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FINAL ROUND INTERVIEW:   BERNHARD LANGER    
June 12, 2016  
 

 

 

 

ALEX URBAN:  We would like to welcome the 2016 champion of the Constellation SENIOR 

PLAYERS, Bernhard Langer.   

 

Bernhard, this is your third in a row winning this championship.  Congratulations, you're the 

first player to ever do that.  Obviously it was a difficult day out there with the wind and the 

course conditions.  Talk about your play today and winning your third in a row Constellation 

SENIOR PLAYERS Championship. 

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  Well, first of all, it feels great to have achieved the hat trick in this 

tournament the last three years.  It's amazing, I still have to pinch myself to realize what 

happened.   

 

It was a tough, tough day today.  The wind was so gusty and so strong at times, I was 

wondering if they were going to call the tournament today.  The ball was oscillating a lot and 

there were a few putts, if you hit them at the wrong time the ball would have just continued to 

go, you know.  I got caught a couple of times.  Like on 14 I hit a beautiful sand wedge and a 

gust of wind just carried it and it flew 10, 15 further than it should have and went over the 

green.  But I got it up and down.  It was just a real test.  It's tough to hit certain fairways, it 

was really hard to get it anywhere near the hole, and I found it difficult to make putts. 

 

They put a note in our locker that they didn't mow the greens this morning because of the 

windy forecast, which was probably a smart thing to do, but the greens were a bit slower, 

they were firmer but a little bit slower, so that makes it pretty hard. 

 

I didn't make anything until I made about a six-footer on 17 and a 12-footer on 18, that was 

about it.  Made nothing all day and had many opportunities.  Now, you know, whether that 

was me or the wind or the greens, who knows, but it was difficult and I don't think there were 

many good scores.  I really didn't check them but conditions were such that there were 

probably more scores near 80 than there were near 70, but I don't know. 

 

Q.  Bernhard, you talked about patience today, obviously with the wind I guess you 

had to really be focused.  How did the patience part go today for you? 

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  My patience was good, it really was good all day.  I was fortunate 

that I was never really caught.  I think I was always in the lead all day, even though it 

dwindled to 1 or 2 at a time but I was always in the lead.  So even though I made some 

bogeys here and there, I still kept my nose in front and I knew if I just -- you know, my goal 

was to finish the way I finished yesterday, 2 under the last five holes or something like that, 

or six.  I just couldn't make the putts.  Instead, I bogeyed 17.   
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Obviously I looked at the leaderboard a bunch of times and saw that I was still in front, but it 

was very, very tough to make a par on 18 because that played straight into the face of the 

wind and pulled my tee shot left, got a drop from some tent over there or fans and then still 

had about 200 yards into the wind.  Hit a 5-iron flyer and hit it in the left bunker and I knew I 

had to get it up and down to win or, otherwise I would be in a playoff.  Thought I played a 

good bunker shot but into the wind with a sidespin, the ball hit on the green and just kind of 

veered off to the right to about I guess about 12 feet, thereabouts, and I played it right edge, 

inside right.  I hit a good putt and it just barely caught that right edge and went in. 

 

Q.  Can you talk about I guess how memorable of a week this is?  You took in soccer, 

you had your boys in here, to have family, to have them be here, watch you win, just 

talk about an entire weekend like that.  

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  Yeah, it's very, very special to have them out because they don't 

come out that much anymore.  They all have their own life and they don't want to walk 

around and watch dad for six days in a row or whatever most of the time.  But it was nice to 

have them here and to share some time together.  We had a great time watching the USA 

soccer team last night pull off a victory, that was something different and something we don't 

get to do every week.  We just had a great week here in Philadelphia. 

 

The course was phenomenal, the people are very, very kind, food was great.  You know, the 

weather was pretty good except for that Wednesday afternoon storm that we faced, so 

overall it was a phenomenal week. 

 

Q.  How do you compare what you have accomplished now on this tour to the 

European Tour, and you're one win away from Jack's number on this tour, what would 

that mean to you? 

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  It's difficult to compare, it's hard to compare anything.  I mean, I 

knew I was one of the leading players when I played the European Tour.  Never played this, 

the PGA Tour full time really.  I was a member for five years when I was in my prime but 

never played more than 15 events, always went back to play in Europe and some other 

places.   

 

So at times I wonder what would have happened if I had committed myself but I didn't.  At 

the time I felt I wanted to support the European Tour.  I was a player that traveled all over 

the world and enjoyed seeing different places and I made that decision so I can live with 

that.   

 

But how to compare, it's very difficult but I would like to say I think I played some of my best 

golf the last 10 years out here.  Really, it's been very, very good.  I was 49 when I lost in a 

playoff at the Ft. Worth tournament, what was that called? 

 

Q.  Colonial.  
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BERNHARD LANGER:  Colonial.  I was in a playoff with Jim Furyk and Rory Sabbatini and 

that was about three months before I turned 50.  I had a great chance to win it but Rory 

made a long putt and I missed a shorter one so he was the champion.  So just looking back, 

I've had a very successful and long career and very blessed to still be playing at this level at 

age 58. 

 

Q.  This is your fifth major out of the last 11 on this tour.  Do you think in the last two 

years have you kind of established yourself as one of the best senior golfers ever if 

you just look at that stretch? 

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  Well, if you look at just the majors, yes, but I think I've established 

myself as one of the better senior players right from the get-go.  I've won at least I think two 

tournaments every year, sometimes five.  I've been out here eight years, I won the Money 

List seven times out of eight.  The one year I didn't win I had surgery on my thumb which 

knocked me out for several months and I was playing hurt.  If you're talking leading players, 

if you win the Money List, you've got to do better than the other guys.   

 

So I think throughout my whole Champions Tour career I've been one of the better guys out 

here.  Obviously there's some that don't play much.  Fred Couples is certainly one of the 

leading guys and if he would play a full schedule, he probably would be up there most of the 

years, but his back is holding him back.  We'll see what young guys come out and what they 

can do in the future. 

 

Q.  Bernhard, since you've come out on this tour we've been hearing from guys a lot 

how competitive this is.  You've been out on this tour now for eight years or close to 

it.  Has it changed since you've come out here, has it become more competitive? 

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  I believe it does get more competitive.  It's just talking -- I played 

THE PLAYERS Championship now the last two or three years because I won this and I get 

into it and I see the young guys, and I see them at the Masters and I speak to some of the 

over 40 -- you know, in the 40s, late 40s and they're all excited to come out here pretty 

much.  They're all saying, yeah.  Jerry Kelly, for instance.  Jose Maria Olazabal was really 

excited coming out here and he just got hurt, which some of us do.   

 

What I'm trying to say is that they're now preparing for another career on the Champions 

Tour.  They're not, well, I'm going to give up and whatever, get a different job or just retire.  

They know there's another tour waiting for them which is competitive, which is great.  It's a 

lot of fun.  So they're staying in shape, these guys.  They're keeping their swings intact and 

they're looking forward to another career out here for 10 or 15 years. 

 

Q.  Your resume keeps on getting better and better, which means you're put in high 

pressure situations all the time.  Do you call on that experience such as today to get 

the job done? 
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BERNHARD LANGER:  Well, I think it helps.  You know, when you keep winning, 

confidence breeds success and success breeds confidence, and when you're constantly up 

there, it's like when Tiger was up there almost every time he teed it up, he's used to that.  

You get used to the pressure, you get used to being in the hunt and you get used to winning.  

And if you don't do that for five or 10 years or any length of period of time, you don't quite 

feel as comfortable, I think, because you're almost like a fish out of water in a sense.   

 

So at least that's how I feel.  So I enjoy being up there, that's what I practice for and play for, 

and winning is always great.  Sometimes you finish second or third but you played really 

good golf but somebody else just had a phenomenal day or a phenomenal week and there's 

nothing you can do about it. 

 

Q.  What do you feel like you do better now in your 50s maybe than what you were in 

your 30s and 40s, and my other question, what did Jeff say to you after you sank that 

last putt?  You had a little bit of a conversation with him, what did he say to you? 

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  What did he say?  I can't remember, I was so enthralled and thrilled 

and excited to make that putt.  I just said something like I'm sorry, you know, because the 

crowd just kept cheering and he needed to make that putt and I was trying to calm them 

down.  Sorry, what was the other question?  I lost track altogether again. 

 

Q.  What do you do better now? 

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  Well, looking at my stats, if you go by statistics, I seem to hit more 

fairways and more greens.  I seem to be up there every year in greens in regulations, and if 

you can hit a lot of greens, you're going to make it easier on yourself, I think. 

 

So I would like to think my golf swing is more solid, more reliable, more often reliable, 

whatever you want to call it.  And my whole game is reasonably good.  I don't really have a 

weak spot like some guys.  Crenshaw was always a good putter but he wasn't always a 

good driver, and other guys are good drivers but not good putters.  So you really want to 

have all the aspects of the game and master them to some extent.   

 

So when I look at the stats, I want to be in the top 15 or 20 in all categories because that 

proves that I can compete with anybody under any circumstance, whether I'm in the bunker 

or hitting a 7-iron or hitting a driver or putting. 

 

Q.  Bernhard, I want to go back to the second shot on 18 after you took the drop and 

your consideration, it was where people were walking but it looked like it could fly 

out.  What was going through your mind as you tried to pull a club there? 

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  Well, I dropped the ball and it settled down in some grass so I knew 

it was going to jump, I knew it was going to fly.  So I really needed like a 3-iron or a 3-hybrid 

to normally hit that distance that I had, but I took a 5-iron figuring it's going to come out hot 

and try to land it short of the green and run it up because I just saw Jay Don Blake hit a 
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4-iron from not a flying lie and he crushed it and it went way over the green and you don't 

want to be there, either. 

 

So once I committed to the 5-iron I asked my caddie Terry, what do you have for the wind, is 

it straight in or a little off the right?  And he said it's off the right but the bunker comes in on 

the right a bit so you don't want to miss the green right.  Now you have a bunker shot down 

grain, possibly downwind. 

 

So I played it a little straighter than I would have normally liked to and I drew it on top of that, 

so with the wind against me, the ball started hooking and it flew into the bunker.  The bunker 

shot was not that hard, it was long but not really hard because I felt I was going straight up 

into the wind but I already explained what happened. 

 

Q.  In your two previous wins I believe you had a combined score of like 34 under par.  

What does it say to win this for a third time but doing it in a completely different way 

and manner than which you won the previous two? 

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  Well, you know the, the conditions were so difficult that I was 1 

over but that was probably as good as 10 under in normal -- if there had been no wind this 

week I almost want to guarantee that I would be 10 under, maybe more, with the same golf.  

But the wind makes an enormous difference; whoever plays golf knows that, especially 

when it's anything over 10 miles an hour it really becomes tough.  And when you have 

greens like these that are so firm and so fast, wind is just a real factor.   

 

But, you know, when you've won a hundred tournaments worldwide, you can play in all 

conditions, or you would like to think you can, whether it's wet or firm.  I personally like firm 

conditions because you have to think a lot more.  You have to spin the ball, you've got to 

think ahead where do I have to land it to make it stop.  Because when it's wet, everybody 

can fly it in there and stop it and have a birdie putt, but when you have conditions like these, 

it's totally different. 

 

Q.  Bernhard, you always seem like you're so in control of yourself when you're out 

there.  You've been a very spiritual person for a lot of your life.  How much does that 

factor into any of that? 

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  I think it factors in a great deal.  I did my quiet time this morning, 

what I call quiet time where I read the Bible and I wrote a couple of verses down here, put it 

in my pocket and when I felt a little stressed out there today I just pulled it out of my pocket 

and read a couple of verses and it calms me down and it makes me refocus.  My focus 

sometimes gets out of hand.  I'm so focused on what I'm doing on the golf course and I get 

tense and uptight like everybody does when things don't go well.   

 

I read Proverbs and it says I will trust in the Lord with all my heart and not lean on my own 

understanding.  In all my ways I will acknowledge Him and He will make my path straight.   
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So when I read that, that just gives me calm, it gives me peace, it putts things in perspective.  

Whether I win here this week or whether I finish second, third or fifth, it's really not that 

important in the big picture.  Even though it's great to win, it's a thrill to win it three times in a 

row, but life goes on and then there's more meaningful things out there than a golf 

tournament, and I think that has helped me over the years as well. 

 

ALEX URBAN:  Bernhard, we would like to thank you for your time and congratulations on 

being the first back-to-back-to-back champion of the Constellation SENIOR PLAYERS 

Championship. 

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  Thank you. 
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