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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW:    JOHN INMAN       
June 3, 2016  
 
 

Q.  So you played the tournament qualifier on Monday, a different course, but how 

much did playing well there on Monday carry over to today? 

 

JOHN INMAN:  You know, it's good.  I made nine birdies in the qualifier.  Bogeyed the first 

hole and then made nine birdies, so it's kind of nice.  You know, I was telling somebody, I'm 

not that kind of guy.  I made 17 birdies in two rounds, that's not what I do.  So it was kind of 

nice to go out there, and I've been playing well but you just need reps, you need to play in 

tournaments.  This is only my fourth tournament of the year.  So like I said, I knew I was 

playing well, but golf's so fickle, you don't nope what's going to happen.  I got off to a good 

start, birdied the first four holes.  I hadn't done that in a long time.  So I knew some things 

were going my way and I really putted the ball well when I needed to and hit a lot of good 

shots. 

 

Q.  How much does that kind of feed off, just the whole confidence thing, when do 

you start -- you never think it's your day, but when did you start feeling absolutely in a 

groove? 

 

JOHN INMAN:  Well, it's been my day quite a few times it seems like and I play like the last 

four holes -- I played the last four holes at the PGA 4 over, you know.  So it can just happen 

at any time so you've just got to stay relaxed and stay focused and just not worry about it.  

It's not the end of the world if you hit a bad shot.  Just, you know.  So I know I'm swinging at 

the ball pretty well.  You know, if I can get it in the fairways, the ball gets out there here and 

you've got some short irons in your hands. 

 

Q.  So if someone would have told you you're only going to have two pars on the front 

nine, you're not going to make a par until 7, would you have been a little nervous 

about that? 

 

JOHN INMAN:  Yes, no question.  That's kind of funny, I've done that a couple times where 

I've played nine holes and not made a par, made all birdies and bogeys.  So getting a little 

too close to that.  Again, when you get off to a good start, you make some birdies right off 

the bat, it's always a nice feeling and I stayed relaxed.  I had a couple of good bounces, I 

had a couple not so good but I made out with par.  So that's the key.  You've just got to 

make pars when you're not on.  You know, hopefully I'll keep making some birdies. 

 

Q.  I was going to say, how do you carry that over now into tomorrow? 

 

JOHN INMAN:  You don't.  You just go out, you feel totally different.  It's just, you know, 

things change day to day.  But like I said, I know that I've been working on some good things 

and I'm just going to go out and enjoy myself and have fun.  If I do that, I will play well. 
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Q.  So at Benton Harbor you bogeyed the last four holes? 

 

JOHN INMAN:  No, I had a double in there unfortunately. 

 

Q.  So three bogeys and a double on the last four? 

 

JOHN INMAN:  Yeah.  I parred 17, lipped out from about 30 feet.  Just a perfect putt.  

Doubled 16, bogeyed the easy par 15th. 18, knocked it right in the middle of the green 

40 feet, putted it eight feet right of the hole, made bogey.  So it's just a terrible feeling to 

finish that day because I was playing well.  But hey, I was there on the weekend and, like I 

said, I need reps and when I get more reps I feel more comfortable on the golf course. 

 

Q.  You guys have so much experience, you're able to flush things away pretty fast.  

Unfortunately, when you play great it can work the other way, it's not automatically 

going to be there? 

 

JOHN INMAN:  Yeah, we've flushed a lot of things over the years.  Like I said, it's just not 

the end of the world.  Then when you're young and you're upcoming and you're trying to 

make a name and you're trying to win golf tournaments, it seems like the end of the world 

when you do bad things.  I've gotten to a point in my life where it's just not the end of the 

world.  I can deal with it. 

 

Q.  Now, you were coach at Carolina, right, for about? 

 

JOHN INMAN:  13 years. 

 

Q.  And it was '11 you got back into golf? 

 

JOHN INMAN:  Yeah. 

 

Q.  Take me through that, the decision to do it.  

 

JOHN INMAN:  Well, I wasn't renewed as a coach, so I knew I was going to start playing 

again at some point but it was a little earlier than I had anticipated.  But hey, you know, I 

wanted to give it a chance because I knew I would have some exemption in my first two 

years.  My brother played out here for 10 years, had a great career, won three times.  So I 

followed his path throughout my life.  We're 15 years apart, we've never really overlapped.  

But so he showed me a good path and I was going to do that anyway.  I played a year and a 

half on that Nationwide Tour and I never made a cut.  I shot 5 under one cut and missed it.  

No, 4 under.  So it's tough going out there.  I tried to qualify for one of the Web.com, is that 

what it's called?  I want to get it right.  And I shot 3 under the other day.  I finished top 20 out 

of 150 guys but it took 6 under.  The guy on the last hole, he hit it 90 yards by me.  460-yard 

hole, he hit driver, 3-wood right in the middle of the green.  He was at 135.  I was like, you 

know, and he missed it by a shot.  So it's a tough go no matter where you're playing. 

 

https://tee-scripts.com/transcripts/pga-champions-tour/mitsubishi-electric-classic-2016/


 

3 

                                                                    Tee-Scripts.com 

Q.  This is your best round since '94.  How do you commemorate that? 

 

JOHN INMAN:  Oh, I'm going to go celebrate with some water.  (Laughs.)  You know, I shot 

65 a couple days ago and made three bogeys.  Three bogeys.  So, you know, I know that if I 

play well and I just stay calm and stay in my rhythm, I can hit good shots.  The putter feels 

good.  The greens are beautiful.  I mean, the golf course is in great shape, so I'm just going 

to go out there and enjoy it. 
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