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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW:   LEXI THOMPSON      
June 14, 2016   
 

 

 

MATT HAAS:  Happy to be joined in the media center by defending Meijer LPGA Classic 

champion, Lexi Thompson.   

 

Lexi, how does it feel to be back in Grand Rapids back at Blythefield?    

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  Yeah, it feels great to be back here in Grand Rapids.  A lot of amazing 

memories from this golf course and just this whole atmosphere, so definitely excited to get 

this week started and to be back here.  

 

MATT HAAS:  A little bit different track than last week up at Sahalee with a little bit more 

open feel.  How does that benefit your game?  

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  Yeah, definitely a lot different golf course here.  Last week was just tree 

lined and a very hard golf course just mentally and physically.  But it's a hard golf course, 

too.  It's a risk-reward golf course.  You can take advantage of some of the holes, but really 

just got to keep it in the fairways because it's playing a lot softer this year so the rough's up a 

little bit thicker than usual. 

 

MATT HAAS:  Is there one thing about this tournament last year and your win that sticks out 

in your mind?  

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  I would just say always usually the last hole, just the atmosphere that 

they have around the 18th grown with the stands and everybody cheering me on walking up 

to the 18th green, so that's always very memorable.  Just the whole week was a lot of fun for 

me and very relaxed. 

 

MATT HAAS:  We'll open it up for questions. 

 

Q.  How would you assess your game this year?  You won once, you had a tie for 5th, 

tie for 6th, tie for 22nd, so you've had a good year, but how would you assess it 

overall?  

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  Overall this year it's been pretty consistent.  I would say my game's 

definitely in a good spot.  I worked a lot in the offseason on my short game so I definitely 

have been trying to improve on that.  But just overall consistency in my game I've seen an 

improvement on.  And yeah, getting two wins this year and some Top 10s and a few Top 5s 

has definitely helped, so I'm just trying to stay positive with it and just go into each 

tournament as a new one.  

 

Q.  Lexi, obviously great week here.  Just looking ahead to the Olympics, some 
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Olympic coverage we have going.  Can you just comment on anything that's 

been -- obviously with the pro golfers on the men's side, a lot of guys have dropped 

out.  Anything, any concerns that you've seen with the women's game and just how 

excited are you to have golf back in the Olympics after over a 100 year absence? 

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  Well, I'm very excited to have golf back in the Olympics.  Once I heard it 

was back in the Olympics, that was my number one goal because growing up I couldn't say 

that I wanted to be an Olympian, so now that I can, it's quite an honor.  Anytime I can 

represent my country whether it's Solheim Cup, International Crown and now the Olympics, 

it's a huge honor.  There's nothing like representing your country.   

 

But yeah, I'm really looking forward to it.  The team's picked July 11th so still some golf to be 

played, so I've just got to make sure I'm there in Rio. 

 

Q.  Lexi, how does this course suit your game? 

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  This golf course sets up for my game pretty well.  I get to hit a good 

amount of drivers, which is always nice, I always love hitting the driver.  But it's playing a 

little different than last year.  It's playing a little bit softer but the greens are still fast.  So it's 

in great shape for us.  You just have to keep it in the fairways because there's some holes 

that are tree lined so you just have to keep it in the fairway.  It's kind of like placement golf 

out here. 

 

Q.  And how do you prepare differently, do you prepare differently since you're 

defending champion? 

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  I wouldn't say I prepare any differently.  Same mindset going into every 

week.  If it's a major, if it's a tournament I defend, same strategy.  Have my few practice 

rounds, do my chipping and putting around the greens making sure I get the general breaks 

on the greens and getting lines off the tees, that's the most important, but just having a 

positive attitude going into the week is definitely important. 

 

MATT HAAS:  You mentioned that the rough's up a little bit this year.  How much more 

difficult does that make this course?  

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  Well, yeah, thick rough always makes every golf course more difficult.  

But yeah, I don't really remember it being as thick last year but I think it's just overall playing 

a little softer, which is making the rough grow a little bit more.  But yeah, it's in great shape 

for us this week. 

 

Q.  Lexi, you came back from four shots behind last year and had that great 65 round 

with eight birdies.  What's your mindset and how do you like being the chaser in that 

situation?  Obviously you always like being a leader, but how's the chase mentality fit 

for your mindset? 
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LEXI THOMPSON:  Yeah, it's totally different.  Going into the last day leading, you're 

sometimes sleeping worse on it because you're just thinking about the few-shot lead that 

you have, when if you're behind you can sleep and just try to think of how many birdies you 

can make and how big of a stretch that you can make on the leader.  But I think that 

definitely helped me out last year.  I went at every pin, I hit drivers, I just fired away at pins 

and, if I didn't make birdies, at least I gave it all I had. 

 

Q.  Lexi, a lot of golfers yesterday I talked to talked about just the city of Grand 

Rapids as a whole coming here, it's a good community, there's something different 

about it, it's a nice stop for the LPGA.  Can you just comment on that? 

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  Yeah, it really is.  Just the community really gets behind this event and 

that's what we really enjoy.  We get a lot of people out here to support the event and we 

have a lot of dinners that we can go to, celebrity events that we can go to throughout the 

whole week.  So it makes it a lot more fun for us and it's great to see a lot of people out here 

to support us as we play. 

 

Q.  Obviously it's always nice coming back to a place where you've won.  Does it 

make you a little bit more confident and comfortable coming back here knowing how 

you performed last year? 

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  Yeah, it makes me more confident, for sure, just remembering shots 

that I pulled off last year under the pressure and the birdies that I made to certain pins, 

definitely good flashbacks to remember.  Like I said, a lot of good memories coming back to 

here.  I love this golf course and just being here in general.  

 

MATT HAAS:  Lexi, I'll leave you on this one.  Sunday's Father's Day.  I know your dad's out 

here.  What has he meant to you and your golf game and how special is it to have him out 

here with you?  He was obviously here last year when you won. 

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  Yeah, it means the world to me.  My dad's been my rock, both my 

parties have.  They've sacrificed so much for me to be able to -- for both my brothers and I 

to be out here on tour playing golf for a living, so I'm ever so grateful for that.  But to have 

him here this week and to be on Father's Day is very special.  He's been always there for me 

and has been my coach so we have a special relationship.  It's great to have him here.  

 

MATT HAAS:  Appreciate the time, Lexi.  Best of luck this week. 
 

  


