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ROUND 2 INTERVIEW:    WES SHORT JR.   
June 10, 2016  
 

Q.  How was your day today?  How did the conditions vary, if at all, from yesterday?  

 

WES SHORT JR.:  It was maybe a little less wind the first five or six holes and then it picked 

up some, but the course is in great shape.  Seemed like it got a little faster today, greens 

were quite tricky so you've just got to stay patient. 

 

Q.  Do you think the wind and sun is maybe doing a number on the greens? 

 

WES SHORT JR.:  Yes, they are, they're quite a bit faster than yesterday.  The rain helped 

us out a little bit in the pro-am on Wednesday and it's making up for it now. 

 

Q.  What did you like about your game today? 

 

WES SHORT JR.:  You know, I putted good.  Hit a couple of bad drives, I need to get that 

worked out, but not good to live in the rough out here, especially with the greens getting a 

little faster. 

 

Q.  Were you having trouble with the driver? 

 

WES SHORT JR.:  Yeah.  I usually drive the ball pretty good, but I haven't been driving it 

very well this week for some reason. 

 

Q.  You started the week trying to qualify for the Open and succeeding.  Where did 

you qualify? 

 

WES SHORT JR.:  I was in Columbus, we qualified Monday.  I'm looking forward to that.  

Got to make sure I stay here in the present.  You don't want your mind to wander any, this 

course can beat you up.    

 

Q.  Are you finding that that's a chore for you to keep your mind on this? 

 

WES SHORT JR.:  It is, it really is.  But this is a good golf course and I actually think it's 

going to help because you have to stay patient around here so I think it'll help me for next 

week?  

 

Q.  How did you do in the qualifying, did you make it by a comfortable margin? 

 

WES SHORT JR.:  A couple, I made it by a couple. 

 

Q.  What number U.S. Open is this for you? 

 

WES SHORT JR.:  No. 1.  Only took 52 years to get there. 
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Q.  How many times have you tried to qualify? 

 

WES SHORT JR.:  Probably 25 at least probably, maybe 30.  It's been a long time. 

 

Q.  Why did you keep trying? 

 

WES SHORT JR.:  Well, you know, one of these days you just know you're going to make it 

one of these days.  I've been close quite a few times, some playoffs and stuff.  But it's a 

tournament I've always wanted to play in, so until I feel like I can't compete, I would quit 

when that point comes. 

 

Q.  Have you ever been to Oakmont? 

 

WES SHORT JR.:  No, I have not.  It's going to be a treat. 

 

Q.  It's going to be pretty awesome when you see it.  Have you gotten any intelligence 

from any of the guys about it? 

 

WES SHORT JR.:  Most of them said good luck and condolences. 

 

Q.  You can play where Marco is, does he have any -- that's one of his favorite 

courses.  

 

WES SHORT JR.:  He said if you just keep the course -- you know, you need to hit it good 

off the tee and you're going to have to make some six-, eight-footers for par a lot.  So he 

said it's very important to get it in play off the tee. 

 

Q.  You finished up I heard with a good bogey.  Did you consider it a good bogey on 

18? 

 

WES SHORT JR.:  Well, I actually had a pretty straightforward pitch, but the green -- it was 

a little tight there and I caught it a little heavy.  So I should at least give myself a good 

chance for a par, about 30 feet. 

 

Q.  But you're in contention.  What do you see on the weekend for you? 

 

WES SHORT JR.:  You know, I like it, how I'm playing.  If I just can hit it a little better off the 

tee, I think I've got a good chance. 

 

Q.  And how are you going to keep your mind on what you're doing and not advance 

to -- I guess you're going to Oakmont Sunday night? 

 

WES SHORT JR.:  Yes.  Just try to stay in the present, as they always say, so that's what 

I'm going to try to do.  
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