.  It's a little bit hot here, but I think I'm used to it with this 

here.  I like to play with the heat, so I try to think positively.  I have good memories about golf 

course so I'll do my best for this week.  

 

Q.  How do you feel health wise?  

 

NA YEON CHOI:  Healthy wise?  Okay.  Yeah, I had a little bit back injury since last year so 

I couldn't play three months, three months of golf.  My back is getting better after that three 

months off.  I did a lot of rehab training and I feel a lot stronger right now.  That's why this 

tournament or whatever's three-round tournament I think is an advantage to me.  Play 

whether like five in a row with the pro-am, so I think I'm currently my back is fine.  I hope I 

can keep doing rehab training every night and then better every day. 

 

Q.  Did the back injury, did that have anything to do with (no microphone.)  

 

NA YEON CHOI:  I mean, it definitely related with my golf swing and we travel a lot and 

every day we have different bed.  Like some hotel room have a soft bed, some hotel have a 

firm bed and then long airplane to the next week, I think that caused a lot.  And also this is 

21 years playing golf right now, so I think golf's effect a lot too, yeah. 

 

Q.  You talk about your memory and shots.  Have you been out to 16 yet and get to 

the spot and said, wow?    

 

NA YEON CHOI:  Actually, I played the front nine yesterday.  I'm going to 16 and 17 

tomorrow.  But I went to pro-am party yesterday and I met lot of guys, lot of people in the 

party and they talk about a lot my eagle shot and 17 tee shot.  So even a year later, but I feel 

it just feels yesterday or just like two days ago.  So I'm very excited to play this tournament, 

especially 16 and 17.  And also last year I had an eagle hole 18 on second round, so I'm 

looking forward to 16, 17 and 18. 

 

Q.  Does the course play pretty much the same year to year?  Can you talk about this 

golf course, does it change a lot from year to year or is it roughly the same 

conditions?   

 

NA YEON CHOI:  I think it's pretty much the same.  The course is always in good shape.  I 

think greens pretty softer than other tournaments and little bit wider, I think that's why a lot of 

people have birdies or eagle.  I mean, what was my score last year, 15, 16?  Like something 

around there, so this course has a lot of birdies.  I remember I shoot 8 under on second day, 

which means every player have ability to play low at this course.  

 

AL LUNSFORD:  Anyone else?  Well, thank you very much. 

 

NA YEON CHOI:  Thank you. 
 


