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Q.  They did sort of a remodeling a few years ago but from what you saw out here 

today, what was your take? 

 

TOM WATSON:  I played it in 1973, but you're taxing my memory to go way back then to 

remember the golf course.  It's a Tillinghast golf course.  I've played a lot of Tillinghast golf 

courses and they are difficult.  You really have to hit a lot of quality shots.  The greens are 

very quick, and with this northwest wind it played very tough today.  You saw the scores.  A 

couple under pars, maybe 3 under pars are better scores.  This golf course is all you want. 

 

Q.  Do you like coming to a course that has a history, oldest country club in the 

United States, regardless of how many majors or anything like that it's hosted, do you 

like that, especially tournaments and courses here on the east coast?  

 

TOM WATSON:  I like golf anywhere.  It doesn't matter where it is.  I've played golf on sand 

greens, I've played golf in all kinds of different conditions in my career, in my life.  It's great 

to come to these courses in the northeast.  The fairways are all bentgrass just like a carpet 

bentgrass, excellent condition.  And we're spoiled out here.  When I first came out here, the 

only time you really had a really well-conditioned golf course is when you came up to the 

northeast up here because they could grow this bentgrass and keep it in good shape.  It's a 

great turf to hit off of. 

 

Q.  You said you were here in 1973, was that part of a tournament? 

 

TOM WATSON:  I was qualifying for the United States Open actually. 

 

Q.  And did you, did you qualify? 

 

TOM WATSON:  I did.  Then I sliced my finger right here with a knife cutting a kosher dill 

pickle and I had to play with a grip like that (indicating) and I missed the cut.  Shot 80-73 at 

Oakmont. 

 

Q.  You're playing there this year.  

 

TOM WATSON:  Coming up real soon. 

 

Q.  What does a guy like John Daly bring to this particular tour.  Does he fit in? 

 

TOM WATSON:  If John plays well, he'll draw a lot of people out here and people will come 

out and watch him, but if he doesn't play well, they'll still come out and watch him hit driver 

and things like that.  I sure hope he does, I hope he gets it going, wins a tournament or two.  

It's great for the tour. 
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