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Pre-Tournament Interview:        JORDAN NIEBRUGGE 
June 21, 2016 
 

 

AMANDA HERRINGTON:  We'll go ahead and get started.  We would like to welcome 

Jordan Niebrugge here to the interview room here at the Quicken Loans National.   

 

Jordan, making your professional debut this week but not your first time in a Tour event, 

captivated the golfing world last year at the Open Championship finishing T6 at St. Andrews, 

the lowest score for an amateur in history.   

 

Looking back on that experience, what still sticks out to you? 

 

JORDAN NEIBRUGGE:  Well, it was a pretty special week the whole week.  I was playing 

pretty solid and I had my family there, my mom, my dad, my sister.  I was playing well the 

whole week so I was really excited to get going and it was just a matter of kind of getting off 

to a solid start and I did well with that on Thursday.  It was kind of all from there.   

 

The thing that probably sticks the most was walking up 18 the last day with Sergio and with 

everybody on all sides.  It was pretty special.  He just told me to never forget this because, 

you know, you don't really get to see this type of stage too often.  So I definitely won't forget 

that.  I get chills every time thinking about that so it was pretty awesome.  

 

AMANDA HERRINGTON:  As you go to make your professional debut, have you sought 

advice from professionals you may have played with?  

 

JORDAN NEIBRUGGE:  Yeah, for sure, working with in practice rounds and stuff like that, 

definitely getting advice on how to do things, how to go about competing around the course, 

stuff like that, and feeling comfortable out there each and every week.  So definitely kind of 

lean on some of the guys I know out here.  I'm fortunate enough to have some OSU guys 

out here that take me under their wing, so it's pretty special for me to be able to lead on 

them a little bit.    

 

AMANDA HERRINGTON:  A lot of college players turning pro at this time.  Can you talk 

about your decision as you looked toward ultimately when you would turn pro and your 

college career?  

 

JORDAN NEIBRUGGE:  Yeah, so I really wanted -- me and my family thought it was best 

for me to finish all four years and end up graduating from OSU and I think that was a great 

decision.  I got a lot better over the last couple years and I'm proud to say that I ended up 

finishing everything out at OSU and it definitely made me into a better player and I definitely 
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won't forget my time there. 

 

AMANDA HERRINGTON:  Before I turn it over to questions, expectations for this week? 

 

JORDAN NEIBRUGGE:  No expectations really.  I have a couple goals but just kind of 

going out there, it seems like the times I play the best, I really don't have any expectations 

on how I'm going to do or how I'm going to finish.  It's just kind of going out there and really 

competing my hardest and getting ready for the tournament as hard as I can. 

 

AMANDA HERRINGTON:  With that we'll start with some questions. 

 

Q.  I just wanted to ask sort of how things have been different for you since that week, 

both inside in your head and the way people have reacted to you and come up to you, 

and what has it led to in the last year since then? 

 

JORDAN NEIBRUGGE:  Nothing really different with people coming up to me at all, but as 

far as in my head, it definitely gave me a lot of confidence after that week.  You know, it 

really -- I say this all the time, a lot of the younger guys are getting the opportunities to play 

in professional events now and they're really taking advantage of that and that's kind of what 

I did that week.   

 

I ended up last summer, me, my dad and my friend Charlie Danielson went over to get some 

experience over in Europe.  We played the Brit Am, the Ingus Am and we ended up playing 

The Open qualifier.  We both had a chance to get in.  I end up getting in and definitely took 

advantage of the opportunity I had that week.  I was playing great, like I said, and it was just 

a matter of kind of getting the ball rolling. 

 

Q.  What are your plans upcoming after this?  Are you going back over, are you going 

to have a little bit of a less relaxed time or do you have events between now and then 

scheduled? 

 

JORDAN NEIBRUGGE:  I'm going to be playing the Greenbrier the week before The Open 

and then I'm going to head over there and prepare for that, and then come back and play the 

Canadian, and then I have a couple other tournaments lined up, the last three tournaments 

lined up to finish out the year.  So I have a lot of really great opportunities and fortunate 

enough to get those opportunities and hopefully we can make the best of it. 

 

Q.  Have you been to any of these places where you're planning to go the rest of the 

summer? 

 

JORDAN NEIBRUGGE:  I have not been here.  I've been to the Wyndham for the Footjoy 

AJGA tournament a couple years back in junior golf.  And definitely remember Sedgefield 

pretty well.  And then I played the John Deere two years ago, both me and my caddie were 

able to experience that that week.  We ended up making the cut and playing pretty well.  

Yeah, those are the only two courses that we've seen out of the seven, but besides that 
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we're pretty pumped to get started. 

 

AMANDA HERRINGTON:  All right.  Well, Jordan, thank you for your time and best of luck 

this week.  

 

JORDAN NEIBRUGGE:  Thank you, appreciate it. 
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