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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW:    LYDIA KO    
June 15, 2016   
 

 

 

MATT HAAS:  Happy to be joined in the media center by Rolex rankings No. 1, Lydia Ko.   

 

Lydia, back in Grand Rapids again.  Last time you were here you had the glasses, it was a 

couple years back.  How's it been so far for you?  

 

LYDIA KO:  Yeah, it's definitely good to be back here at Grand Rapids.  I had played pretty 

solid here two years ago so it's always good to come back to a place where you feel 

welcomed and you've got some good memories here. 

 

MATT HAAS:  Speaking of memories, what are some of your memories from your time here 

two years back?  

 

LYDIA KO:  I think especially in my rookie year I didn't really do much outside of the golf 

course and hotel, so now I'm learning to spend more time looking around.  I haven't really 

had a chance to do that yet, so maybe I will later in the week.  But I remember obviously 

mostly of the course.  It's definitely on the longer side distance wise, and rough being up this 

year, too, it's definitely a tough course. 

 

Q.  I missed the beginning of this but how do you sort of decompress after such an 

emotionally charged week last week?  Did you take some time off in terms of like not 

practicing on Monday? 

 

LYDIA KO:  I didn't practice on Monday.  I took a redeye on Sunday night, so I was really 

tired.  So I was sleeping most of the day, stuck in the hotel.  And yeah, you know, every 

week is a new week.  Obviously I have a lot of great memories last week.  Didn't finish it off 

but still there are so many positives and great things that I've learnt from the week.   

 

But even though you've had -- you're coming off a great week, it gives you good momentum 

but at the same time you think it's a new week so you have to prepare for this course.  And I 

think because I wasn't here last year, I was trying to figure out the course and everything 

yesterday so I think I kept myself busy.  Even though there are a lot of great memories, I 

wasn't trying to think about what happened last week and just focus on what's ahead of me 

this week. 

 

Q.  Is this course a little more relaxing compared to Sahalee? 

 

LYDIA KO:  I guess so because there are less trees that are overlooking the fairways.  But I 

said this course is a narrow-wide course.  The fairways itself is on the narrow side, it's not 

wide fairways, but then at the same time because there are no trees, it doesn't seem as 

narrow as Sahalee.  No, I think narrow-wide I say so it must be somewhere in the middle.  
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But as I always say, no matter how wide the fairway is, the ball fits there.  As long as I 

commit to my lines and commit to a good swing, I'm sure it will get there eventually. 

 

Q.  You've obviously been playing very well, you're the No. 1 player in the world.  

Where is your confidence level at right now as you enter into this week? 

 

LYDIA KO:  Playing well last week definitely helps with the confidence coming into this 

week, but every week it can change.  Even round to round it can change.  I've come off from 

shooting 80 on the last round of the British Open and then winning the week after.  So 

obviously if you play well the week before, it gives you a lot of good momentum, but then at 

the same time you can't think about it in such a high note.  You have to go back to your 

basics and just kind of start over as it's a new week on the Thursday. 

 

No, I've been playing -- I'm proud of the way I've played so far this year.  It's been a lot of fun 

playing on the LPGA.  And time flies.  I can't believe it's already my third year on tour now.  

 

MATT HAAS:  Lydia, Sunday being Father's Day, what has your dad meant to you not just 

with your golf game but in your life?  

 

LYDIA KO:  He's always tried to support me and guide me through the goods and bads.  I 

think that's the important thing about family; no matter what, they're going to be there for 

you.  It was cool to have my family there last week to support me, and I know that within the 

crowd I can hear them go, "yes" or "good job" whenever he's come out to watch.  My dad 

and my mom and just family, there's no one like it.  No matter what happens, no matter if 

you win or you came last, they'll always be there for you.  I know I wouldn't be here without 

my team and without my family, so maybe I'll be able to play well the next few days, and 

either way I know he's a very deserving father for my and my sister. 

 

Q.  So much of the media's attention and the fans' attention is on rankings, is on who 

the winner is, is on these matchups like you had last week end, but you guys are a 

traveling group of ladies that disperse through the beginning of the week and then all 

come back together.  How much of that is just completely out of the minds of the 

player, the LPGA player, yourself mostly?  Can you put it out of your mind?  

Obviously we ask you questions about it all the time so it's hard to put it out of your 

mind, but how much can you put it out of your mind and just the goal is further down 

the road in the year with being No. 1 and things, but how much can you put it out of 

your mind? 

 

LYDIA KO:  I think people think because you are the No. 1 ranked player or you're No. 2, it's 

kind of a thought that comes into your mind that says, hey, maybe she should win every 

week, maybe she should come in second every week.  But I think the rankings are more 

about consistency and how many times you can put yourself in contention or in the lead or 

end up winning.  There is obviously the thought because you are the best-ranked player that 

hey, maybe she should win every week, but I said almost if you came second every week 

you could probably be the No. 1 ranked player anyway.   
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So at the end of the day when you're out there playing, we're not thinking about what ranked 

player the other player is.  We're all trying to play our best, have fun out there.  We're just 

trying our best to maybe be holding a trophy at the end of Sunday.  But when we're out 

there, that's why I said, we don't care if someone is 30 or 20.  Obviously looks might be one 

thing, but we're all golfers at the end of the day, we're all tour players trying to enjoy it and 

have fun on tour.  I think that's the important thing.  Rankings, awards, goals or those things, 

those come kind of after the tournament, not before and not something we I think normally 

focus on.  But obviously it is a thing that kind of comes through more in media, but when 

we're out there we're all just trying to have a good time. 

 

Q.  Lydia, with this tournament, this is probably the toughest field that the LPGA 

Classic has seen.  What is it going to take to be able to win this tournament and beat 

this tough field? 

 

LYDIA KO:  Yeah, I mean, the top players are here this week and obviously Lexi and Mirim, 

the past winners here, have a lot of great memories.  But to me, I'm just going to focus on 

my game, try and hit one shot at a time, try to get along the fairway, try to give myself good 

opportunities to go for birdies.  If I think about hey, I need to do this exact thing to beat Lexi 

or beat Brooke, I think it becomes just too result oriented and I'm just going to try and enjoy 

the golf course.  I'm sure the fans will be out there trying to cheer us on.  I know the girls are 

playing great golf.  Brooke is coming off a 6 under and a birdie on the playoff hole, so the 

girls are playing great.  You can see by the past winners this year and all the girls have been 

contending.  I know there will be a lot of great golf played and the fans will have a great 

experience watching us.  

 

MATT HAAS:  We appreciate the time, Lydia.  Best of luck this week. 

 

LYDIA KO:  Thank you. 
 

  


