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Pre-Tournament Interview:         RICKIE FOWLER 
June 21, 2016 
 

 

JOHN BUSH:  We would like to welcome Rickie Fowler into the interview room here at the 

Quicken Loans National.  He's making his fifth start at this event and he's coming off of a 

runner-up finish here last year.   

 

Rickie, welcome back to -- well, not here at Congressional last year, but welcome back to 

the Quicken Loans.  If we can just get your comments.  

 

RICKIE FOWLER:  Yeah, nice to be back.  I had a good tournament last year at RTJ and 

excited to be here at Congressional.  I've always loved the look of the golf course, and 

unfortunately I just haven't been able to play well here yet.  So it's time to change that so I'm 

looking forward to this week.  Coming off of not playing as well as I would have liked to the 

past couple months and I feel like I've got some good stuff to get going this week and get the 

summer started right. 

 

JOHN BUSH:  We'll go right into questions. 

 

Q.  What is your level of concern right now with your game and what has been off?  

 

RICKIE FOWLER:  I'm definitely not concerned.  I mean, I'm more concerned about your 

game, Steve.   

 

No, I haven't been driving it as well as I normally do.  I feel like it's one of my stronger points 

of my game as well as my putting and haven't been making putts.  Not driving it well and 

then not able to scramble and make the par putts and then not able to really get into a good 

rhythm or build momentum through the round so it's just made it tough to really get off to a 

good start in tournaments, hence the missed cuts.  It's a fine line as everyone knows out 

here between making a cut and having a chance to be in contention come Sunday to 

packing your bags and going home early.   

 

So no, I'm looking forward to this week because I've got some good work in with Butch on 

Sunday and I feel like I've got some good work in this morning and I'm excited to be playing 

here this week. 

 

Q.  Since working with Butch starting, what was it, beginning of 2014, you've had little 

pockets where you'll miss a couple cuts and then it seemingly leads to a run of good 

form.  What did you and Butch work on Sunday and I guess what little positives have 

you been able to take that could lead to that? 
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RICKIE FOWLER:  All of it is just fundamentals from setup and getting the ball just to 

start on the line that we're actually looking and having the flight that we want.  One of 

the main things was my body wasn't rotating or continuing to rotate through the ball, 

but also some of that was caused by not being in the proper position at the top.   

 

Cleaned a few things up.  Obviously something that I continue to work on, it's a process 

along the way.  You can never perfect the golf swing, it's always ongoing and possibly a new 

feel day after day or week to week.  Always just monitoring and kind of keeping an eye on 

the fundamentals.  So feeling good about that and working on getting that putter hot again.  

 

Q.  It is one of the hot topics obviously coming off The Open, the USGA's ruling on 

Dustin's ball there on the fifth.  A lot of you guys were vocal about how ridiculous it 

was. 

 

RICKIE FOWLER:  I don't think a lot, I think it was all. 

 

Q.  All, okay.  So having looked at it now again, how would you fix a situation like that 

or what do you think ultimately went wrong? 

 

RICKIE FOWLER:  Well, ultimately Dustin didn't cause the ball to move.  That's I think the 

big thing behind the rule is, you know, if a player causes a ball to move, it's a penalty.  But in 

a situation like that where you have greens aren't perfect, you're not on a perfectly flat 

surface, people have walked on there throughout the day, you're going to have low and high 

areas, especially on poa annua greens as well.  So the ball's not going to come to a perfect 

rest every time.  Sometimes it's going to fall back into a low spot or it could roll forward.   

 

In his situation, obviously he hadn't addressed the ball yet and the club hadn't been soled 

behind the ball, it was soled to the side of it because he was taking practice strokes.  I think 

Chamblee made a great point on one of his things on Golf Center.  When have you ever 

seen a ball move on a practice putting green when you're making a practice stroke next to it 

without actually clipping it with the toe of the putter?   

 

It's virtually impossible to make a hard enough swing next to the ball to make the ball 

oscillate or move.  So, and the fact that the ball moved backwards up the hill, the putter 

never touched the ball.  Yes, Dustin touched the ground inside of it while he was taking 

practice strokes.  I mean, I can guarantee you he had no influence on that ball moving. 

 

Q.  Rickie, if that same thing happens on the PGA Tour, his playing partner, 

Westwood, also came to his defense.  You know, it's early in the round, he's 

obviously trying to catch him.  How would they handle it?  Would they defer to the 

players on that or -- in other words, don't they typically go with the player when it's so 

volatile like that? 

 

RICKIE FOWLER:  Yeah, a lot of times it's handled between the group and whoever the 
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official is that's close by.  In that case, obviously all the groups had walking officials so it 

almost should have been done with right there on the green and play goes on. 

 

It's a little tough to have a situation come up seven holes later and you've got to play the 

final round of the U.S. Open with that going on.  So for Dustin to win with all of that on top of 

it, it's pretty impressive. 

 

As far as, you know, it happening out here?  Probably it's something that would be handled 

on the spot and I don't see things being assessed after the round a whole lot.  I think it does 

happen every once in a while, but it would be more the players going to an official saying, 

you know, this could have happened.  It might be something you'll look at on video after the 

round but it doesn't happen very often. 

 

Q.  You've got the Baker's Bay threesome first two rounds.  Can you just talk about 

how well -- how that could help you? 

 

RICKIE FOWLER:  I think, first of all, Jordan's probably upset that he's not here to be a part 

of it.  There might be some commentary through the week from him sitting at home or 

something like that, but it's good.  I know Smylie's looking forward to getting back playing 

well.  Justin had some signs of great golf last week.  I think there's just too many others, and 

we all want to play well this summer so it's going to be fun playing with some of our best 

buds.  I definitely think pairings where you're paired with buddies and you get to go out and 

feed off each other, it can definitely make a difference.  So we're all excited about it and we 

just hope we're feeding off each other with birdies and get everyone going. 

 

Q.  I know you mentioned some concerns about the Olympics back at Oakmont just a 

couple days ago.  Have you had a chance within the last few days to kind of research 

that a little bit more and have an assessment? 

 

RICKIE FOWLER:  Kind of continue reading along the way.  It's still going to be -- still going 

to be doing a lot of homework over the next week or two to really know where we stand on 

that.  But like I said, we want to make sure we kind of study up and know exactly where we 

stand and make the right decision based on what we know. 

 

Q.  You said you have an affinity for this golf course.  Why? 

 

RICKIE FOWLER:  I love the look of it, and obviously it's a championship golf course.  I 

played the U.S. Open here and missed the cut, but yeah, I love the look and I haven't played 

well here.  It's kind of weird, a lot of times when you like the look of a golf course and love 

the layout, you play well.  It just hasn't happened yet.   

 

I think another one that has been similar to that for me has been Riviera.  Love the golf 

course and I haven't played well there yet.  It's got to change at some point. 

 

JOHN BUSH:  Well, at this time I would like to bring your attention here over to the monitor.  
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Before we do that actually though, Amanda, I would like to say that Rickie is a Quicken 

Loans Player Ambassador out on the PGA Tour, and with that, now if you'll watch the video. 

 

(Video played.) 

 

JOHN BUSH:  With that I would now like to invite a special guest up to the podium of 

Mr. Bernie Walkowsky.  Bernie, if you'll come up and join Rickie. 

 

BERNIE WALKOWSKY:  Great, great, great shot.  Thank you.  

 

JOHN BUSH:  Bernie was actually the recipient last year from that hole-in-one with a free 

year of mortgage payments from Quicken Loans.   

 

Rickie, first of all, I'll go to you being a Player Ambassador.  You've always been one to rise 

to the occasion.  You love the big moment.  Comment on getting a hole-in-one here at the 

Quicken Loans National.    

 

RICKIE FOWLER:  I mean, it was pretty crazy with the -- we had the delays and going out 

and that was final hole of the day.  I should have just walked from the tee and just went 

straight back to the van and made my caddie go back and pick up the ball.  Yeah, never had 

a walk-off hole-in-one so it was pretty special.  Just a few months before that we had shot 

the commercials for the spot to promote the hole-in-one throughout the year and to actually 

make a hole-in-one the year of and to do it at the Quicken Loans tournament was pretty 

cool. 

 

JOHN BUSH:  Bernie, I've got to think you were pretty excited when you got word that you 

won a year of mortgage payments. 

 

BERNIE WALKOWSKY:  Absolutely.  It's been a great thrill.  Actually been able to 

accelerate house payments and actually had a little bit of extra money to play around, so 

thank you very much. 

 

RICKIE FOWLER:  You got it.  Glad to help out.  I heard you've got a good golf course you 

play, though. 

 

BERNIE WALKOWSKY:  Yes, we did.  One of the little tidbits, Rickie won the amateur at 

Sunnehanna Golf Course in 2007, 2008.  That's my hometown.  I live like four miles form 

that course, so when you're ready to come back, we have a foursome ready to play.  

 

JOHN BUSH:  Can he stay at your house as well?  

 

BERNIE WALKOWSKY:  Absolutely.    

 

RICKIE FOWLER:  It's one of my favorite golf courses through amateur golf, not far outside 

Pittsburgh and was lucky enough to get two wins and tried to get a third in a row and just fell 
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a couple shots short.    

 

Q.  Rickie, you also had the Ace for Ernie, too, earlier this year.  Have you ever had an 

ace and had a great prize for yourself either when you were an amateur or even out 

here as a pro?  Sometimes they have a car or something like that. 

 

RICKIE FOWLER:  That was my second one in competition.  No, neither of the two had 

anything that went towards me.  Justin and I also made ones at the par 3 contest at 

Augusta.  You get crystal.  We got a small gift from Jordan as well.  We might have had a 

friendly bet on the side for once.  That might be the one where I got something.  So I guess 

that's three in the last year.  I'll take that.  I'll take three per year for the rest of my life. 

 

Q.  So I don't know how it actually works.  Do you know ahead of time that he's taking 

the shot for you?  If not, when you get the phone call, where are you and what's your 

reaction? 

 

BERNIE WALKOWSKY:  I'm actually at work and I'm very skeptical.  I forgot the girl's name 

that I had talked to, but I talked to her probably three or four times before I decided to send 

all the information because she's asking me for my Social Security number and all my vitals 

and everything, but finally we did and probably within 10 minutes of me sending that in, they 

called and told me that I was a winner. 

 

JOHN BUSH:  Have you ever had an ace?  

 

BERNIE WALKOWSKY:  No.  Close, but no. 

 

JOHN BUSH:  Well, Rickie, best of luck this week.  Bernie, thanks for joining us today. 
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