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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW:    BROOKE HENDERSON   
June 15, 2016   
 

 

 

 

DEVONTE MARTIN:  We would like to welcome in Rolex rankings No. 2 Brooke Henderson 

into the media center.   

 

Brooke, this is your first time at Grand Rapids, so how are you enjoying your time here?  

 

BROOKE HENDERSON:  Yeah, I haven't really been able to see a ton of Grand Rapids but 

I really like the atmosphere here and I think the golf course is really beautiful.  I think it sets 

up well to my game so hopefully I'll have another pretty consistent week. 

 

DEVONTE MARTIN:  Right now on tour you're doing fantastic, right now you have 10 top 

10s throughout 15 tournaments this year and you just came off a major victory at the KPMG 

Women's PGA Championship.  So what has been the key to your success on tour this year?  

 

BROOKE HENDERSON:  It has been a very solid year so far.  Definitely capping it off 

yesterday or Sunday with the win was pretty cool.  You know, I've had -- leading up to that 

win, I had nine top 10 finishes I guess and eight consecutive ones, so it was definitely a lot 

of momentum for me.  And I was able to adjust to certain golf courses and I was working on 

different aspects of my game for every week and was able to, like I said, adapt to different 

conditions and different courses, which I think has been the key.  You know, I have such an 

amazing team around me.  My sister's caddying for me, my dad's here this week and he's 

our coach, and my mom's here this week as well.  Just support from IMG and my sponsors, I 

think everything's kind of clicking into place and I'm really looking forward to this this 

summer.  

 

DEVONTE MARTIN:  How does this course fit your overall game?  

 

BROOKE HENDERSON:  Definitely I love tree-lined courses, which this is one, and I love 

bentgrass, which this is another course that has that kind of grass.  Just off tee boxes, there 

are some narrow landing places where I think I might be able to take advantage, and with 

the rough being so long I think if I can get my drives out there a little bit farther I might have 

an advantage in the field there as well.  Just overall I think it fits my eye pretty well and I'm 

just excited to tee it up tomorrow. 

 

Q.  Brooke, can you just talk about your schedule from when you ended the event on 

Sunday to being here today? 

 

BROOKE HENDERSON:  Just what happened? 

 

Q.  Yeah. 
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BROOKE HENDERSON:  Yeah, so after I made that three-footer in the playoff hole, 

everybody kind of rushed onto the green.  I was awarded that big trophy, which was pretty 

cool.  Then I did tons of media.  I had previously committed to doing a media day in Portland 

on Monday, so we hopped in the car, drove a couple hours down to Portland, stayed the 

night there.  You know, at the media day it was fun.  I did a clinic with a bunch of little kids, 

went to see the floats from the Rose Parade that had happened on the weekend, which 

were really beautiful.  Tons of media there as well.  Then hopped on a plane, got here 

yesterday.  I played 18 holes.  This is my first time at this golf course so I wanted to take a 

good look at it and hopefully get a good strategy going into the week.  And then here I am 

today. 

 

Q.  (No microphone.)  

 

BROOKE HENDERSON:  No, we flew out at 2:30 out of Portland and got here kind of 

late-ish on Monday night. 

 

Q.  So do you feel, you know, drained at all emotionally or physically or do you feel 

like you've still got something in the tank after that? 

 

BROOKE HENDERSON:  Yeah, I definitely have more left.  It was definitely a high moment 

for me and I had a ton of adrenaline on Sunday, especially the last couple of holes.  But it's 

just a good steppingstone in the right direction and I definitely have a ton of momentum and 

confidence coming off of it.  But I'm starting to really get focused on this week and just kind 

of move on from it and just use it as good confidence moving forward and hopefully get 

another win in the next couple weeks or at least have four solid days this tournament and 

just get some good finishes. 

 

Q.  Can you give us an idea how much your phone blew up, like how many text 

messages you had, important people calling, that sort of thing? 

 

BROOKE HENDERSON:  Yeah, I had tons of emails, Twitter messages, text messages, all 

of it.  It was kind of overwhelming a little bit, but I've been able to respond to quite a few and 

just kind of thank everybody for their support.  Especially back home in Canada, everybody 

kind of went nuts, which was a pretty cool feeling.  And it was also being from Canada, being 

a huge hockey fan and having the Stanley Cup being won by the Penguins and Sidney 

Crosby who was Canadian at the same time was kind of a cool connection. 

 

Q.  Lydia Ko was in here earlier and I asked her the pressures involved with the game 

is one thing but you gals travel around and you do what you do every week.  How 

much pressure from the outside on a ranking system is there on you obviously 

having the season you've had so far, being No. 2 in the rankings right now behind 

Lydia?  Is that something that goes to your head at all, is it something that you just 

completely put out of your mind that you don't think about because it's a number and 

it's something people talk about but it's not necessarily part of your game.  Can you 
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tell me how you relate to that moniker if you will? 

 

BROOKE HENDERSON:  Yeah, I think there's always going to be some sort of pressure but 

it can be good and it can kind of motivate you to be better, and at the end of the day it's just 

the amount of pressure, the amount of things you can put on yourself.  I have big dreams, 

big goals, and the world rankings has really motivated me in the past couple of years.  I 

guess just less than a year and a half ago I was ranked over 200th in the world and now I'm 

ranked No. 2, so that's always been kind of in the back of my mind.  And every tournament I 

play I'm always not focusing on that but it's something that gives me that little extra to make 

an extra putt or make sure I save par, or you know, once I make the cut, to try and climb up 

the leaderboard.  I still have one spot left to go so I'm still chasing big goals. 

 

Q.  On top of that, can you talk about having your dad here, having your sister on the 

bag?  I mean, the fact that keeping family close especially when you're out of your 

own country and traveling around, can you talk about the impact that that has on your 

game but also your away-from-game time during the week? 

 

BROOKE HENDERSON:  Yeah, it's extremely important.  Like we have traveled a ton and 

I've only been home once since Christmastime so that's a long time to be away from home.  

But it's like having home on the road every single week with mom and dad traveling as much 

as they do and having my sister there.  We've been together 24/7 as long as I can 

remember basically.  We haven't been more than five yards apart, I don't think.  It's amazing 

support and I owe a lot to them. 

 

Q.  What goes through your mind (inaudible) to hit in the 18 tee last week before 

playoff? 

 

BROOKE HENDERSON:  Well, I was just kind of going over that.  I got myself into the 

position, I was feeling really well about how I played to that point and I had a lot of 

adrenaline.  I didn't really have nerves so much because I knew it was an opportunity where 

I could do something special, I could do something great and I was just trying to focus.  In 

regulation I had hit that tee shot too far to the right so I was just trying to kind of go through 

that tee shot and make sure I hit it in the fairway and gave myself a good chance. 

 

DEVONTE MARTIN:  Any other questions for Brooke?  Thank you so much, Brooke. 

 

BROOKE HENDERSON:  I think Tom has one. 

 

Q.  Can you just talk about the conversation you had with your parents when you first 

talked to them after that victory on Sunday? 

 

BROOKE HENDERSON:  Yeah, the first phone call was right when I was taking a ton of 

pictures with the trophy and stuff so it was pretty brief but everybody was pretty excited.  

And then once everything kind of calmed down a little bit later at night, I was able to call 

them again.  Yeah, it was definitely a very good phone call.  Then seeing them I guess later 
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Monday night when they picked us up from the airport was a really cool feeling. 

 

Q.  Lot of emotion? 

 

BROOKE HENDERSON:  Not a ton of emotion, I don't think, but everybody was really 

happy and excited. 

 

Q.  You've said before that you look up to Lydia and what she's done.  Has that 

changed a little bit after what happened on Sunday? 

 

BROOKE HENDERSON:  I mean, I think she will always be an inspiration to young golfers, 

to women that play the game, even men that play the game and I don't think that will ever 

change.  Her career has been really remarkable.  But I think it also -- she has kind of proven 

to everybody and shown everybody that things are possible even though they haven't 

happened before.  She's broken so many records and made history so many times and I 

think it's just kind of confidence knowing that like she did it, I can do it, too.  Like I said, I 

think she'll always be an inspiration to pretty much everybody. 

 

DEVONTE MARTIN:  Any other questions?  Thank you so much, Brooke. 

 

BROOKE HENDERSON:  Thank you. 
  


