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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW:     LINDSEY McPHERSON   
June 15, 2016   
 

 

 

Q.  Last time we saw you was at this event two years ago.  What have you been up to 

since? 

 

LINDSEY McPHERSON:  So I graduated with my masters in December, just this past 

December.  I finished playing on the team a year ago last May, and I've basically been trying 

to do the whole pro golf thing.  I moved to Florida in December after I finished my masters 

and played in a small tour called the NWGA down there.  I don't have any status yet.  I have 

to go to Q School in August so that's the next step. 

 

Q.  So you're just basically down in Florida training for Q School in August? 

 

LINDSEY McPHERSON:  Yep, training for Q School in August, and around in March I think I 

learned about this and then I was full force practicing for this. 

 

Q.  So where are you located in Florida and how long have you been back up in 

Michigan preparing for this? 

 

LINDSEY McPHERSON:  When I was in Florida I played at the Concession, which is in 

Sarasota, Florida.  My parents have a condo in Sarasota, Florida, so it worked out really 

nice.  So now I'm back for the summer now because there's lots of good stuff going on this 

summer.  I had this and then we play the Michigan Open, I'm playing a couple other state 

opens, the Ohio Open, the Tennessee Open.  So then after that it's pretty much Q School 

time.  So mid August or the beginning of August I'll be heading out to L.A. to play in Q 

School.  It doesn't give me all that much time. 

 

Q.  So when did you find out that you were going to get the sponsor invite to this 

tournament? 

 

LINDSEY McPHERSON:  I think it was March.  I had a few months I remember to practice 

and get ready for it, so say mid March maybe. 

 

Q.  And do you think the experience you had here when you were still competing 

collegiately a couple years ago, do you think that'll give you some confidence 

heading into this week because you were pretty close to the cut line a couple years 

back? 

 

LINDSEY McPHERSON:  Yeah, I was.  I think it gives me a ton of confidence because even 

just walking into a clubhouse knowing where you're supposed to go, knowing where the 

locker rooms are, knowing just kind of how things go, it helps calm your nerves a lot.  You 

don't need to find where the range is, you don't need to look for the first tee, you don't really 



2 

                                                                    Tee-Scripts.com 

feel like as much of a rookie so it kind of makes you more aware of your surroundings and 

more ready for the golf course.  Obviously playing the golf course in championship condition 

two years ago definitely helps. 

 

Q.  Do you have any like lasting memories of that event?  Is there one thing that might 

stick out more than anything else of your time being here? 

 

LINDSEY McPHERSON:  There is, actually.  So after the first day I played well, I shot 73, I 

was 2 over, right on the cut line.  And I played -- I started on No. 1 in the afternoon the 

second day and I think that gave Spartan Nation a little bit of time to get up in the morning 

and come out and follow me because it was packed with green and white.  I've never seen 

that many people, I've never had that many people follow me before.   

 

And I played my first hole, I think I had a par.  And then the second hole I missed the green, 

it's a par 3.  I missed the green and I chipped it in.  Came up fist pumping out of the rough.  I 

couldn't really see the hole, it was kind of a lower tier, so when I chipped up I didn't see it go 

in but everybody just erupted so that was kind of like the best, the best moment that I had 

that I remember. 

 

Q.  That's awesome.  And then did you get any advice from any of the other girls, the 

LPGA players out here when you were here competing as an amateur? 

 

LINDSEY McPHERSON:  Yeah, I actually spent quite a bit of time with Morgan Pressel.  

She played a couple practice rounds with me and she really helped me to see that you don't 

have to be perfect to play good golf, not everything has to be so serious and so perfect.  So I 

think just seeing her actions and having her tell me some stuff like that really helped. 

 

Q.  And then you've kind of been one of the ambassadors for this tournament as the 

local player, sponsor invite.  What's that experience been like for you? 

 

LINDSEY McPHERSON:  It's actually been incredible.  So when I first -- actually, beginning 

of this month or maybe end last month I threw out the first pitch at the Tigers game to 

represent Meijer.  I'm pretty sure that's the coolest thing I've ever done in my life.  So on top 

of being able to support Meijer and Simply Give and the wonderful organizations, I mean, I 

get to do some pretty cool stuff, too.  So it's been a ton of fun.  It's been really busy but it's 

been a ton of fun. 

 

Q.  And then what are your expectations for the week? 

 

LINDSEY McPHERSON:  I guess I'm just trying to go into this week without any 

expectations.  I just really want to play the best golf that I can.  I think last time I focused a 

ton on making the cut because obviously I wanted to play on Saturday and Sunday, I didn't 

want it to be over after Friday.  But I think putting that much pressure on myself, I think my 

last five holes I went 4 over in my last five holes or something like that.  So I would have 

been right on the cut line if I would have just kind buckled down, but I think I was so worried 
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about the cut line that it kind of got to me.   

 

So this week my goal is to just play the best golf that I can and try and not focus on where 

I'm falling on the leaderboard or what place that puts me in.  Hopefully, that will free me up a 

little bit. 

 

Q.  Do you think that the experience you had before and obviously this time around 

will help you going into Q School come August? 

 

LINDSEY McPHERSON:  Oh, definitely.  The times that you can put yourself in situations 

where you're nervous or that are I guess like important situations are so priceless because 

then when you get down to, you know, the 18th hole at Q School and you've got to make a 

birdie or you've got to make a par to make it to the next stage, then you've been there 

before, you know how being nervous feels and you can probably handle it a little better. 

 

Q.  So you're definitely going for the LPGA dream right now with the training and 

stuff.  What's that been like trying to chase your dream out here? 

 

LINDSEY McPHERSON:  It's definitely been different going from college golf.  In college, 

everything is taken care of for you.  You basically just show up and play the golf course.  But 

being a professional and actually making your own hotel reservations, making your plane 

flights, making all the extra stuff you have to do it really makes you appreciate college golf a 

lot more.  That's been the biggest difference.  I don't think my practice regimens have 

changed all that much.  They're longer, but as far as the types of things I'm practicing, 

they're pretty much the same types of things that I always have to improve on.  But that's 

been the biggest change actually, doing everything for myself. 

 

Q.  And then I guess the last one, how did MSU help you both as a golfer and then 

outside of the ropes? 

 

LINDSEY McPHERSON:  Michigan State, I can't say enough about getting the opportunity 

to go play there because I started playing golf when I was 15, so I really wasn't very good by 

the time everyone was getting recruited.  Even by my senior year in high school I think I was 

averaging mid 80s.  So the opportunity or even just thinking about myself turning 

professional as a senior in high school, I'm like there's no way, there's no way.   

 

I basically got lucky and I walked on to the Michigan State team, and just that program and 

how they build you up as an athlete, as a player, as a person, as a student, and all that stuff, 

I feel like I've grown into such a well-rounded person.  I can't say enough about Michigan 

State and the program that Stacy Slobodnik has, it's incredible. 

 

Q.  And then just couple basic things, where are you originally from in Michigan and 

where did you play out of and where have you been playing out of around here 

leading up to this event?  
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LINDSEY McPHERSON:  Okay.  I'm from Flushing, Michigan.  My parents are a member at 

Clio Country Club so I play out there sometimes.  And my sponsor club is The Fortress in 

Frankenmuth.  They've kind taken me in out there and it's an awesome course.  And then 

what was the other part? 

 

Q.  When did you come back to Michigan to kind of start preparing for golf courses up 

here? 

 

LINDSEY McPHERSON:  I came back the beginning of May, yeah, mid May.  
 

  


