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Pre-Tournament Interview:         TROY MERRITT 
June 21, 2016 
 

 

ALEX URBAN:  We would like to welcome the defending champion here at the Quicken 

Loans National, Troy Merritt.   

 

Talk about your win last year.  It was your first PGA Tour victory and talk about how that's 

changed your approach and also talk through the win last year. 

 

TROY MERRITT:  Well, we didn't really have a great shot going into the weekend.  We 

didn't make many putts the first two days but we got the putter going on Saturday and got a 

nice little 61, which got us right back into the tournament.  We were able to hold off a pretty 

good host of guys there on Sunday afternoon.   

 

You know, it was really cool to know that all of the wins that I had had as an amateur, that I 

could apply what I learned in those wins to winning on the PGA Tour.  I think that was what I 

took out of it most is if we can get ourself in contention a little bit more often, I like our odds 

to be able to pull it out.  We won't always win.  We went for the win at Bay Hill when Jason 

won earlier and came up a couple yards short, but it's nice knowing that we don't shy away 

from those opportunities; that if we have the shot, we're going to take it, we're going to try 

and win. 

 

ALEX URBAN:  Obviously it's a different venue.  What does it feel like to come back to an 

event as the defending champion for the first time?  

 

TROY MERRITT:  You know, it is pretty cool.  It probably would feel a little different if we 

were playing RTJ again this year, but nonetheless, Congressional is a very stern test.  I'm 

going to say just like RTJ last year, Congressional doesn't fit my eye but apparently that 

doesn't mean a whole lot.  But we'll see what we can do out here.  Everybody's been great 

so far.  I'm just really looking forward to getting out there on Thursday. 

 

Q.  Have you played Congressional yet? 

 

TROY MERRITT:  Yeah, I played the event when it was here in '14, and then I got out there 

yesterday and then played nine again today. 

 

Q.  Well, if doesn't fit your eye, how do you go about attacking it? 

 

TROY MERRITT:  When I played in '14 I noticed a lot of the tee shots were draw holes and I 

don't hit a draw very well with driver.  At least I didn't in 14, I was committed to hitting a fade 
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so I had to take a lot tighter lines back then.   

 

Having played yesterday and then again today, I hit the ball a little differently off the tee now, 

but I don't hit it as far as the other guys do that can get it out there and have low to mid irons 

into some of the par 4s where I'm hitting mid to long irons.  With this rain kicking up now and 

then maybe again on Thursday, that actually helps me a little bit.  It helped me out a lot last 

year at RTJ where I could laser in 6-iron and 5-irons into the par 4s whereas some of those 

guys were hitting 8-irons and 9-irons and I could hit it just as close as they could.  If it stays 

firm, we'll see how much rain we get, but when it's firm it's tougher for me to hit it closer with 

those long irons and those guys that can hit high 9-irons and even wedges into the greens.  

So we'll just have to see what happens.  My game's different now than what it was in '14 so I 

feel a little bit more confident that I can play well. 

 

Q.  You mentioned your game's different now but how do you assess your just 

performances so far this year, how do you assess your season?  I know you had a 

good finish at Colonial and played well as you mentioned at Bay Hill, Northern Trust, 

but how do you look back on things right now?  

 

TROY MERRITT:  Very inconsistent, which is pretty typical unfortunately.  But I've had five 

top 25s, four top 20s but I've only made eight cuts.  So I've missed a lot of cuts, but when 

I've played the weekend I've usually played pretty solid.  I would say that I felt better and 

played better I would say than what my scores would indicate.  I've played poorly at times 

like everybody, but I think I'm a little disappointed with where we're sitting right now.  The 

game has felt better than the results.  There's been too much sloppy play.  The short game 

hasn't been as good this year as it was last year but we still have time we have plenty of 

time this season.  We have the whole summer.  Last year I had a pretty solid summer.  The 

year before summer was the best part of my season, so I'm just looking forward to playing a 

lot of golf and hopefully a lot of good golf. 

 

Q.  What do you take away from that first Masters experience you had a couple 

months back? 

 

TROY MERRITT:  That I would like to play there every year, so it's pretty good incentive to 

go out and win. 

 

Q.  When you won last year, I believe you were coming off of a stretch of a few missed 

cuts in a row.  Just wondering if when you have those periods now, do you think 

back, hey, look, I came back from a bad stretch and won.  Does it give you any sense 

of not getting too down or yourself or realizing that hey, you know, it can be right 

around the corner again? 

 

TROY MERRITT:  Yeah, I'm by nature not a negative person.  I've had several stretches 

where I've gone and played relatively poor golf and missed a bunch of cuts.  I think my 

rookie year I missed seven in a row and finished third in New Orleans and then went on 

another missed cut streak.  So you just never know in this game.  You could be hitting the 
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ball well and just not getting anything out of it and shooting even, 1 under and just being kind 

of struck in neutral.  Unfortunately, out here neutral means you're probably missing cuts and 

you're not competing.   

 

But all you need to see is a maybe a couple putts go in early.  That's kind of what happened 

at Bay Hill this year.  I wasn't playing well going into Bay Hill, just played pretty poorly on the 

Friday at Valspar the week before and I went out and made a 12-footer for birdie on the first 

hole of the tournament and went on to tie for third.   

 

Just seeing something happen early in a round when that hasn't been happening.  If it's a 

made putt or if it's a really hard up-and-down or maybe it's an easy up-and-down but you've 

been struggling with it the last couple tournaments, something that's different that gives you 

a little bit more hope that you're going to play well that week or it just drives you and drives 

your focus and concentration to the next level so that you can play well, maybe that's what's 

been lacking.   

 

Like I said, I've never been a negative person.  Even when I don't perform well, I try to find 

something positive and take it with me to the next event.  And I focus on that first before 

what was wrong last week so I can try and fix it for this week.  I want to have some good 

feelings before trying to fix something that wasn't so good. 

 

Q.  Troy, since your last competitive round, I think it was St Jude's on the 12th, how 

much have you been working on your game and did you let yourself take a break a 

little bit and did you get a chance to watch the U.S. Open?  

 

TROY MERRITT:  I'm really good at taking breaks.  I'm a professional, actually.  (Laughs.) 

 

I had played three weeks in a row, went home, took the first I think four days off that week.  

Well, like three and a half.  I did some short game work one day.  But it's just my time to 

spend with my boys and my wife.  I got back out on the golf course on Friday and then did 

some work again on Saturday.   

 

When I go home, I go home to be a dad and try to sneak in a round or two.  If my boys want 

to go out and play a little extra, I'll definitely go out and play.   

 

As far as The Open goes, I watched a little bit on Friday and Saturday.  I was on planes on 

Sunday and when I landed in Minneapolis was kind of when things kind of started going 

south, for lack of a better word.  Then I got on another plane and I missed the rest of it.  But 

it was a very entertaining U.S. Open, I really enjoyed watching it.  I would much rather have 

been there playing but as a competitor, my wife asks me, why are you watching golf?  Well, 

I've been a fan my whole life.  Just because I play it doesn't mean I'm not a fan anymore, 

doesn't mean I don't want to watch it. 

 

Yeah, I don't know.  It would have been nice to be there, it would have been nice to give it a 

whack, but I think the right guy won and I was really happy to see Dustin pull it out. 
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ALEX URBAN:  Thank you, Troy.  Good luck defending this week. 

 

TROY MERRITT:  Thanks, guys. 
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